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No. 2007-12

AN ACT
HB 781

Redesignatingthe Maple Avenue Bridge on State Route 271 in the ‘City of
Johnstown,Cambria County, as the Colonel John Joseph Tominac Memorial
Bridge.

WHEREAS,Colonel JohnJosephTominac, a nativesonof Conemàugh
who later lived in Franklin Borough, bravely served our country with
distinction in Europeduring World War II asa memberof CompanyI, 15th
InfantryRegiment,3rdInfantry Division, of theUnited StatesArmy; and

WHEREAS,Colonel TominacwasawardedtheCongressionalMedal of
Honor by LieutenantGeneral AlexanderM. Patch on April 22, 1945, at
ZeppelinStadiumin Nuremberg,Germany;and

WHEREAS, The citation presentedwith the medal recognizedColonel
Tominac,then a First Lieutenant,for conspicuousgallantryandbravery‘at
the risk of life aboveandbeyondthe call of duty in an attackon Saulxde
Vesoul,France,on September12, 1944;and

WHEREAS, Despite a painful shoulderwound from enemy shrapnel,
ColonelTominac fought with outstandingheroismanddisplayedexemplary
leadership;and

WHEREAS, His actions resultedin the destructionof four successive
enemydefensivepositions,surrenderof a vital sectorof the city of Saulxde
Vesoulandthe deathof at least60 enemysoldiers;and

WHEREAS,ColonelTominacwasalso awardedthe Legionof Merit with
Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star with “V” and Oak Leaf Cluster, the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Army CommendationMedal, the Purple
Heart, the DistinguishedUnit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster, the French
FourragereandtheCombatInfantryBadge;and

WHEREAS, After a distinguishedmilitary careerof 37 years,including
service in the KoreanWar, this dedicatedarmy officer retired in 1979 and
passedawayin 1998 at the ageof 76.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. ColonelJohnJosephTominacMemorialBridge.
(a) Designation.—Thebridgecarrying State Route 271 overthe Little

ConemaughRiver and the Norfolk Southern mainline in the City of
Johnstown, Cambria County, known as the Maple Avenue Bridge, is
redesignatedastheColonelJohnJosephTominacMemorialBridge.

(b) Signs.—TheDepartmentof Transportationshall erect andmaintain
appropriatesignsdisplayingthe redesignatednameof the bridgeto traffic in
bothdirections.
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Section2. Effective date.
Thisactshalltakeeffect in60 days.

APPROVED—The30thdayof June,A.D. 2007.

LAWS OFPENNSYLVAMA

EDWARD G. RENDELL


