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No. 2009-45

AN ACT
SB925

Amendingtheactof October9, 2008(P.L.1438,No.118),entitled“An actregulating
massagetherapy;establishingthe StateBoard of MassageTherapy;providing for
funds, for licensure, for disciplinary action,for remedies,for penaltiesand for
preemption,” further providing for qualification for licensure and for other
professions.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Sections5 and 13 of the act of October 9, 2008 (P.L.1438,
No.118),known as theMassageTherapyLaw, areamendedto read:
Section5. Qualificationfor licensure.

(a) Applicants.—An applicantshall be cohsideredto be qualified for a
licenseif the applicantsubmitsproofsatisfactoryto the boardof all of the
following:

(1) Theapplicantis of goodmoral character.
(2) The applicanthasahigh schooldiplomaor its equivalent.
(3) The applicanthas completeda massageprogramof at least600

hours of in-class, postsecondaryeducationinstruction approvedby the
[State Board of Private Licensed Schools] board at a regionally
accreditedcollegeor university,Pennsylvaniaprivate licensedschoolor
its equivalent as determined by the board. The program under this
paragraphmust includetraining in thehumanimmunodeficiencyvirus and
relatedrisksandtraining in cardiopulmonaryresuscitation.

(4) The applicanthaspassedanexaminationundersection7.
(5) The applicant has paid a fee as establishedby the board by

regulation.
(6) The applicanthasnot beenconvictedof a felonyunderthe actof

April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as The Controlled Substance,
Drug, Device and CosmeticAct, or of an offense under the laws of
anotherjurisdictionwhich, if committedin this Commonwealth,would be
a felony under The Controlled Substance,Drug, Device and Cosmetic
Act, unlessthefollowing apply:

(i) At leasttenyearshaveelapsedfrom the dateof conviction.
(ii) The applicantsatisfactorilydemonstratesto the boardthat the

applicanthasmadesignificant progressin personalrehabilitationsince
the conviction and that licensure of the applicant should not be
expectedto createa substantialrisk of harmto the healthandsafetyof
the applicant’s clients or the public or a substantialrisk of further
criminal violations.
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(iii) The applicant otherwisesatisfies the qualifications required
underthis act.

(b) Existing practitioners.—Theboard shall issue a license to an
applicantwho, on the effectivedateof this subsection,complies with all of
the following paragraphs:

(1) Is ableto demonstratethat the applicanthasconducteda business
and been an active participant in that businesswhich was mainly the
practiceof massagetherapy.

(2) Meetsthequalificationsdescribedin subsection(a)(l), (2), (5) and
(6).

(3) Complieswith oneof thefollowingsubparagraphs:
(i) Has beenin active, continuouspracticefor at leastfive years

immediatelyprecedingthe effectivedateofthis section.
(ii) Has passeda massagetherapyexaminationthat is part of a

certification program accredited by the National Commission for
Certif~’ingAgencies.

(iii) Hascompleted500 hoursof instructionin massageandrelated
subjects from a massagetherapy program approvedby the IState
Board of Private LicensedSchools]boardat a regionallyaccredited
college or university, Pennsylvaniaprivate licensedschool or its
equivalentasdeterminedby theboard.

(iv) Has:
(A) passed the National Examination for State Licensure

(NESL) offered through the National Certification Board for
TherapeuticMassageandBodywork(NCBTMB); and

(B) completed100 hours of instructionin massageandrelated
subjects.
(v) Has:

(A) passedthe MassageandBodywork LicensureExamination
(MBLEx) offeredthroughthe Federationof StateMassageTherapy
Boards(FSMTB); and

(B) completed100 hours of instructionin massageandrelated
subjects.

(c) Temporarypracticepermit.—
(1) Theboardmay issuea temporarypracticepermit to anapplicantin

order to permit the applicantto practicemassagetherapyduring the six-
monthperiodaftercompletionof the applicant’seducationprogram.

(2) The temporarypracticepermit issuedunderparagraph(1) shall be
nonrenewableand shallexpireon theearlierof:

(i) six monthsfrom thedateof issuance;or
(ii) thedatetheapplicantfails the licensingexamination.

(d) Transferability.—Alicenseanda temporarypracticepermit are not
transferable.
Section 13. Otherprofessions.
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Nothing in this act shall be construedas preventing, restricting or
requiringlicensureofanyof the following activities:

(1) The practiceof a professionby an individual who is licensed,
certified or registeredby a Commonwealthagencyunderother law and
who is performingservicesor advertisingwithin the authorizedscopeof
practice.

(2) Thepracticeof massagetherapyby an individual employedby the
FederalGovernmentwhile the individual is engagedin theperformanceof
dutiesunderFederallaw.

(3) A studentenrolledin a massagetherapyeducationprogramwho is:
(i) conductingmassagetherapyactivitiesunderthe supervisionof:

(A) a licensee;or
(B) instructorsor supervisorswho meetthe licensingcriteria of

the Departmentof Educationor theboard;and
(ii) enrolled in a [school approved by the Department of

Education or by the board] program approvedby the boardat a
regionally accreditedcollegeor university or Pennsylvaniaprivate
licensedschoolor its equivalentas determinedby the board.
(4) Thepracticeby an individualwhile performingreflexology.
(5) The practiceof an individual who usestouch,wordsanddirected

movementto deepenawarenessof existing patternsof movementin the
bodyandto suggestnewpossibilitiesof movement,while engagedwithin
thescopeof practiceof a professionwith establishedstandardsandethics.

(6) The practiceof an individual who usestouch to affect theenergy
systems,acupoints,Qi meridiansor channelsofenergyof the humanbody
while engaged within the scope of practice of a profession with
establishedstandardsand ethics. Such practicesinclude acupressure,
Asian bodywork therapy, polarity therapy bodywork, quigon, reiki,
shiatsuandtui na.
Section2. This actshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The18thdayof September,A.D. 2009.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


