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AN ACT
HB 1228

RedesignatingtheClarion River Bridge on Main Streetin Ridgway,Elk County,as
RearAdmiral Paul H. SpeerBridge.

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Paul H. Speer was born in Greensburg,
Pennsylvania,in 1928, the son of Mr. and Mrs. StuartSpeerof Ridgway,
Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS, Admiral Speerbeganhis naval careerin 1946, when he
enlistedin theNavalAviation CollegeProgram;and

WHEREAS, Following two years at Wisconsin State College,Admiral
Speerenteredflight training in 1948 andwasdesignateda NavalAviator in
February1950;and

WHEREAS,Admiral Speer’sfirst assignmentwaswith Air Development
SquadronThreeat theNavalAir Station inAtlantic City, NewJersey;and

WHEREAS, Admiral Speer was subsequentlyordered to Fighter
Squadron172 andparticipatedin the introductionof theF-2H Bansheeinto
theKoreanWar,flying from USS Essex;and

WHEREAS, RearAdmiral Speerattendedthe GeneralLine School in
Monterey, California, in 1953 and laterbecamea flight instructor in the
NavalAir TrainingCommanduntil 1955;and

WHEREAS,From July 1955 to February1961,he servedas a division
officer on USS Bon HommeRichard;OperationsOfficer, FighterSquadron
111; OperationsOfficer, Fleet Air SupportSquadron8; and as a combat
flight instructorwith FighterSquadron124;and

WHEREAS,Admiral Speerthen attendedtheUniversityof California at
Berkeley from January1961 to June 1962, earninga degreein business
administration;and

WHEREAS,Thisassignmentwas followedby a tour as aninstructorwith
the Naval ReserveOfficer Training Corpsat NorthwesternUniversity in
Evanston,Illinois; and

WHEREAS,HewasnamedExecutiveOfficer of FighterSquadron211 in
1965 andCommandingOfficerin 1966;and

WHEREAS, During his tour, Fighter Squadron211 won the NavalAir
Force,Pacific Combat“E” for excellence;and

WHEREAS, He servedon the staffof the CommanderCarrier Division
Threein 1968 and 1969 prior to reportingto MiramarNavalAir Stationin
California, training asa prospectiveAir Wing Commander;and

WHEREAS, He took commandof Attack Carrier Air Wing Eleven in
October 1969 and of Attack Carrier Air Wing Fourteenin January 1970,
makinga deploymenton USSConstellation;and
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WHEREAS,Following his selectionto Captainin July 1970,hereported
to the Office of the Chief of NavalOperationsasthe Head of the Program
BudgetBranchin theAviation PlansandRequirementsDivision; and

WHEREAS, Commencingin April 1972, he served as Commanding
Officer of thecommandshipUSS BlueRidge,andoneyear laterheassumed
conunandof USSConstellation,thenon its eighthdeploymentto theWestern
Pacific;and

WHEREAS,Followinghis selectionto flag rank, Admiral Speerassumed
dutiesasCommander,U.S.NavalForces,Japan,from October1974 to April
1976;and

WHEREAS,He next servedas Commander,Carrier GroupOne, and in
May 1978 he again returnedto Washington,DC, and assumeddutiesas
Directorof theAviation PlansandRequirementsDivision; and

WHEREAS,In June 1980 hebecametheAssistantDeputyChiefofNaval
Operations,wherehe servedbeforereportingto SupremeAllied Commander
Atlantic; and

WHEREAS,Admiral SpeerbecameChiefof Staffto the SupremeAllied
CommanderAtlantic onAugust13, 1981;and

WHEREAS,His personalawards include the Navy Cross,two Legionof
Merit awards,threeDistinguishedFlying Crossawards,the Bronze Star
Medal with Combat“V,” the Air Medal, the Navy CommendationMedal
with Combat“V,” the VietnameseCrossof Gallantryand the Orderof the
SacredTreasurefromtheGovernmentof Japan.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Designationofbridge.
jhe bridge known as the Clarion River Bridge on Main Street in

Ridgway, Elk County, is redesignatedthe RearAdmiral Paul H. Speer
Bridge.
Section2. Markersto beerected.

TheDepartmentof TransportationshallerectsuitablemarkersontheRear
AdmiralPaulH. SpeerBridgein Ridgway,ElkCounty.
Section3. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The2nddayof July, A.D. 2007.

EDWARD 0. RENDELL


