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CHAPTER36.

LAW ABOUT WITNESSES.

Chapter36. Andbeit &c: ThattherShallbeTwocredibleWitnesses

in all Casesin orderto judgment,And all Witnessescoming or Called

to testify their knowledgein or to anymatteror thing in any Court,or

befor any Lawfull Authority within the Said Province& territories

thereuntoannexedShalltheregive & deliverin their Evidenceor tes-

timony, By solemnlypromisingto speakthe truth, the wholetruth, &

nothingbut the truth to the materor thing in Question.

And in Caseany Personsocalled to evidenceshall afterwardsbe

Convictedof Will-full falsehood,SuchpersonShallSuffer& Undergo

Suchdamageorpenalty,asthepersonorpersonsagainstwhomheeor

sheeborefalsewitness,did or shouldundergo,& ShallalsomakeSat-

isfactionto the partywronged,& bepublickly exposedfor a falsewit-

ness,neverto beCreditedagainin anyCourt, or beforanyMagistrate

in the said Province&c.

And whosoevershall be Convictedof Lying in Conversation,Shall

for every Suchoffencepay half a Crown, or Suffer 3 days’ imprison-

mentin the houseof Correctionat hardLabour.

Originally chapter44, confirmedby chapter63, 1683,andrenum-
bered.Declareda fundamentallaw by chapter141 1683.Abrogated
in 1693.

CHAPTER37.

LAW ABOUT PLEADING IN ENGLISH.

Chapter37. Andbeit &c: Thatall pleadings,processes& Recordsin

Courts,ShallbeShort& in English, & in anordinary & plain Charac-

ter, that theymaybeeasilyread& understood,& justice Speedilyad-

ministered.
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Originally chapter45,confirmedby chapter63, 1683,andrenum-
bered.Abrogatedin 1693,butacceptedin Petitionof Right, June1,
1693,aschapter24.

CHAPTER38.

LAW ABOUT TRIAL BY TWELVE MEN.

Chapter38. Andbeit &c: Thatall Tryalls in Civil Cases,Shallbeby

.12. men, and as Neer as may be Peers or Equalls & of the

Neigh-hour-hood,& menwithout just exception.

And in Criminal mattersof Life, therShall be first 24 returnedby

the Sheriff for a Grand-Inquest,of whom 12 at LeastShall find the

Complainttobetrue,andthen48 ShallbeLike- Wisereturnedby the

Sheriff of whom 12 Shall have the final JudgmentBut reasonable

ChallengesShall be alwaysadmittedagainstall or any of them.vid:

chapter69.

Originally chapter46,confirmedby chapter63, 1683,andrenum-
bered.Declaredafundamentallaw by chapter141, 1683.Abrogated
in1693,butacceptedinPetitionofRight,June1, 1963,aschapter25.

CHAPTER39.

LAW ABOUT FEES,BRIBERY AND EXTORTION.

Chapter39. Andbe it &c: That all FeesandSalariesin all Cases,

ShallbeModerate,andLimitedby the Governour& Assembly,andbe

hungup in aTablein everyrespectiveCourt,And whosoeverShallbe

Convictedof taking moreShallpay2fold & be dismissedhis Employ-

ment,OneMoity of which Shallgo to thepartywronged.

And that all personsConvictedof Bribery andExtortion, shall for-

feit doublethe same.

Originally chapter48,confirmedby chapter63, 1683,andrenum-
bered.Abrogatedin 1693,butacceptedin Petitionof Right,June1,
1693,aspart of chapter26.


