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No. 2009-20

ANACT
SB33

Amending the actof June3, 1937 (P.L.1333,No.320),entitled“An act concerning
elections, including general, municipal, special and primary elections, the
nominationof candidates,primary and electionexpensesand electioncontests;
creatingand defining membershipof county boardsof elections;imposing duties
upon the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,courts, county boardsof elections,
countycommissioners;imposingpenaltiesfor violation of the act,and codifying,
revisingandconsolidatingthe laws relatingthereto;andrepealingcertainactsand
parts of acts relatingto elections,” further providingfor powersand dutiesof the
Secretaryof the Commonwealth,for Voting StandardsDevelopmentBoard and
for restrictionson alterationofboundariesof electiondistricts.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section I. Section201(b)of the actof June3, 1937 (P.L.1333,No.320),
known as the PennsylvaniaElection Code, amended October 8, 2009
(P.L.807,No.97), is amendedto read:

Section 201. Powers and Duties of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth—TheSecretaryof the Commonwealthshall exercisein the
mannerprovidedby this act all powersgrantedto him by this act, and shall
perform all the dutiesimposedupon him by this act, which shall include the
following:

(b) To examine and reexaminevoting machines, and to approve or
disapprovethem for use in this State, in accordancewith the provisionsof
this act. The secretaryshall not approve any voting machinefor any
election, Federal or State, in this Commonwealth,that doesnot comply
with therequirementsofsection301 oftheHelp America VoteActof 2002
(Public Law107-252,42 U.S.C.§ 15481).

Section2. Section204(h) of the act, amendedMay 12, 2006 (P.L.178,
No.45), is amendedto read:

Section204. Voting StandardsDevelopmentBoard._* * *

(h) (1) The boardshall havethe powerand duty to developuniform and
nondiscriminatorystandardsthat define what constitutesa valid vote cast
througha paperballot and whatconstitutesa valid vote througheachtype of
electronicvoting systemused in the Commonwealth.On or before July 1,
2003, the board shall adopt standardsfor paperballots and each type of
electronicvoting system.The.departmentshall causethesestandardsto be
publishedasa notice in the PennsylvaniaBulletin.

(2) The standardsadoptedby the boardand publishedby the Department
of State in the PennsylvaniaBulletin Volume 33 Number 31 on August 2,
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2003, shall, for the generalelection in 2004 and any primary, municipal,
specialandgeneralelection in 2006 Land], 2007,2009 and2010,have the
forceand effectof law.

Section 3. Section 536 of the act, amendedMay 16, 2002 (P.L.310,
No.44), is amendedto read:

Section 536. Restrictionson Alteration.—(a) Except as provided in
subsection (b), there shall be no power to establish, abolish, divide,
consolidateor alter in anymanneranelectiondistrict during theperiod IJune
1, 2000] July 15, 2009, through [June 30, 20021 November30, 2012, or
through resolutionof all judicial appealsto the 120021 2012 Congressional

[Reapportionmenti RedistrictingPlan,whicheveroccurslater.
(b) During the period from [June 1, 2000] July 15, 2009, through

December31, 120001 2010,an election district may be divided or election
districtsmaybecombinedif the following are met:

(I) In the caseofthe division of an electiondistrict, theboundaryof each
resulting district is composedentirely of clearly visible physical features
conformingwith the censusblock linesor portionsof the original boundary
of the electiondistrictwhich was divided.

(2) In the caseof the combinationof electiondistricts, the boundaryof
each resulting district is composedentirely of portions of the original
boundariesof the electiondistrictswhich were combined.

(c) If an alterationof an electiondistrict undersubsection(b) is sought,
the following shallapply:

(I) The county boardof electionsshall notify the Lbureau] secretary,in
writing, of the proposedalteration. The notice shall include a map and a
description of the proposedboundaryof any new or altered district or
districts. The Ibureaul secretary shall forward a copy of any notice of
proposedalterationto the Legislative Data ProcessingCenterwithin seven
(7) daysof receipt.

(2) Beforea county boardof electionsmaypetition thecourt for a change
in the boundaryof an electiondistrict underthis lact] section,the secretary
must makea determinationthat the boardhas compliedwith subsection(b).
Any of the following constituteevidenceof the determinationunder this
clause:

(i) A certification by the secretarythat thedeterminationhasbeenmade.
(ii) A certification by the board that noticeunderthis clausehas been

given to the Ibureau] secretaryand that the secretaryhasnot acted within
forty-five (45)daysof the notice.

(3) The boardshallforward a copy of the orderapprovinganyalteration
to the secretaryand the LegislativeData ProcessingCenterwithin seven(7)
daysof the issuanceofthat order.

Section 4. To facilitate effective reapportionmentand redistricting
processesfollowing the 2010 United StatesCensus,no laterthan August 15,
2009,the Secretaryof the Commonwealthshall submit to the United States
Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, any corrections to
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municipal boundariesand election district boundariesas depictedon the
maps maintainedby the bureauwhich may be necessaryto conform the
boundaries to the official municipal boundaries and election district
boundariesof the Commonwealth.If the Secretaryof the Commonwealth
determinesthat no correctionsarenecessary,the secretaryshall so notify the
Majority Leaderand the Minority Leader of the Senateand the Majority
LeaderandtheMinority LeaderoftheHouseofRepresentatives.

Section5. This actshalltakeeffectasfollows:
(1) The amendmentof section204(h)of the act shall takeeffect in 60

days.
(2) The remainderofthis act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The14th dayof July, A.D. 2009.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


