
1785. Wardensof the saidcity, shallsubmit the plans,wherebythesaid
‘—.~.---—‘ court-housesshallbe erected,tothe approbationof the Presidentor

~ Vice-Presidentin Council, in order that their outwardforms may
anbinittedto bealike anduniform, as aforesaid.]
the~
the, Passed.8th April, 1785.—RecordedinLaw Book No. II. page527.

CHAPTER MOLYL

AnACTfor establishingtheqfficeof a Registerofall Germanpan.
sengers,who shall arrive at tileport of Philadelphia, andof all
indenturesby whichany of themshall be boundservantsfor their
freight, andofthe assigmnentsof such servantsin the city of
Philadelphia. (a)

SECT. i. WHEREAS, by severalacts of Assembly of the
province of Pennsylvania,all mastersof vessels, merchantsand
ethers, importing by land or bywater, anymenor women paasen-
gersorservants,are obliged, within the spaceof twenty-four hours
aftertheir arrival, tomakeentry,andgive or causetq begiven,up-
on oathor affirmation, to the officer for that purposeappointed,a
true andjust accountof all the namesof the servantsand passen-
gersso imported,which accountthe said officer shouldduly enter
with the Mayor of the city of Philadelphia, if such passengers
weredesignedto bela~idedat Philadelphia: Andthat thesaidMay.
or shouldexamineinto the characterand circumstancesof suchser-
vantsandpassengers,andgrantcertificates,containingthe namesof
all the servantsor passengerswhichhe shouldjudgefit to belanded:
And that every indenture,wherebyany such Germanpassenger
shouldbe bound to servehis or hermasteror mistress,should be
acknowledgedbeforethe Mayor or Recorderof the city of Phila-
delphia,andhe keepan exactrecordthereof, clearlyexpressingthe
province,county,city, boroughor township,whereinsuchmasteror
mistressresides,andthat the saidMayorandRecorderin the said
city shouldin like mannerkeeparecordof the assignmentsof ser-
vants, thereinexpressingthe placesof the assigneesabode:

SECT. ii. And whereas,sincethe changeof the governmentof
Pennsylvania,the offices of Mayor and Recorder of the city of

t~tctof ‘Philadelphiahave beenvacated,and theJusticesof the Peaceof
~ the said city collectively, or any three Qf them, by an actof this

commonwealth,~are empoweredto do andperform certainspecial
mattersandthings, formerly directedto bedoneandperformedby
theMayor, Recorder and Aldermenof the said city; butno pro-
vision has beenhitherto madeby lawfor registeringthenamesof
the Germanpassengers,who shall arrive at the port of Philade1~
phia, and taking the acknowledgmentof the indenturesof such

(a) The reviva’ of thecorporation, laws referredto in thepreamble, see
by theact of the 11th of March, 1789, anactof the,2TthofJanuary,1749 50.
doesnot appearto affect the establish- and~n a~t~f the ~8thof May, 1765.
meatof theRegister’soffice. For the
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passenger’sas shallormaybind,themselvesser~rantsfortheir freight:
And whereasreasonandjustice requirethat the officer, who is. to
executeso importanta trust for foreigners,shouldbefully acquaint-
edwith their language,andableto conversewith them:

SECT. In. Beit enacted,and it is herebyenactedby theReprn.
sentativesof the Freemenof the commonwealthofPennsylriania, in
GeneralAssemblymet, and by the authority of thesame, That anAtiol~lqetot’

bffice for registeringall Germanpassengers,who at any time here~~
after shall arrive at the port of Philadelphia,andthe e~ecutionof ~

all suchindentures,by which any of suchpassengersshall bindhim ~

or herselfservantsfor their freight, shallbe and Isherebyestablish-
ed; andthata person, understandingand speakingtheEnglishand ~&cer to~e

Germanlanguageswith easeandpropriety,aninhabitantof thesaid
city, in confidenceandreputationwith thepublic for his integrity the 1~ermau

and discretion, shall from time to time be appointedandcommis-language.

sioned by the Presidentor Vice-Presidentin Council, and, beingHow quail.

duly sworn to thetrue and faithful performanceof the severaldu- fie~
ties requiredof him by this act, beforethe Chief Justiceor anyone
of the Judgesof the SupremeCourtof this state,shall be theRe-
gister of German passengersarriving in the port of Philadelphia,
and,by virtue of his said office, shalluseand exerciseall the pow-~
ersandauthoritiesof a Justiceof the Peacefor the city andcounty aitd~utics,

of Philadelphia,as far as thesameshall berequiredfor thesupport
andefficacy of his office, and the laws respectingtheimportationof
Germanpassengers,andbindingthem out servants,and nOt other.
wise: And that theHealth-officer,having receivedfromthe captain~uea1tbof-

bf anyvesselimporting Germanpassengersthe list of their names, ~i~i

shall, with his Germaninterpreter, review all the saidpassengers ?~°~
on board, men, women and children, anti enquire whetherany PaaaCflg0r5~

of them are superannuated,impotent, or, otherwise likely to be-
come chargeableto the public, andmakereportthereof in writing ‘The repoec
to the said Register,who, if he approvesthereof, shall enterthe ~e~

05
same in a book for thatpurposeto be kept by’him, and transmittrannm~tted

the original thereofto the office of the secretaryof the Supreme~~?e Secie-
Executive Council, and give his orderand licenceto landsuchof
them as are returnedsound,without any defectin. mindandbody. ordertoiand.

SECT. iv. And be it fz~rtherenactedby theauthority aforesaid,1nil~nt~re~

That all indenturesof si~chGermanpassengers,men, womenand~
children, by which they shallbeboundto serve,andall assignments ~
of servantsmadewithin the said city, shall be madeandacknow-
ledged beforethe said Register,or his lawful deputy, andby him deputy.
certified, and the full contentsthereofentesedandregisteredin the
same manner,and to the same effect, as servants’indenturesand
assignmentsof servantswereheretoforeby law madeandacknow-
ledgedbeforethe Mayor of the city of Philadelphia,and by him
registered;and that all personswhom it may concernshallbe enti- ~

tied to havea copyor abstractof suchregister. 5tven.

SECT. V. And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid,Peeof the

That the feesof the said.Registershall bethe sai~ieas were us~ially~
IL,
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1785. takenby the Mayorsof the said.city, until it shall beotherwisepro:
~ videciby actof Assembly.

Passed8th April, 1785—Recordedin Law BookNo. II. page5~2.(5)

(b) By an act concerningtheedu- schooling for everyyearof his or
‘cation of Germanredemptioners,who term of servitude; andit shallbe the /

areminors,passed19thof March,1810, clfity of the Reghterof Germanpassen-
all mastersor mistressesof Germanre- ‘gers, to insert the samefully in their
demptioners,who areminors, andwho indentures.
shall arriveat theport of Philadelphia (Seechap.49, vol. 1, page10,andthe
after tbe passingof this act, shall give noteatheretosubjoined.)
to the said red~mptionersi~weeks

CHAPTERMCLVII.
An ACT tt repealpart of an act of Assembly,entitled “An act to

prevent the erecting any new and independentstatewithin the
limits ofthis commonwealth,”sofar as it directs trialfor ~fences
in another county, than that in whichthe offencewasor might
havebeencommitted.

~gina1act, SEcT. i. WHEREAS, by the commonlaw, trial is by jury
~ of thevicinage,and in Pennsylvaniathe trial of offenceshas inva-

riably beenby goodand lawful men of the county,whereintheof-
fencewas committed: And whereas’it is declaredandestablished
by the constitutionof this commonwealth,that trial shall be by
jury, asheretofore:And whereas,in andby an actof Assemblyof
this commonwealth,entitled “An act to preventthe erecting any
newandindependentstate,within thelimitsof this commonwealth,”
enactedon the third dayof December,in the yearof our Lordone,
thousandsevenhundredand eighty two, it wasenacted,thatif any
personor personsshouldcommit any offenceagainstthe saidact,
every such offendermight be tried, at the discretionandupon th~
orderof the SupremeExecutiveCouncil, in any othercountythan
that in which the offenceshouldhavebeencommitted:

SECT. II. Be it enacted,and it is herebyenacted,by the Repre-
sentativesofthe Freemenof’ the commonwealthof Pennsylvania,in

itepealof ~ General Assemblymet,and by the authority of’ thesame,That the
~iuL~ act, entitled“ An actto preventthe erectinga new andindependent

riz~sthetria1state,within the limits of thiscommonwealth,”so far asit directs,
~ enablesor countenancesthe trial of any personor persons,charged
propernoon with offenceor offencesin anothercounty,thanthe countywherein

suchoffencewasdoneor committed,or alk~gedto be doneor corn-
mitted, shallbe, and the same is hereby,,repealed,andmadenull
andvoid.

Passed31st August, ‘1785—Recordedin Law Book No. IL page542.

CHAPTER MCLVIII.
An ACT for incorporating th~German Lutheran congregation

of Germantowntownship, in the countyof Philadelphia, in the
state of Pennsylvania.

Passed31st August, 1785.—PrivateAct —Recordedin Law Book No. IL
page 54g.


