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AN ACT
HB 2670

•Amending Title 23 (DomesticRelations)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
further providingfor grounds for involuntarytenninationof parentalrights; and,
in child protectiveservices,furtherprovidingfor definitions, furtherprovidingfor
releaseof information in confidential reports,providingfor citizenreview panels
and further providing for reports; and providing for mandatoryreporting of
substanceabusebirths.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

• Section 1. Section2511(a)of Title 23 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesisamendedby addingaparagraphto read:
§ 2511. Groundsfor involuntarytermination.

(a) Generalrule.—Therights of a parentin regardto a child may be
terminatedafterapetition filed on anyof the following grounds:

***

(9) Theparenthas beenconvictedof one ofthefollowing in which
thevictim wasa childoftheparent:

(i) an offtnse under 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 25 (relating to criminal
homicide);

(ii) a felony under 18 Pa.CS.§ 2702 (relating to aggravated
assault);

(iii) an offrnse in anotherjurisdiction equivalentto an offensein
subparagraph(:) or (ii); or

(iv) an attempt,solicitation orconspiracyto commitan offensein
subparagraph(i), (ii) or (iii).

Section2. Section6303(a)of Title 23 is amendedby addingdefinitions
to read:
§ 6303. Definitions. •

(a) Generalrule.—Thefollowing wordsandphraseswhenused in this
chaptershall have the meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the
contextclearly indicatesotherwise:

“Near fatality.” An act that, as certifiedby a physician,placesa child
in seriousor critical condition.

“NonaccidentaL” An injury that is the result of an intentional act that
iscommittedwith disregardofa substantialandunjustifiable risk
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Section3. Section6340(a)(1)of Title 23 is amendedand the subsection
is amendedby addinga paragraphto read:
§ 6340. Releaseof informationinconfidentialreports.

(a) General rule.—Reports specified in section 6339 (relating to
confidentialityofreports)shallonly bemadeavailableto:

(1) An authorizedofficial of a county agency,ofa Federalagency
that has a needfor such information to carry out its responsibilities
underlaw toprotect childrenfromabuseandneglector of an agencyof
anotherstatethat performsprotectiveservicesanalogousto thoseservices
performed by county agenciesor the departmentin the courseof the
official’s duties, multidisciplinaryteammembersassignedto thecaseand
duly authorizedpersonsproviding servicespursuantto section 6370(a)
(relatingto voluntaryor court-orderedservices;findingsof child abuse).

(16) Membersofcitizen reviewpanelsconvenedpursuantto section
6343.1 (relating to citizen reviewpanels),providedthat such members
shall not discloseto anypersonor governmentofficial anyidenttfj’ing
information about any specific child protective servicescase with
respectto whichthepanelisprovidedinformation.

Section4. Title 23 is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
§ 6343.1. Citizen reviewpanels.

(a) EstablishmenL—Thedepartmentshall establish a minimum of
threecitizen reviewpanels.

(b) Function.—Thepanelsshallexamineall ofthefollowing:
(1) Policies,proceduresandpracticesofStateand local agencies

and, whereappropriate, specificcasesto evaluatethe extentto which
Stateand local childprotectiveservicessystem’agenciesare effrctively
dischargingtheir childprotectionresponsibilitiesundersection106(b)
ofthe Child AbusePreventionandTreatmentAct (Public Law.93-247,
42 U.S.C.§ 5106a(b)).

(2) Other criteria the panel considersimportant to ensure the
protectionofchildren, including:

(i) a review of the extentto which the State and local child
protectiveservicessystemis coordinatedwith thefoster care and
adoptionprogramsestablishedunderPart E ofTitleIV oftheSocial
SecurityAct (49 StaL 620,42 U.S.C.§ 670 etseq.);and

(ii) a reviewofchildfatalitiesandnearfatalities.
(c) Membership.—Thepanelsshall becomposedofvolunteermembers

who representthe community,including memberswho haveexpertisein
thepreventionandtreatmentofchildabuseandneglect.

(d) Meetings.—Eachcitizen reviewpanelshall meetnot lessthanonce
everythreemonths.

“protectivesystem”in enrolledbill.
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• (e) Reports.—Thedepartment shall issue an annual report
summarizingthe activities and recommendationsof the panels and
summarizingthe departmentresponsetotherecommendations.

Section5. Section6347 headingand (b) introductoryparagraphof Title
23 areamended,subsection(a) is carriedwithoutamendment,subsection(b)
is amendedby addinga paragraphandthe sectionis amendedby addinga
subsectionto read:
§ 6347. [Annual reportsJReportsto GovernorandGeneralAssembly.

(a) Generalrule.—NolaterthanMay 1 of everyyear,the secretaryshall
prepareand transmitto the Governorandthe GeneralAssemblya reporton
the operationsof the central registerof child abuseand child protective
services provided by county agencies.The report shall include a full
statistical analysis of the reports of suspectedchild abusemade to the
departmentand the reportsunder SubchapterC. 1 (relating to studentsin
public andprivateschools),togetherwith a reporton the implementationof
this chapterand its total cost to the Commonwealth,the evaluationof the
secretaryof services offered underthis chapterand recommendationsfor
repealor for additional legislationto fulfill thepurposesof this chapter.All
suchrecommendationsshouldcontainan estimateof increasedor decreased
costs resulting therefrom.The report shall also include an explanationof
servicesprovidedto childrenwho were the subjectsof foundedor indicated
reports while receiving child-care services. The departmentshall also
describeits actionsin, respectto theperpetratorsof theabuse.

(b) Reportsfrom countyagencies.—Toassistthe departmentin preparing
its annualreport and the quarterly reportsrequiredundersubsection(c),
each county agency shall submit a quarterly report to the department,
including, at a minimum, the following information,on an aggregatebasis,
regarding generalprotective services,child protectiveservicesand action
underSubchapterC.1:

(5) A summaryof the findings with nonidentifyinginformation
abouteachcaseofchildabuseor neglectwhichhasresultedin a child
fatality or nearfatality.
(c) Quarterly reports.—Thedepartmentshallprepare and transmit to

the Governorand the GeneralAssemblya quarterlyreport that includesa
summaryofthefindingswith nonidentifyinginformation abouteachcase
of child abuse or neglectthat has resultedin a child fatality or near
fatality. Oneofthe quarterly reportsmay be includedwithin the annual
reportrequiredundersubsection(a).

Section6. Title 23 is amendedby addingasectionto read:
§ 6386. Mandatory reporting of infants born and ident~/iedas being

affrctedby illegal substanceabuse.
Health careproviders who are involvedin the delivery or careofan

infant who is born and identifiedas being affrcted by illegal substance
abuseor as having withdrawal symptomsresultingfrom prenataldrug
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exposureshall immediatelycausea report to be madeto the appropriate
countyagency.Thecountyagencyshallprovideor arrangefor appropriate
servicesfor theinfant.

• Section7. This actshalltakeeffectin 180 days.

APPROVED—The9thdayofNovember,A.D. 2006.

EDWARD (1. RENDELL


