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AN ACT
SB 1156

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,furtherprovidingfor noticeandhearingandfor disposition
of dependentchild.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Sections6336.1and6351(e)(1)of Title 42 of thePennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 6336.1. Noticeandhearing.

Thecourt shall directthe countyagencyor juvenileprobationdepartment
to provide the child’s fosterparent,preadoptiveparentor relativeproviding
carefor the child with timely noticeof the hearing.The court shallprovide
thechild’s fosterparent,preadoptiveparentor relativeprovidingcarefor the
child the lopportunityl right to be•heardat any hearingunderthis chapter.
Unlessa foster parent,preadoptiveparentor relativeproviding care for a
child has beenawardedlegal custodypursuantto section6357 (relating to
rights anddutiesof legal custodian),nothing in this sectionshall give the
fosterparent,preadoptiveparentor relativeprovidingcarefor thechild legal
standingin thematterbeingheardby thecourt.
§ 6351. Dispositionof dependentchild.

(e) Permanencyhearings.—
(1) The court shall conducta permanencyhearingfor the purposeof

determiningor reviewingthe permanencyplan of the child, the dateby
which the goal of permanencyfor the child might be achieved and
whetherplacementcontinuesto bebestsuitedto thesafety,protectionand
physical, mental and moral welfare of the child. In any permanency
hearing heldwith respectto the child, thecourt shall consult with the
child regardingthechild’spermanencyplan in a mannerappropriatelo
the child’s age andmaturity. If the court doesnot consultpersonally
with the child, the court shall ensure that the views of the child
regarding the permanencyplan have been ascertainedto the fullest
extentpossibleandcommunicatedto thecourtby theguardianad litem
under section 6311 (relating to guardian ad litem for child in court
proceedings)or, asappropriateto the circumstancesof the caseby the
child’s counsel,the court-appointedspecialadvocateorotherpersonas
designatedby the court.



SESSIONOF 2007 Act 2007-76 485

Section2. This act shall take effect January1, 2008,or immediately,
whicheveris later.

APPROVED—The18thdayof December,A.D. 2007.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


