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AN ACT
SB972

Amending the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L. 154, No.13),entitled “An actreforming
the law on medical professional liability; providing for patient safety and
reporting;establishingthe PatientSafetyAuthority and the PatientSafetyTrust
Fund; abrogating regulations; providing for medical professional liability
informed consent, damages,expert qualifications, limitations of actions and
medical records;establishingthe InterbranchCommissionon Venue;providing
for medical~professionalliability insurance; establishing the Medical Care
Availability and Reductionof Error Fund; providing for medicalprofessional
liability claims; establishing the Joint Underwriting Association; regulating
medical professional liability insurance; providing for medical licensure
regulation; providing for administration; imposing penalties; and making
repeals,” further providing, in HealthCare ProviderRetentionProgram,for the
defmition of“emergencyphysician,”for abatementprogramandfor expiration.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Thedefinitionof “emergencyphysician”in section1101 of the
act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), known as the Medical Care
Availability andReductionof Error (Mcare) Act, addedDecember22, 2005
(P.L.458,No.88),is amendedto read:
Section1101. Defmitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this chaptershallhavethe
meaningsgivento them in this section unless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Emergencyphysician.” A physicianwho is certified by the American
Board of EmergencyMedicine or by the American OsteopathicBoard of
EmergencyMedicine and who is either employedfull time by a trauma
center or a hospital for the performanceof services in the hospital
emergencydepartmentor is working under an exclusivecontract with a
traumacenteror a hospitalfor theperformanceofservicesin the hospital
emergencydepartment.

Section2. Sections1102 and1115 of the act, addedDecember22, 2005
(P.L.458,No.88),are amendedto read:
Section1102. Abatementprogram.

(a) EstablishmenL—Thereis hereby establishedwithin the Insurance
Departmenta programto be known as the Health CareProviderRetention
Program.TheInsuranceDepartment,in conjunctionwith the Departmentof
Public Welfare, shall administerthe program. The programshall provide
assistancein the form of assessmentabatementsto healthcareprovidersfor
calendaryears 2003, 2004, 2005 landl, 2006~,J and 2007, except that
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licensedpodiatristsshall not be eligible for calendaryears 2003 and 2004,
andnursing homesshall not be eligible for calendaryears2003,2004 and
2005.

(b) Otherabatement.—Emergencyphysiciansnot employedfull timeby
a trauma centeror working under an exclusivecontractwith a trauma
center shall retain eligibility for an abatementpursuant to section
1104(b)(2)for calendaryears2003,2004,2005and2006. Commencingin
calendaryear2007, theseemergencyphysiciansshall be eligible for an
abatementpursuanttosection1104(b)(1).
Section1115. Expiration.

The Health Care Provider Retention Program establishedunder this
chaptershallexpireDecember31, 1200712008.

Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffectasfollows:
(1) The.amendmentof the definition of “emergencyphysician” in

section 1101 and the addition of section 1102(b) of the act shall take
effectJanuary1, 2007.

(2) The remainderof this actshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The27thdayof October,A.D. 2006.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


