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CHAPTER MDCCCXL. 1795.
An ACT for erdeting part of the county of Bedford into a separate v
county.

WHEREAS the inhabitants of the western part of Bedford

county have, by their petitions, set forth to the General Assembly
of this state the great hardships they labour under from being so
remote from the present seat of justice, and the public offices: For
remedy whereof, :

SectT. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Housc of Repre-
sentatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General dssembly
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That ryecomey
all that part of Bedford county, lying and being to the westward of o Somerses
a line to be drawn along the top of the Allegheny mountain, from zd i;s,.
‘where the Maryland line crosseth the same to where the line of deseribed,
Huntingdon county crosseth the same mountain, shall be, and the
same is hereby, declared to be erected into a county, henceforth to
be called Somerset. :

Sect. 11, dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, wuevights
"I'hat the inhabitants of the said county of Somerset be entitled, and 2 S

shall at all times hereafter have all and singular the courts, juris- pigbians

dictions, offices, rights and privileges, to which the inhabitants of county the
other counties of this state are entitled by the constitution and othercoun
laws of this state. Hes-

Sec. 111, dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, when and
That from and after the fourth Monday in Septémber next, the Yoos®e
Courts of Common Pleas and General Quarter Sessions of the {453t
Peace in and for the said county of Somerset shall be opened and
held on the Mondays next following the courts of Westmoreland
county, at Brunnerstown, in the said county of Somerset, until a
court-house and gaol shall be erccted as herein after directed, and
shall then be held at said court-house.

SrcT. 1v. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Of theJus
That all the Justices of the Peace now commissioned for the dis- beecin®
tricts of the present county of Bedford, who reside within the limits Ef,’ﬁ,ﬁ‘;{"
of the county of Somerset, shall be considered as, and shall be, Jus-

“ tices of the Peace for the said county of Somerset.

Secr. v. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ofprocess
That no suit or prosecution which has been heretofore commenced, i she. “!'
or which shall be commenced in the courts of the county of Bed- ©™t
ford, before the fourth Monday in September next, shall be delayed,
discontinued or affected by this act, but the same shall proceed to
Jndgment, and exccution shall be issued and done of all such judg-
ments by the Sheriff and Coroner of Bedford county, as if this act
had not been made.

Suar, vie And be it further enacted by the auihority aforesaid, of levying
That all taxes, and arrears of taxes laid, or directed to be laid, or éz?_fx‘;i:?.?g
which have become due within the county of Somerset, before the D mee
passing of this act, shall be Iaid, assessed, levied and collected, in new souness
like munner as if this act had not been passed ; and all sums of
money due to this commonwealth for militia fines in the said county
of Somerset shall be collected and recovered, us if this act had not
bheen made. -
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1795, Srdr. vii. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
w~~ That the Sheriff, T'reasurer and Prothonotary, and all such officers
o, as have herctofore usually given surety for the faithful discharge of
begiven®y  their respective offices, who shall hereafter be appointed or elected
officess. - in the said county of Somerset, before they, or any of them, shall
enter on the execution of their respective offices, shall give sufficient
security, in the same manner and form, and for the same uses, trusts
and purposes, as such officers are obliged by law, for the time being,
to do in the county of Bedford, ‘
Thepulic  STCT. viil. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
oficersof  Phat the Sheriff, Coroner, and public officers of the county of Bed-
cowntyss  ford, other thanthe Justices of the Peace, shall continue to exercise
oshersate  the duties of their respective offices within the county of Somer-
fur the new sct, until similar officers shall be appointed agreeably to law within
*  the said county of Somerset.
Ofthe elees  LOECT. IX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Somena  That the inhabitants of the county of Bedford and the county of
Tves in the Somerset shall jointly elect three representatives, to serve in the
nwre, - Jouse of Representatives of this state, in the same mode, under
[Alercdy  the same regulations, and make return in the like manner, as is di-
rected by the existing laws of this state for conducting the elections
and making returns of the elections of the county of Bedford, any
thing in this act to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.]
Commission- __LDECTs Xo And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
ersto b, That the Governor be authorized, and he is hereby required to ap-
W hxthe ,point five commissioners who do not reside in the county of Somer-
set, which commissioners, or a majority of them, shall meet at the
town of Berlin on the first Monday of September next, and proceed
to view and determine upon the most eligible and proper situation
andtomake TOY erecting the public buildings for the said county, and make their
report.  yeport into the office of the Secretary of this commonwealth, on or
before the first day of October next, which report so made shall be
final, and shall fix and determine the spot for the seat of justice in
Thels gorme and for the said county; for which service each of the said commis«
" sioners shall have and receive three dollars per diem, for every day
Lobiolete,] they shall be employed in the said service, to be paid by warrants
drawn by the county commissioners ou the Treasurer of Bedford
county.]
Thecounty  SECT. XI. And be it further enacted by the authority rg"orcsaz'a’,
sowers to  That it shall and may be lawful for the commissioners of taxes of
takeassur  the said county, which shall be elected at the next annual clection,
}?fﬁﬁﬁli‘i‘:gls. to ta}ke assurance to them, and their successors in office, of su.ch. lot
" or piece of ground as shall have been approved of by the comumission~
ers to be appointed as aforesaid, or a majority of them, for the pur-
pose of erecting thereon a Court-House, Gaol, and offices for safe
keeping of the records ; and that for defraying the expenses thereof
fowthe  the county commissioners shall assess and levy, in the manner di-
yossehall  yected by the acts for raising county rates and levies, a sum not ex-
ceeding two thousand dollars,
The new [8ECT. X1 dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

county in-

3 e, : . - / . ;
e i e That the aforesaid county of Somerset shull be, and is hereby, de-

ot Conwes o clared to belong to the fifth district, consisting of the counties of

’



- county. ]
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Allegheny, Westmoreland, Fayette and Washington, and that the 1793,
President of the Courts of Common Pleas within the said district s
shall be President of the Courts of Common Pleas of the said gommon
. [Altered.}
[Seer. X111, And be it further enacted by the authority qforesaid, of the gec-
That the said county of Somerset shall form a part of the district gresentativ

presentatives

composed of the counties of Bedford, Franklin and Huntingdon, i Sesaiors

for the clection of a member of Congress, and of the counties of i e Stue
Bedford and Huntingdon, for the election of a member of the Senate payered)
of the state of Pennsylvania.]

8rcT, X1v. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, o wwmships
That where the division line aforesaid shall divide a township, the :{;:'\Sfé‘g"&e
part of a township thus divided that will remain in Bedford county ©™* lines
shall be a township, and retain its original name, and the part of a
township thus divided that will remain in the county of Somerset
shall be a township, and retain its original name, until the same
shall be altered by the Courts of General Quarter Sessions of the
Peace for the said counties respectively.

Sect. xv. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Where the
That the inhabitants of the several townships of the said county of S beheld,
Somerset, qualified by law to elect, shall continue to hold their elec-
tions at the usual place where they have heretofore held the same.

[Srcr. xvi. 4nd be it furtaer enacted by the authority aforesaid, a retom of
That the commissioners of the county of Somerset, elected in pur- Haneants

inhabitants

suance of the directions of this act, shall be authorized, and they %e vy,

are hereby authorized, required and directed, to take a faithful and made tefore
accurate account of all the taxable inhabitants in the said county of February,
Somerset, and make retarn thereof, under their hands and seals, to -

the Legislature of this commonwealth, on or before the first day of
Fibruary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety six.]

[Seor. xvire dud be it further enacted by ihe authority qforesaid, Thetimes of
That {rom and alter the fourth Monday in Scptember next, the ’2_32:1‘2;%
Courts of Common Pleas and of General Quarter Sessions of the fgreind
Puace, for the county of Fayctte, shall be held on the Mondays next aleered.
following the Courts of Somerset county, and the same courts for (Obsolete}
the county of Washington shall be held on the Mondays next follow-
ing the Wayette county court.] (r)

Passed 17th April, 1795 ~Recorded in Law Book Wo V, page 446,

(Obseolete.)

("r_) Commissioners appointed to run
the lines between Humtingdon and
Somerset ; und to mark part of the line
becween Westmoreland and Somerset,
by uct of 20th March, 1798, (chap.
1980.)

Part of Bedford county aunnexed to
Somersct, by act of 1st March, 1800,
(chup, 2100.)

The commissioners of the county au-
thorized to sell four lots of ground, and
approprinte the proceeds to the use of
the county, by act of 21st Feb’y, 1803,
(chap. 2323,y
. Sheriff of ‘Somerset to give security
in the sum of five thousund dollaps, and
the Coroner in one fourth of thar sum,
by act of 28th Macch, 1803, (chap, 2355.)

Part of Sowmerset taken into Cambria
county, by act of 26th Muarch, 1804,
(chap, 2466.)

The inhabitants of Cambria, to clect
with Sumerset county, by act of 4th
April, 1805, (chap, 2592.)

The powers of the commissioners
extended to the county of Cambrix, &c.
obsolete, by the subsequent organiza-
tion of Cambria county—see ucts of
3d Feb’y, 1806, (chap, 2629,) and 26th.
Jun’y, 1807, (chup. 3736.)

An academy estubhisied at Somer-
set, by act of 19vh March, 1810,

The sixth election district cstablish.
ed, nd the pluce of election in part of
Quemshoning towaship, altered by agt
of 7th Jan'y, 1801, (chap. 2148,)
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Southampton township erected into a
separate district, by act of 15th Jan’y,
1802, (chap. 2208.) .

Conemangh township erected into a
separate district, by act of 13th Feb’y,
1802, (chap. 2239.) See also act of 4th
April, 1805, (chap.2599.§23.)

Milford towuship erected into a sepa.
rate district, by act of 17th Jun'y, 1803,
(chap. 2300.)

Partof Stoney creek township annex-
ed to other districts; Elk Lick town-
ship crected into a separate district,
and Addison township erected into a
separate district, by act of 7th Jan’y,
1804, (chap. 2393.)

The place of holding clections in
Southampton township altered, by act
of 20th Teb’y, 1804, (chap, 2423.

Place of holding elections in Elk Lick
township changed, by actof 31st March,
1806, (chap, 2715, § 22.)

Allegheny township erected into a
separate district ; and place of holding
elections in Conemaugh District chang-
ed, by uct of 28th March, 1808, (chap.
2972, § 24-25.)

Places of holding elections in South-
ampton—Brothers Vaulley and part of
Stoney creek, and Couemaugh town-
ships, changed by act of 4th April, 1809.

Place changed in Brothers Valley and
part of Stoney creek townships, by act
20th March, 181¢.

By the last enumeration, the county
of Somevsct contained one thousand
nine hundred and twenty-five taxables,
and Cambria county, four hundred and
thirty taxables, These counties united,
therefore seud two members to the
house of representatives ; and with the
coumty of Bedford, one member to the
senate, by act of 215t Murch, 1808, ap-
Portioning the representation in pursu-
ance thercofl

Somerset, Cambria, -Indiana, Arm-
strongand Westmoreland counties form
the tenth Judiciary district, by act of
24¢h Feb'y, 1806, (chap. 2634.) The
courts in Somerset are Leld on the last
mondays in Feb’y, May, Angust and No.
vember. T'he term continues one week,

Somerset forms part of the weslern
district of the Supreme Court.

et - e

CHAPTER MDCCCXLIL

An ACT to enable the President, Managers and Company of the
Philadelphia and Lancaster durnpike roud to increuse the width of
the said road, in certain cases.

Sect. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Represent-

tives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General dssembly

The width of 7268, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, T'hat,
the Lancas- the President, Managers and company of the Philadclphia and Lan-

(Ante, pa,
£2.)

ter turnpike

;‘gi;g: ;v‘ﬁ,e;e caster turnpike 1oad be, and they are hereby authorized and em-
former yoad, powered, whenever the turnpike road has been laid out on the
crsed, ot ground of any road heretofore laid out and opened of a greater
erene, width than fitty feet, to increase the width of the said turnpike road.
feety to the same extent, on the same ground as the former road had been
laid out and opened; provided the same shall not exceed sixty-
eight feet, '

And also in
other

with the con-

sent of the
- owners of

laces,

BecT. 11. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That in such other places as the said President, Managers and Com-

pany shall deem it necessary, and the owners of the land shall be

thegromnd.  willing to sell thern the ground requisite therefor, they be, and
hereby are, in like manner authorized and empowered to increase
the width of the said road, so as not to exceed sixty-eight feet :
Provided always, 'T'hat the said additional width of the road shall
be under the same regulations, and kept in good and perfect order
Eg\gg‘;‘gm cand repair, under the same forfeitures and penalties, as the other
of theroad, parts of the said road by law are subject to.
Toll cast- Secvr. 111 Provided always, und be it further enacted by the au-
ward of Five thority aforesaid, That it shall not be lawful for the said turnpike
dincreck, = cOmpany, from and after the passing of this act, to ask, demand or
than forthie receive from or for any persons or things passing along the said

*The addi-
tional width
o he kept

to benomor



