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CHAPTER 1.

LAW CONCERNINGLIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE.

Chapter1. AlmightyGod,being Only Lord of Consciencefatherof

Lights & Spirits & the authoras well asObject of all divine Knowl-

edge,faith & Worship,Who only canenlightenthe minds,& persuade

& Convincethe understandingsof people In due reverenceto his

Soveraigntyoverthe Soulsof Mankind.

Beit Enactedby the Authority aforesaidThat no personnow or at

anytimehereafterLiving in this ProvinceWho shall Confessandac-

knowledgeoneAlmighty God, to bethe CreatorUpholder& Ruler of

the World, And that professethhim or her selfObligedin Conscience

to Live peaceably& justly, underthe Civil government,Shall in any

casebemolestedor prejudicedfor his orherConscientiouspersuasion

orpractice,Nor shallheeor sheeat anytimebecompelledto frequent

or Maintain aniereligious worship placeor Ministry whateverCon-

traryto his orhermind, butshallfreely & fully enjoyhisor herChris-

tian Liberty in that respectwithout any Interruption or reflection.

And if anypersonshallabuseor derideany otherfor hisor herdiffer-

ent persuasions& practicein matterof religion,Suchpersonshallbe

Lookt upon asadisturberof the peace& bepunishedaccordingly.

But to the endThat Loosness,irreligion & Atheismmaynot Creep

in underpretenseof Consciencein this ProvinceBeit further Enacted

by &c the authoritie aforesaidThat accordingto the exampleof the

primitive Christians,& for the easeof theCreation,Everyfirst day of

the WeekcalledThe Lord’s dayPeopleshallabstainfrom their usual

& commontoil & Labour,ThatwhetherMasters,Parents,Childrenor

Servants,that may the betterdisposethemselvesto readthe Scrip-

turesof truth at homeor frequentSuchMeetingsof religiousworship

abroadasmaybestSutetheir respectivepersuasions.

Originally chapter1, confirmedbychapter63, 1683,anddeclared
a fundamentallaw by chapter141, 1683.Abrogatedin 1693,butac-
ceptedin Petitionof Right, June1, 1693,aschapter1.


