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AN ACT 
SB 302 

Amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, 
providing for c_ounty directors of veterans' affairs. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby 
enacts as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 17 of Title 51 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated 
Statutes is amended by adding a subchapter to read: 

SUBCHAPTER D 
COUNTY DIRECTORS OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Sec. 
1731. Accreditation. 
§ 1731. Accreditation. 

(a) Eligibility.-In order to be eligible for appointment as a director of 
veterans affairs in a county of this Commonwealth, a person must 
maintain a United States Department of Veterans Affairs accreditation in 
accordance with the provisions of 38 CFR § 14.629 (relating to 
requirements for accreditation of service organization representatives; 
agents; and attorneys) with one of the following: · 

(1) The department. 
(2) A veterans' organization listed under section 1702(b) (relating 

to State Veterans' Commission). 
(b) Time.-

(1) A person who is appointed as a director of veterans affairs in a 
county of this Commonwealth shall have up to one year from the date of 
appointment to attain the training and certification required under this 
title. 

(2) A person who has been appointed as a director of veterans 
affairs in a county of this Commonwealth prior to the effective date of 
this section shall have one year from the effective date of this section to 
attain the training and certification required under this title. 
(c) Additional duties.-In addition to the duties provided for under a 

statute other than this title, a director of veterans affairs shall do all of the 
following: 

(1) Serve as a local contact between the United States Department 
of Veterans Affairs, the department and an individual in the armed 
forces of the United States, an individual who was discharged from the 
service and a dependent of the individual. 

(2) Advise an individual in the armed forces, a veteran or a 
dependent of the individual or veteran of available Federal, State and 
county veterans' benefits. 
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(3) Aid an individual in the armed forces, a veteran or a dependent 
of the individual or veteran in completing required Federal, State and 
local veterans' affairs forms in compliance with current regulations and 
policies. 

(4) Work under the direct supervision of the county commissioners 
and within the guidelines provided by the department and the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs. 

(5) Participate in programs provided by the department, including: 
(i) Annual training and refresher courses provided by the 

Office of the Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans' Affairs. 
(ii) Five-year recertification as required by the United States 

Department of Veterans Affairs for veterans' service officer 
accreditation. 

(d) Office duties.-The Office of the Deputy Adjutant General for 
Veterans' Affairs shall establish a county director of veterans affairs 
training program, agreed upon with the State Association of County 

Directors of Veterans Affairs, which shall include the following: 
(1) Development of program guidelines and procedures as required 

under this subchapter. 
(2) Maintenance of training records. 
(3) Maintenance of competency scores for purposes of documenting 

and monitoring accreditation status. 
(4) Annual recertification and qualification. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days. 

APPROVED-The 15th day of May, A.D. 2013 

TOM CORBETT 
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