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No. 2006-58

ANACT
SB235

Amendingthe act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317,No.69), entitled, asamended,“An act
relating to the practice of professionalnursing; providing for the licensing of
nursesandfor the revocationandsuspensionof suchlicenses,subjectto appeal,
andfor their reinstatement;providing for therenewalof suchlicenses;regulating
nursing in general;prescribingpenaltiesand repealingcertain laws,” providing
for continuingnursingeducation.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317,No.69), known as The
ProfessionalNursingLaw, is amendedby addingasectionto read:

Section 12.1 ContinuingNursing Education.—(a) The Board shall
adopt,promulgateand enforcerules and regulationsconsistentwith the
provisions of this act establishingrequirementsof continuingnursing
educationto be metby individuals licensedas registerednursesunderthis
act as a conditionfor renewalof their licenses. The regulationsshall
include anyfeesnecessaryfor the Board to carry out its responsibilities
underthis section.

(b) Beginning with the license period designatedby regulation,
licenseesshall be required to attend and complete thirty (30) hoursof
mandatory continuing education during each two-year licenseperiod.~
Nationally certifiededucationcoursesshall beconsideredas creditable,in
addition to any othercoursesthe Boarddeemscreditabletoward meeting
therequirementsfor continuingeducation.

(c) An individual applying for the first time for licensure in this
Commonwealthshall be exemptedfrom the continuing education
requirementfor thebiennialrenewalperiodfollowing initial licensure.

(d) (1) The Board may waive all or a portion of the continuing
educationrequirementfor biennialrenewalfor a licenseewhoshowsto the
satisfaction of the Board that the licenseewas unable to complete the
requirementsdue to seriousillness, military serviceor otherdemonstrated
hardship.

(2) The request shall be made in writing with appropriate
documentationandshall includea descriptionofcircumstancessufficient
to showwhythelicenseeis unableto complywith thecontinuingeducation
requiremenL

(e) A licenseeseekingto reinstatean inactiveor lapsedlicenseshall
showproofofcompliance•with the continuingeducationrequirementfor
theprecedingbiennium.
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~/)All courses,locations, instructorsandprovidersshall be approved
by the Board~No credit shall be given for any course in office
management.

(g) In lieu ofmeetingthe requirementsofthis section:
(1) Certified registerednursepractitionersand dietetics-nutrition

licenseesshall fulfill the requirementsfor continuingeducation in
accordancewith sections8.1and11, respectively.

(2) Schoolnurseswhoas certifiededucationspecialistsare required
to obtain continuingprofessionaleducationundersection1205.2ofthe
act ofMarch 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14), known as the “Public School
Codeof1949,” andunderthis actshall bepermittedto submitevidence
ofthe completionof educationcoursesapprovedfor their certjfication
by theschooldistrict.
(h) The Board shall initiate thepromulgationofregulationsto carry

outtheprovisionsofthis sectionwithin one(1) yearofthe effrctivedateof
this section.

Section2. This actshall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The29th dayofJune,A.D. 2006.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


