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No.2007-10

AN ACT
HB 906

Amending the act of July 31, 2003 (P.L.73,No.17), entitled“An actestablishinga
grant programfor volunteerfire companiesand volunteerambulanceservices;
andprovidingfor grantfunding,” furtherdefining “volunteerambulanceservice”;
further providing for guidelines and procedures,for award of grantsand for
expiration of authority; providing for publication and notice and for special
provisions;andrepealinganobsoleteact.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. The definitionof “volunteerambulanceservice”in sectiOn102

of the act of July 31, 2003 (P.L.73,No.17),known as the VolunteerFire
CompanyandVolunteerAmbulanceServiceGrantAct, is amendedtoread:
Section102. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhenused in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Volunteer ambulanceservice.” Any nonprofit charteredcorporation,
associationor organizationlocatedin this Commonwealth,which is licensed
by thePennsylvaniaDepartmentof Healthandis not associatedor affiliated
with any hospital and which is regularly engagedin the provision of
emergencymedical services,including basic life support or advancedlife
support services and [the transportation of patients within this
Commonwealth.I advancedlife supportsquadsas definedin 28 Pa. Code
§ 1005.1 (relating to generalprovisions). The term shall not include any
corporation,associationor organizationthat is primarily engagedin the
operationof invalid coacheswhich are intendedfor the routinetransportof
persons who are convalescentor otherwisenonambulatoryand do not
ordinarily requireemergencymedicaltreatmentwhile in transit.

Section2. Section302 of theactis repealed:
[Section302. Guidelines and procedures.

The agency shall developguidelines,procedures and all applications
necessaryto implement the grant program. The agencyshall submit the•
guidelines, procedures and applications to the Legislative Reference
Bureau for publication in the PennsylvaniaCode and Bulletin within 30
daysof the effectivedate of this act.I

Section3. The act is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section302.1. Publicationandnotice.
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The agency shall publish notice of the grant program availability
through the Legislative Refrrence Bureau for publication in the
PennsylvaniaBulletin:

(1) within 30 daysofthe effectivedate of this sectionfor thefiscal
yearsbeginningJuly1, 2006,andJuly1, 2007;and

(2) by August8forfiscalyearsbeginningafterJune 30,2008.
Section4. Section 303 of the act, amendedFebruary21, 2006 (P.L.38,

No.13),is amendedto read:
Section303. Awardof grants.

(a) Authorization.—Theagencyis hereby authorizedto make a grant
awardto eacheligible volunteerfire companyfor the following:

(1) Constructionand/orrenovationof the fire company’sfacility and
purchaseor repair of fixtures and furnishings necessaryto maintain or
improve the capabilityof the companyto provide fire, ambulanceand
rescueservices.

(2) Repairof firefighting, ambulanceor rescueequipmentor purchase
thereof.

(3) Debtreductionassociatedwith paragraph(1) or (2).
(4) Trainingandcertificationof members.

(b) Limits.—
(1) Exceptas provided in paragraph(3), grantsshallbe not lessthan

$2,500andnotmorethan $15,000pervolunteerfire company.
(2) Grantsmay be awardedon a pro rats basis if the total dollar

amount of approved applications exceeds the amount of funds
appropriatedby theGeneralAssemblyfor this purpose.

(3) In a municipality where there are two or more volunteer fire
companiesand if two or more fire companiesconsolidatedtheir useof
equipment,firefighters and services [after July 1, 1998, each entity
from which the consolidatedentity was created will be eligible for a
grant as though it had not consolidated.Jwithin five yearspreceding
the date of the current year application submission deadline, the
consolidatedentity shall be deemedeligible to receivea grant not to
exceedthe amount of the combined total for which the individual
companieswould havebeeneligible hadtheynot consolidated.
(c) Time for filing applicationanddepartmentaction.—

[(1) The agencyshall provide written instructions and guidelines
for grants under this act to the fire chief and president of every
volunteer fire companyin this Commonwealthon or before February
28, 2006.

(2) Volunteer fire companiesseeking grants under this act shall
submit completed applications to the agency on or before April 30,
2006. The agencyshall act to approve or disapprove the application
by June 30, 2006. Applications which have not been approved or
disapproved by the agency by June 30, 2006, shall be deemed
approved.J
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(1) Within 30 days of the effectivedateof thisparagraphfor the
fiscalyearsbeginningJuly1, 2006,andJuly1, 2007,andby September
1 ofeachyear thereafter,the agencyshall providewritten instructions
for grants under this act to the fire chief and president of every
volunteerfire companyin this Commonwealth.

(2) Within 45 daysof the effectivedateofthis paragraphfor the
fiscalyearsbeginningJuly1, 2006,andJuly 1, 2007,andby September
8 ofeachyear thereafter,the agencyshallprovideapplicationsto the
fire chief and president of every volunteer fire company. The
applicationfor thefiscal yearscommencingJuly 1, 2006, andJuly 1,
2007, shall be a combinedapplication. Volunteer fire companies
seekinggrantsunderthisactshall submitcompletedapplicationsto the
agency. The applicationperiod shall remain open for 45 days each
year. Theagencyshallact to approveor disapproveapplicationswithin
60 daysofthe applicationsubmissiondeadlineeachyear. Applications
whichhavenotbeenapprovedor disapprovedby the agencywithin 60
daysafter thecloseofthe applicationperiodeachyearshall be deemed
approved.
(d) Eligibility.—To receivegrant funds underthis act, a volunteerfire

company shall have actively respondedto one or more fire or rescue
emergencies[since July 1, 2005,] during the previouscalendaryear and
must [sign] havesignedandbeunderanagreementto activelyparticipatein
the PennsylvaniaFire InformationReporting Systemwhich is administered
by theagency.

Section5. Section502 of the actis repealed:
[Section 502. Guidelines and procedures.

The agencyshall developguidelines, proceduresand all applications
necessaryto implement the grant program. The agencyshall submit the
guidelines, procedures and applications to the Legislative Reference
Bureau for publication in the PennsylvaniaCodeand Bulletin within 30
days of the effective date of this act.]

Section6. The actis amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section502.1. Publicationandnotice.

The agencyshall publish notice of the grant program availability
through the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
PennsylvaniaBulletin:

(1) within 30 daysofthe effectivedateof this sectionfor thefiscal
yearsbeginningJuly1, 2006,andJuly1, 2007; and

(2) byAugust8forfiscalyearsbeginningafterJune30,2008.
Section 7. Sections503 and901 of the act, amendedFebruary21, 2006

(P.L.38,No.13),areamendedto read:
Section503. Awardof grants.

(a) Authorization.—Theagencyis hereby authorizedto make a grant
awardto eacheligible volunteerambulanceservicefor the following:
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(1) Construction and/or renovation of the volunteer ambulance
service’s facility and purchaseor repair of fixtures, furnishings, office
equipmentand support services necessaryto maintain or improve the
capability of the ambulanceservice to provide ambulance,emergency
medical,basiclife supportandadvancedlife supportservices.

(2) Repairof ambulanceequipmentor purchasethereof.
(3) Debtreductionassociatedwith paragraph(I) or (2).
(4) Trainingandcertificationof members.

(b) Limits.—
(1) Grantsshallbenot lessthan $2,500andnotmore than$10,000per

vOlunteerambulanceservice.
(2) Grantsmay be awardedon a pro ratsbasis if the total dollar

amount of approved applications exceeds the amount of funds
appropriatedby theGeneralAssemblyfor this purpose.

(3) If two or morevolunteerambulanceservicesconsolidatedtheir use
of equipment,personneland services [after July 1, 1998,eachentity
from which the consolidatedentity wascreatedwilL be eligible for a
grant as thoughit hadnot consolidated.]within five yearspreceding
the date of the current year application submission deadline, the
consolidatedentity shall be deemedeligible to receivea grant not to
exceedthe amount of the combinedtotal for which the individual
companieswouldhavebeeneligiblehadtheynotconsolidated.
(c) Time for filing applicationanddepartmentaction.—

[(1) The agencyshall providewritten instructionsand guidelines
for grants under this act to the president of every volunteer
ambulanceservicein this Commonwealthon or beforeFebruary28,
2006.

(2) Volunteer ambulanceservices seeking grants under this
chapter shall submit completedapplicitions to the agency on or
beforeApril 30, 2006.The agencyshall actto approveor disapprove
the applicationby June30, 2006.Applicationswhich havenotbeen
approvedor disapprovedby the agencyby June30, 2006, shall be
deemedapproved.]

(1) Within 30 daysof the effrclivedate ofthisparagraphfor the
fiscal years commencingJuly 1, 2006, and July 1, 2007, and by
September1 ofeachyear thereafter, the agencyshall providewritten
instructionsfor grantsunderthisact to thepresidentofeveryvolunteer
ambulanceservicein thisCommonwealth.

(2) Within 45 daysof the effectivedateof this paragraphfor the
fiscal years commencingJuly 1, 2006, and July 1, 2007, and by
September8 ofeachyear, the agencyshallprovide applicationsto the
presidentofeveryvolunteerambulanceservice.The applicationfor the
fiscal yearscommencingJuly 1, 2006, and July 1, 2007, shall be a
combinedapplication. Volunteerambulanceservicesseekinggrants
under this act shall submitcompletedapplicationsto the agency.The
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applicationperiodshall remainopenfor 45dayseachyear. Theagency
shall act to approveor disapproveapplicationswithin 60 days of the
applicationsubmissiondeadlineeachyear.Applicationswhichhavenot
beenapprovedor disapprovedby the agencywithin 60 days after the
closeoftheapplicationperiodeachyearshall bedeemedapproved.

Section901. Expirationof authority.
Theauthority of the agencyto awardgrantsunderChapters3 and 5 shall

expireJune30, [2007] 2012.
Section8. Theactis amendedby addinga sectionto read:

Section901.1. Specialprovisions.
(a) Claim.—Anapplicantfor a grant under this act who failed to

return a signedagreementfor theprecedingyearshallnotbepermittedto
applyfor a grant in the currentyearunlessthe applicanthasprovidedthe
commissionerwith a reasonablewritten explanationas to why it did not
claim itsgrant.

(b) Delinquency.—Anapplicantfor a grant under this act who is
delinquent in loan payments to the Pennsylvania Volunteer Loan
AssistanceProgramestablishedunder the act ofJuly 15, 1976 (P.L.1036,
No.208),knownasthe VolunteerFire Company,AmbulanceServiceand
RescueSquadAssistanceAc1 shall agreeto useits grantfundstopayany
arrears to the Commonwealthor it will notbe qual~fledto receivea grant.
Any organization agreeing to this arrangementwho fails to make the
paymentto the Commonwealthshall be disqualsfiedfrom applyingto the
grantprogramfor a periodofthreeyears.

(c) Demonstration.—Anapplicantfor a grant under this act must
demonstratethat it compliedwith all ofthetermsofitsgrantagreementin
the previousyear regarding the use of the grant moneyit receivedin
previousyearsor it shall not be eligible to receivea grant in the current
year.

(d) ApprovaL—Anapplicantshall not be approvedfor a grant to be
usedfor purposesotherthanthosestatedin sectio,~303(a)or 503(a).

Section8.1. Notwithstandingtheprovisionsof section1720-C(c)of the
act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343,No.176), known asThe FiscalCode,moneys
appropriatedto theVolunteerFire CompanyGrantProgramby section1720-
C(c) of The Fiscal Code shall be utilized for payment of grantsunder
Chapters3 and5.

Section8.2. For the fiscal year commencingJuly 1, 2006,paymentsof
grantsshall commenceon or after December14, 2007.For the fiscal year
commencingJuly 1, 2007,paymentsof grantsshall commenceon or after
January15, 2008.

Section9. The Legislative BudgetandFinanceCommitteeshall conduct
a performancereview of theprogramauthorizedby this act andshall submit
its evaluationof andrecommendationsregardingtheprogramto theGeneral
Assemblyno laterthanFebruary28, 2012.

Section10. Repealsareas follows:
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(1) The General Assembly declaresthat the act repealedunder
paragraph(2) is obsolete.

(2) The act of June 22, 2000 (P.L.477, No.66), known as the
VolunteerFire CompanyandVolunteerAmbulanceServiceGrantAct, is
repealed.
Section 11. The additionof section901.1(a)of the act shall apply to

grantsfor thefiscal yearscommencingJuly 1, 2008,and for eachfiscalyear
thereafter.

Section12. Thisactshall takeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The28thdayof June,A.D. 2007.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


