
ACTS

OP TIlE

~nera1~~emb1~of ~enn~1~nt~.

Pa~sec1at a Session which commencedMay 24th, J7~1,

aiid endedJune25th, 1181.

JOSEPHREED, PRES1~E~cTOPTHE EXECrn~IVECOUNCIL.

P. A. MUHLENBERG, SPEAZEROPTEE GENERALA~SEMBU~

CHAPTERDCCC~XXXIV.

4n ACTfor therepealofsomuchofthelawsof thi~commonwealttz,
asmakethecontinentalbills ofcredit, and the bills emittedbythe
resolvesor actsoftheAssembliesofthesaidcommonwealth,a lekal
tender, andfor otherpurposesthereinmentioned.

WHEREAS the honourablethe ContinentalCongress~and
the different Legislaturesof the United Statesof America, strug-.
gling in supportof their inbornrights andinvadedliberties, have
beennecessitated,by reasonof the scarcityof specie,to emitlarge
sumsof papercurrency,by the rapid depreciationwhereofthe said
United Stateshave labourcdundergreat difficulties in procuring
thenecessarysuppliesfor carryingon the presentwar: And where-
as the quantity of speciebeiiig of lateconsiderablyincreasedwithin
the saidtlthted States, the said Congresshave, in the most pres-
singmanner,recommendedto thedifferentLegislaturesof thesame
Statesto repealall laws, making the paper bills of credit of the
UnitedStatesalegaltend..~r,cqualto goldor silver: In compliance
with the saidrecommendation,andfor attainingthe goodendsand
purposestherebyint~ndcd,

U. Be it enacted,and it isherebyenacted,That so much of all Part ofd~’
andevery of thelaws of this commonwealth,asd�ciarethebills of ~
creditemittedby the honourr~hlethe CoiidnentalCongress,or by
th~.resolvesof theAssembliesof’ the lateprovinceof Pi:nrsylvania,
or by thepresentor late Assembly or Assembliesof this common-
wealth, to be a legal tender,in dischargeof debts, contractsor
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1~81. demands,andsomuch of the iaid laws, as imposeany penalty~r
Y~ forfeitureupon~personsrefusingto acceptanyof thesaidbills ofcredlit

~insatisfactionofanydebts,contractsordemands,andso much~f the
~saidlaws,asimposeanypenaltyor forfeiture uponpersonsrefusing
to receivethe saidbills of creditinpaymentfor an~live stock,neces-
saryof life, commodity, arficle or goods-whatsoever,or uponper-
Sonsoffering suchgoodsor articles,for a lessprice or smallersum
of màneyto bepaidin gold or silver, or othercurrentmoney,than
in thebills of creditaforesaid,oi~upon personsgiving or receiving
agrearçrnominalsumof th~~aidbi11~of creditfor alessin goldorsil-
ver, shall be,and.thesameisandareherebyrepealedandmadevoid.

~‘roviso, III. Providç~dalways nevertheless,That the foregoingclause
~ ~hallnot extend,orbeconstruedto extend, torepeal,alteror make
~et.obe void any laws, or sectionsor clausesof laws, whereby the paper
receivedin bills of credit, emitted’in~pursuanceof an actpassedonthe twenty-
~‘~t fifth day of March,onethousand~sevenhundredand eighty, and
~ thepaperbills of credit emittedin pursuanceof the actpassedon

the seventhday of April, one tl~ot~sandsevenhundredandeighty-
one,are made receivable, at.~hesamerateas gold andsilver, in~
thepaymentof the arrearages.of purchasemoneydue for landsor
lots sold, or tQ besold or conveyedby this state,forfeited estates
only excepted. “

*0 ~ IV. Providedalso, That nothing in this actcontainedshallaffect
anyten~dermadein dueand legal manner,underand accordingto

de, ~. thedirectiOnsof any of thesaid laws, oranysuits, actionsor judg-
ments~i’~hichhavebeencommencedor had,or whichare nowde-
p~hding,or Whichhereaftermaybe brought, for or by reasonQI
~ñy tendermadebeforethe.passing~ofthis act.

V. And beit further enacted,rJ~hatall debts,dutie~,rents, an-
• cua. unities,andotherdemands,grantedor c~nti&~ctedforby aüy deed,

~!l~ndoa. will, mortgage,‘bond~specialty,bill of exchange,-note~assumpsit,
gschar~ed,or ~otherwise,sincethe first day of fanuary, one thousandseven

• ~ 1iur~dredand~v~uty~seven,whichwereexpressed,to be paid..and
• ~1i~chai’gedin anyfor~igumoney,or hi goldandsilver’moneyof any

dçnomination,oi inbullion, or ‘in any commodity, andwhich h~ye
• . not èinceh~enpaid and satisfied,or’ discharged,shallbe deemed;

construedánd,t~kento beyet due,and owing from debtors to cre-
•“~ ditors in such mdne~or otherc9mmodity, as in the ~sa’idcontracts

wereexpr~ssed,andthe samemay be su~dfor and recoveredin
any çoürt of. justice within this commonwealth,having competent

jurisdiction, in so‘much. gold or silver money,as shall be equal
in value ~o~thedebtbr duty, accordingto the tcrin~of the,con-
tract. . , . , . , ,

, . VI. And whereasmostof.the debtscontractedbQfore the first -

day- qf ‘~a~ary,one thousandsevenhundred-and seventy-sevOn,
ar~e4t~ea~d~owin~fro~n.persont,who, from principles of hono~ir
andl~onesty,haycdeclinedpayingtheircreditors with a deprecia-
ted gapercurrency, whenb~lawtheymighthave so4one, and.it.
WouLd be unreasonabjethat suchdebtors shouldbe compelledto
dischargetheirold debtsingold orsilver mon~~~nti1 it shall be-
come‘more plenty andeasierto be acquired; •,

~ VII. Be ~t thereforeenacted,Thatwhere any 3itdgmentairea-
briore the dy bathbeen,Qr here~tfteishallbe,enteredin any Court of Record,



-within thiscommonwealth,by default, upon the confcssionof the 1781.
party, the reportofreferees,or theverdict of ajury-, or otherwise, ~—r—~
for anysumof moneycontractedfor or due for rents, ground-rents~
or annuities,beforethefirst day of January,one thousandseven~y~su~
hundredand seventy-seven(debtsdue to the state excepted)the
said courtis herebyauthorizedif the samebe not ascertainedby’
the saidconfession,reportor verdict) to ascertainhow much of
thesaidsumof moneyis due to the plaintiff for the principal sum
due,andhow muchthereofis for interest,damages,costsandchar-
ges,and togivejudgmentfor thewholesum, whichjudgmentshall
remainasalien uponthe realestateof the defendants,in thesame
mannerasjudgmentsatlaw bind suchestate; and thereuponthe
said courtshall awardexecutionagainstthe defendantfor so much
of the said sum only, as the said interest, damages,costs anti
charges,shallamountto, which money shallbe levied, recover~d
andpaid, in goldandsilver money; but no execution shall issue
for thç principalsumuntil two yeai-safterthe passing of this act,
or until permissionshallbe given for that purposeby anact of the
Assemblyof this commonwealth; but the defendantshall never-
thelesspay the interestof thesaidprincipal sum yearly, as it shall~ws~the

grow due,and in default thereofthe plaintiff shall be entitled to ~ ~,

writs of execution, asoften as thereshall be occasionto recover
the same.* Proviso re-

- .VIII. Provided alwwjsnevertheless,That if the defendantsin fendaists,

any suchcauseshallnotbe,,at the timeof renderingthesaid judg- ~~?eflt

ment, seisedof a sufficient realestatewithin this commonwealth,~ estaEes

in hisown right, to securethe said debt, andshall be aboutto de~
part from this state,without leavingsuch real estate,andshallre-
fuseto give othersecurityfor the said principal sum, to the satis-
faction of the said court, then,and in suchcase,the said court are
herebyauthorizedandrequiredto award executionfor the whole
sumcontainedin the saidjudgment, as well principal as interest,
damages,costsandcharges,anythinghereincontainedto the con-
trary notwithstanding.

IX. And in order to prevent unnecessarysuits, and to give
debtors a reasonabletime to preparethemselves for paym.mt of v~br~e~r~

their old debtsbeforeany suit canbebrought, Beit enacted,That ~
no suit shall be commencedagainstany person(other than the ~

subjectsof hisBritanuic Majesty)for any debt or duty contracted~ o~
4

a~ux.

for before the first day of January,onethousandsevenhundred~hJl rot.b~

andseventy-seven,underor by yb-tueofthis act, where the sum
demandedexceedsfifty pounds,‘within less than six mOnthsfrom ~

the passing of this act, unless the creditorsshall have demanded~
from the personof the debtor, or by a note‘in writing left at the
placeof hisabode,satisfactionof the saiddebt, atleastthreemonthsCf ~ the

before bringinghis suit, or unlessthecreditor, orsomepersonfor ~tes to
4him, shallswearor affirm, that he apprehendsa dangerof losing~i.1’i,p~

hisdebtby the delay.f
X. Andbe it further enacted,Thatnothingin this act contained

shall eEtendto revive any debts or demands,which were,on or 1stofj~iLu.

before the first clay of January,one thousand seven hundredand
seventy-six,barredby any act for the limitation of actionsthen in ~
‘force ; andthatno debt or demand,which was notbarredby such of~t1ofl/



1781. ac~for the limitation of actionson thesaid first day of January,
L.-.r...) one thousandsevenhundredandseventy-six,shallbebarredby th~

~ bee. saidact, until two yearsafter the passingof this act, anduntil such
time as is limited by law, accordingto thenatureof eachcase.

XI. And whereasdiverspersons,asagents, factors,bailiffs and.
receivers,sheriffs, attorniesat law anti in fact, executors,adminis-
trators, guardians,trusteesand other persons,in right of their
respectiveoffices, trusts and appointments, may have received.
sumsofmoney, for theuseoftheirprincipalsandpersonsinterested,
some of whom mayhave applied suchmoniesto their own use,
othersmayhavekeptthe same by them, until it depreciatedto a
muchgreaterdegree,andothers mayhaveplacedthe sameouton
interest,for the us~andbenefitof their principals,anti it is fit and.
right that justice shouldtakeplacein suchvaried cases,asnearly
as maybe ascertained;

~ XII. ~e it therefore enacted, That where any agent,factor,
receivin~ bailiff, or receiver,sheriff, attorneyat law or in fact, executor,ad-

~ ministrator,guardian,trustee,or othr person,has, in right of his
~:r1~te office, trustor appointment,receivedanysum or sums of money,

for the use of his or their principals,or persons interested,anti
have appliedthe sameto their own privateuse, in suchcase heor
they shallbeaccountabletohis ortheirprincipalsorpersonsint~r~~st-
edasaforesaid,for somuchgold-andsilvermoney,as thesaid bills at
credit,orothermoney,soby themreceived,wereworth atthetimeo
suchapplication,accordingtotherateof depreciationaffixcd.ti theact
entitled 4n Act directin,ç themodeo~adjust~ngandsattlin~’thepay-
ment ofdebtsandcontractsenteredinto andmade betwcenthe first
day ofJanuary, onethousandsevenhundredandseventy-seven,and
~hefirst day ofJ11~rch,one thousandsevenhu2’~dredand ei,çhty-oiie,
andfor otherpurposestherein mentioned,passedthe third d~yat

~v~i.i, April, onethousandsevenhundredandeighty~one.*And where
CI/~P~ any such agent,factor,bailiff, rec~iver,sheriff, attorneyat law ox’

• in fact, executor,administrator,guardian,trustee,oroilier person,
• havingreceivedany sumor sumsof moneyas aforesaid, shall ren~

der an account,on oath or affirmation, of themannerof hisdispo-
sing of the same,and of the profit or lossarising thereupon, and
theprincipalor otherpersoninterestedasaforesaidshall notbe able /

‘to disprovethe same,in caseof loss, then, andin suchcase, such
profit or lossshall go to the benefitor prejudiceof the principalsor
personsinterestedas aforesaid,allowing a reasonablecompensation
tosuchagent, factor,bailiff, receiver, sheriff; attorneyat law or in
fact, executor,administrator,guardian, trustee or other person,
fpr histroublein managing~hesame;andif anysuchagc-nt, factor,
bailiff, receiver, sheriff, attorneyatlaw or in fact, executol-,ad-
ministrator, guardian, trustee, or othersuchierson receiving as
aforesaid,shall declineto makesuchoath ox’ affirmation, and to
vendersuchaccount,it shallbe presumedthat he appliedthe said
moniesto his own use,andhe shall be accountabletherefor, in the
mannerhereinbeforementionedin such cases.

XIII. Andwhereasby an actofAssemblyof thiscommonwealth,
passedthe twenty-seventhof November,one thousandsevenhun-
died andseventy-nine,entitled~4m4ctfor th~better rupportofcer-



tam officers ofthis state,andforascertaining’ the epec~ficfinesand 1781.
penahies-whichtheymayincur bya neglectof duty~the feesof the “.~

said officers,and thefines andpenaltieswhich theymight incur by ‘~~ba1,.~
aneglectof duty, were regulatedby the price of wheat,which
has beenfoundinconvenientanduncertain.

XIV. Beit thereforeenacted,That, from andafterthe passingPecaof
of this act, all thefees due tothe officersin the said act mentioned,~
andall the fines andpenaltieswhich they have or may incur by a incur~4.to

neglect of duty, shall be paid, levied, collected and receivedby ~&~‘&~?
andfrom them in gold andsilvermoney, as they were regulatedby
law or practice, underthe lategovernmentof Pennsylvania,before
the first day ofJuly, one thousandsevenhundredand seventy-six,
any thingin the saidlaw to thecontrarynotwithstanding.

XV. And whereasby an act of Assemblyof thiscommonwealth,
passedtheeighth day of March, onethousandsevenhundred apd
eighty, entitled An Act torestoreandascertaindiversfines, penal-
tiesandforfeitures,hereaftermentioned,whichmay be incurred by
the breachof certain acts of Assemblyof this commonwealth,j-the~
said finespenaltiesand forfeitures, thereinmentioned, were also
regulatedby the priceof wheat, which modehasbeenfoundincon-
venient, uncertainand inadequate:Be it thereforeenacted,ThatAU faa

all fines,penaltiesandforfeitures, of everykind, impos~clby virtue °~‘~Y
ofany actsof theAssembliesof thelate provinceof Pennsylvania,lembly to

which arenow in force,shall belevied,collected and recoveredin
somuch goldandsilver money,as in the saidseveralacts is parti-
cularly inflicted and respectivelyspecified; andall fines,penalties
andforfeitures, imposedby any actsof the Assembly of this com-
monwealth,sincethe revolution, shallbelevied, collectedand re-
coveredin so muchgold andsilvermoney,asthe sumspecified in
the respective acts, for the said fines, penaltiesand forfeitures,
wereworthat the severaltimesof pasbingthe said acts, according~Seechap.
to the rateof depreciationaforesaid4 1031, 1134.

XVI. Providedalways,and be it further enacted,Thatall debtscontracts

or contractswhich havebeenenteredinto atanytime,from or since ~“

the first dayof March,onethousandsevenhundredandeighty-one,~
or shall be enteredinto hereafter,shall bepaid and dischargedac- to thelma-
cording to the sp~ciLtinatureof the contract,that is to say; con-~c~’ cxccpt~

tractsmadefor goldandsilver shall be paidanddischargedin the
same andcontractsmadefor papercurrencyof any emissionshall
bepayablein the sameemission,excepting,only, that contractsen-
teredinto as abovefor old continental cdI-rency(if any suchthere
be) shallbe liquidatedand paid at specievalue,which valueshall
be ascertainedanddeterminedby aJusticeof thePeace,or theJus-
tices of the CommonPleas,as the casemaybe,within their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

XVII. Andbe it further enacted,That nothing in this act shallNewco~ti-

be extendedto preventthe receiving the bills of credit emitted in ~

consequenceof the resolution of Congress of the eighteenthof ~

March,onethousandsevenhundredandeighty, in taxesto be laid
in pursuanceof an act of GeneralAssembly of thisstate,entitled
4 Supplementtoan act,entitledAn act forfunding and redeeming
~bebills ofcredit oft/ic United&atesofAmerica, andforpro’aiding



rneansto br’ing tiiep~esentwar to an happy conclusion,*passedthe
nineteenth~lay of December, one thousandsevenhundredand
eighty.

~?assed~1 June,1781.—Recordetlin Law flookvoL ‘1. page442. (p3

• • (‘p) The ~actshere repealed are,
•chap.727, passedJanuary29th,1777.

/ • • 1kt’Kea,~’eediticet, pa. 7, cliap 741,
• • passed •March 20th, 1777, M’Iean’~

• ‘edition, pa.48.
• • TheoperatiQnof thetenderlawssus-

• •pendecl for tlil-ee months, by an act
passedMay 31st, 1780, (Chap. 900.)
M’Kea~’eedition,pa.388.
Byan actp3ssedSeptember22d,1780D

(chap. 907,) M’Kean’s- eUiti~n,pa.406.
Thesuspensioncontinueduntil theend

• ~f thenext sitting ~f the GeneralAs-
sembly. ,The actqf 31st M~y,1780,

• xevive4andamended,andcontinuedin.
• foi-ce, ~yact of ±~ecember22d, 1780,

(chap.912,) ~l~can’s edition,pa.418.
And, by alVactpassedF~b’y20th, 1781,
~chap.916) M’Kean’3 edition, pa. 433,
all acts inakin~bills of creditalegal

• tender~were,suspendedso far, but it
wasprovided,that the,.act shouldnot

• • beconstruedto~cxtend“ To any She-
i-1f1 Atto~ney,Executor, Atiministra-

• tor Guardian,’om- other personhaving
receivedmbney,by legal ~tuthorityin
~ig-htof another,~hut that it shoulclbe
“lawful to makepayment, in ~ailsuch
casesCs mi~IiChave beendonebefore
thepassing~ithis a~t,nor to prevent
thebills of credit from being of”the

• samevalue in th~payment of t5xes,
and.alt otI~erdebtsanti demands~hat-

• soeyer,as the bills bfcredit of the
United States issuedbefore the eigh.

• • tècnthdayof March lAst, (1780.)
• • See the depreciationact, anti the

• notes‘theretosubjoined,vol. 1,pa. 519,
• • ~(chimp.924’.)
• Tueactsfo~t~lcemission of bills of

• credit;previous.to the revolutiQll al-c,
• chap. 261, 267, 274,289, 300,319,353,

412, 672, 698, 713, (see post. noteto
‘chap. 959;) andafter the cemmence-

• nient of the revolution) by. an act of
March 20th, 1777, (chap. 741, above
referredto) the sumof~.200,000,were
emittedin biils of ct-edit, andatax im-

• posedon ah1 i-cal and personal ‘estate
- for the purposeof, sinking the same.

The10th sectionof the net declared,
thatall bills of credit bearingdate,at
anytime befoi-e the 1st of July, 1759,
~houldnot passin paymentof anydebt
or demandafter the 1st of Octob~i’,
1777,exceptfor ~axes,in order to sink
and destroy the said. bills. Supple-
snentsto this net,chap.756, 757.

By anactofMarch 23c1, 1778, (chap.
780,)it was enacted,that tbø bills of

credit, issued under ~,he authorityof
thecrownof Great-Britain, ha or be-
fore the19th of April, 1775,shallcease
to ‘be a legal tender in any payment
whatsoeve~,thatall acts making.them’
current, shall be repealed,exceptso
far asrespectsthe conviction andpun-

‘ishment of persons counterfeiting,or”
alteringsuchbills of credit, or littering -

thesame,knowing,them tobe‘counter-
feitedandaltered andthatsuchpartsof
all acts, as relate to the~sinkingthe
saidbills ofcredit,by taxes, excise,or,
otherwise,~hahlalsoberepealed. The
act, however, provided,that suchbills-
ofcreditmight, on or beforethe1st of
June,1778, eitherbepaid. in taxes,oi~
into the Loan-Office, or exchangedat
the StateTreasuryfor an equalsun~in
the‘paper moneyof theCongt-ess,or of
the commonwealth:but after the 1st
of June,1778,(with an allowance of~i
shortterm to abscntee~)they werede’
‘daredto beirredeemable. ‘rheprovi-
sions’ofthis actwere extendedto the
provincial bUlsef credit issuedby the
act of September3pt1,, 1775,” (chap;
713,) by an act.of.I~ay25th, 1778,.
(chap.789.)

By act of March 28th,~1780, one
hundred thousand pounds emitted in
bills of,credjtfor thepresentsupportof
the army, &c. (chap. 896,) madeale~
gal tende1~by act of th~‘23dof’ Deccm.
her, 1780, (chap. 913.) By chap. 93~,
the Executive was empowered ~c,
sell City ‘lots sufficient to redeemso
much of theblils emittedby the actof
March,1780, asslrnulcl nut beredeem-

• edby theproceedsof’ the saleof’ I>i’o.
vince.Island and by the act of June
25th, 1781, (chap. 237,sect.5,) for’
raisingadditionalsupplies for the year
1781,certaintaxes’were imposed,and
thebills of øreditemitted by the a~tof
March, -1780, were declaredto berq-
eemvablein payment. Thesebill,s were
fundedon the‘Cit7 LotS andProvincC-
Island, andhavebeenentirely redeem-
ed, Acts passedfor redeemingpublic
debts,April 10th, 1792, (chop. 1635,)
Februam-y 9th, 1793, (chap. 1642,)
April 22d, 1794, (chap.1764.) -

It will be obvious, however, that.
but asmall partCf the Act in thetext,
can now have any operation. By the
10th Sect.ofthefirst articleof the con-
stitutionofthe ~initedStates,no State
canemit bills of credit, or make any
tl~in~but gold and s~lvera te,nde;’~
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paymentofd,ebts. All the aboveacts, See Holthmgrwortli v. Ogle, 1 Dallas, 1~’8I.
notprinted in this edition,at large,‘will 257. ,~alwsonr. Hocier, ib. 406. East-
be foundin t~ietableof titles prefixed, ~uickv. Jlugg, lb. 222.
with ai-eferenceto therecordsof them,
undertheappropriateyears.

CHAPTER DCCCCXXXV’L

A SUPPLEMENT to an act, entitled An actfor establishinga
Land-OJ/lce,andfor otherpurposesthereinmentzo?2cd.~

520.
WhEREAS it appearsnecessaryto explaincertainpartsof

the act, entitled An act for establishinga Land-~ff1ce,andforothe,-
purposesthereinmentioned,andto makesome amendmentsthere-
to, Therefore,

IL Be it enacted,and it is herebyenacted,That the meaningof
thewordlocation,mentionedin the fifth sectionof thesaidact,was, fined.

is, andis herebydeclaredto be,anapplicationmadeby anyperson
or personsfor landin the office of the secretaryof the lateLand-
Office of Pennsy1van~a,andenteredin thebooks of the mdcl offi�e,
numberedandsentto the Surveyor-General’soffice.

ilL Andbe it further enacted,That it shall andmay be lawful ~
to andfor thePresident,or, in his absence,the ‘Vice-President,in
Council,to sign all and,every warrantandwarrantsof acceptance,~-s’~rveil

re-surveyand partition, as fully as the Governorof thelate pro-
vinceof Pennsylvania,or Commissionerof property,mightor could
havedone.

IV. Andbeit further enacted,That the Receiver-Generalshall,~

onceinevery month, pay into the handsof the Treasurerof this~a~mo~j~

commonwealth,all monieswhich shall comeinto his handsby vir- ~reaurer
oncemeyertueof the said act, to which this is a supplement,which shallbe mpntl,,&c.

subjectto the disposalof the Legislatureof this state,to whom he
~ to accountoncein everyyear.

‘V. Andbeitfurt/zer enacted,Thattherateof exchange,at which ~
theReceiver-Generalshallreceivethefive poundssterlingfor-ever bi$tim
hundredacresofland,shallandis herebydeclaredto be,at the rateO~s

- to recemveof onehundi-edandsixty-sixandtwo thirdsof thecurrencyofthis time five
statefor onehundredpoundssterling.
• Passed25th June,1781.—Recordedin LawBook vol. I. page449.


