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No. 2006-161

AN ACT
HB 2296

Amending Title 51 (Militaiy Affairs) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
furtherprovidingfor retentionof licensesofpersonsenteringmilitary service,for
disabledveterans’realestatetaxexemptionand for dutyof commission.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Sections7502 and 7503 of Title 51 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesare amendedto read:
§ 7502. Retentionof licensesandcertificationsof personsenteringmilitary

service.
(a) Generalrule.—Anypersonlicensedor certifiedby theDepartmentof

State,For to whom a broker’s licensehas been issuedby the Department
of Insurance,J Department of Labor and Industry, Department of
Education, Insurance Department, Department of Banking or the
Municipal Police Officers’ Education and Training Commission or
pursuant to theact of October10, 1974 (P.L.705, No.235),known as the
Lethal WeaponsTraining Act, to practiceany professionor to work at any
trade or occupation,who heretofore has or shall thereafterenlist or be
inductedor draftedinto the military or naval serviceof the United Statesin
timeof waror preparationfor nationaldefenseduring a nationalemergency,
shallnot therebyforfeit his or hercurrentlicenseorregistrationandshall be
exempt from any continuing educational requirements or in-service
training requirements.

(b) Renewalof licenseor certification following discharge.—Anysuch
person,upon presentationof a dischargefrom suchservicewithin oneyear
from date thereof,andupon paymentof the fee prescribedby law for the
current renewalperiod only, shall be entitled to a renewalof his or her
license, certification or registration in the same manneras though such
renewalhadbeenmadeprior to the expiration of his or her last preceding
renewal,land] asthoughall intermediaterenewalfeeshadbeenpaid andas
though all continuing educationor in-servicetraining requirementshave
beensatisfied.
[~7503. Applicability of chapter.

This chapter shall apply specifically to any holder of any licenseor
certificate granted or renewed by any professional examining board
within the Department of Education. It shall also apply specifically to
the holder of any licenseto act as a real estateor insurance broker, or
salesman,and to the holder of a certificate to teach, a certificate as a
school nurse, a dental hygienist, or a home and school visitor of this
Commonwealth.]
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Section2. Title 51 is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
§ 7503.1. Applicability ofchapter.

The PennsylvaniaSupreme Court may extend this chapter to those
licensedtopracticelaw in this Commonwealth.

Section3. Sections8902and8904 of Title 51 areamendedto read:
§ 8902. Exemption.

(a) Generalrule.—Any(citizen or] residentof this Commonwealthshall
beexemptfromthepaymentof all realestatetaxeslevieduponanybuilding,
including the land upon which it stands,occupied by that person as a
principaldwelling,if all of the following requirementsaremet:

(1) That person has been honorablydischargedor releasedunder
honorablecircumstancesfrom the armedforcesof the United Statesfor
servicein anywaror armedconflict in which this nationwasengaged.

(2) As a result of such military service, that person is blind or
paraplegicor has sustainedthe loss of two or more limbs, or has a
service-connecteddisability declared by the United States Veterans’
Administration or its successorsto be a total or 100% permanent
disability.

(3) The dwelling is owned by that personsolely, with his or her
spouseoras anestateby the (entirety]entireties.

(4) Theneedfor the exemptionfrom the paymentof realestatetaxes
hasbeendeterminedby the StateVeterans’ Commissionin compliance
with therequirementsofthis chapter.
(b) Extensionof exemption.—Theexemptionprovided in subsection(a)

shall be extendedto theunmarriedsurviving spouseupon the deathof the
eligible veteranprovided that the State Veterans’Commissiondetermines
that suchspouseis in needof anexemption.
§ 8904. Duty of commission.

Thecommissionshall:
(1) Fix uniform andequitablestandardsfor determiningthe needfor

exemptionfrom the paymentof realestatetaxesgrantedby this act. In
fixing such un~formand equitable standards, the commissionshall
applya rebuttablepresumptionthatan applicantwith annual inco,neiif
$75,000or lesshas a needfor the exemption.Beginning on January 1,
2009, and everytwo years thereafter, the commissionshall adjust the
annual income levelqua!jfyingfor the rebuttablepresumptionof need
by an amountequalto the change in the ConsumerPriceIndex in the
precedingtwoyears.The commissionshall publish theadjustedannual
income levelqualifying for the rebuttablepresumptionof need as a
notice in thePennsylvaniaBulletin.

(2) After submissionof proof of need by the applicant for the
exemptionfrom paymentof real estatetaxes, determinethe needof the
applicant.

(3) Reviewat leastonceevery Itwo] five years all determinationsof
needfor exemptionsfrom the paymentof real estatetaxeswhich have
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beengrantedin orderto determineanychangesin the economicstatusof
applicantsbearinguponthequestionofneed.

(4) Certif~’the nameand addressand the needfor exemptionfrom
paymentof realestatetaxes,or terminationof suchneed,to theboardfor
the assessmentand revision of taxes, or similar boardfor the assessment
of taxes, having jurisdiction of the assessmentof therealpropertyowned
solely or as an estateby the entiretyandoccupiedas a residenceby the
personseekingthetax exemptiongrantedby this chapter.
Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffectasfollows:

(1) Theamendmentof 51 Pa.C.S.§~8902 and8904 shalltake effect
in 60 days.

(2) The remainderof this actshall takeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The29th dayofNovember,A.D. 2006.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


