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APPEND]XIII

LAWS AGREEDUPONIN ENGLAND

I. Thatthe Charterof Liberties,Declared,GrantedandConfirmed
the Five andTwentiethdayof the SecondMonethcalledApril, 1682,
before divers Witnessesby William Penn, Governourand Chief
ProprietorofPennsilvania,to all theFree-menandPlantersofthesaid
Province,is herebydeclaredandapproved,andshallbe foreverheld
foraFundamentalin theGovernmentthereof,accordingtotheLimita-
tionsmentionedin thesaidCharter.

II. That everyInhabitantin the saidProvincethat is or shallbe a
Purchaserof OneHundredAcres of Landor upwards,his Heirsand
Assigns;andeveryPersonwhoshallhavepaidhisPassage,andtaken
up One HundredAcres of Land at One Pennyan Acre, andhave
cultivated Ten Acres thereof; and every Personthat hath beena
Servantor Bonds-man,andis Freeby his Service,that shall have
takenup hisFifty Acresof Land,andcultivatedTwentythereof;and
everyInhabitant,Artificer or otherresidentin thesaidProvince,that
payesScotandLot totheGovernment,shallbedeemedandaccounted
aFree-manofthesaidProvince;andeverysuchPersonshallandmay
be capableof ElectingorbeingelectedRepresentativesofthePeoplein
ProvincialCouncilor GeneralAssemblyin the saidProvince.

III. That all Electionsof Membersor RepresentativesofthePeople
andFree-menof the Provinceof Pennsilvania,to servein Provincial
Councilor GeneralAssembly,to beheldwith the saidProvince,shall
be FreeandVoluntary:And that the Elector, that shall receiveany
Rewardor Gift in Meat,Drink, Moneys,or otherwise,shall forfeit his
Right to Elect:And suchPersonas shall directly or indirectly give,
promiseor bestowanysuchRewardasaforesaid,to be Elected,shall
forfeit his Election, andbe therebyincapableto serve,as aforesaid.
And the Provincial CouncilandGeneralAssemblyshallbe the sole



320 TheStatutesatLarge ofPennsylvania. [App. Ill

Judgesof the Regularityor Irregularity of the Electionsof their own
respectiveMembers.

W. Thatno Moneyor Goodsshallbe raisedupon,or paidby anyof
the Peopleof this Province,by way of a Publick Tax, Custom,or
Contribution,but by a Law for that purposemade:And whosoever
shallLeavy, Collector PayanyMoneyor Goodscontrarythereunto,
shallbe heldapublick Enemyto the Province,andaBetrayerof the
Liberty of thePeoplethereof.

V. That all Courtsshallbe open,andJusticeshallneitherbe sold,
denyedor delayed.

VI. Thatin Courtsall Personsof all Perswasionsmayfreelyappeal
in their own Way, and accordingto their own Manner,and there
PersonallyPleadtheir own Causethemselves,or if unable,by their
Friends:AndthefirstProcessshallbetheExhibitionoftheComplaint
in Court,FourteenDayesbeforethe Tryal. And that thePartycom-
plainedagainstmaybefittedforthesame,heorsheshallbesummon’d
no lessthanTenDayesbefore,andaCopyof theComplaintdelivered
him or her,athisor her Dwelling-house.ButbeforetheComplaintof
anyPersonbe received,heshall solemnlydeclarein Court,That he
believesin hisConscience,his Causeis Just.

VU. That all Pleadings,ProcessesandRecordsin Courtsshallbe
short,andin English, andin an ordinaryandplain Character,that
theymaybeunderstood,andJusticespeedilyadministered.

VIII. Thatall Tryals shallbe by Twelve Men,andasnearasmay
be, Peersor Equals,andof the Neighbourhood,andmenwithoutjust
Exception.In casesof Life thereshallbe first Twenty-Fourreturned
by theSherifffor aGrant Inquest,of whomTwelveatleastshallfind
the Complaintto be true,andthenthe Twelve Men, or Peers,to be
likewise returnedby theSheriff, shallhavethe final Judgment:But
reasonableChallengesshall be always admittedagainst the said
TwelveMen, or anyof them.

IX. Thatall Feesin all Casesshallbe Moderate,andsettledby the
ProvincialCouncilandGeneralAssembly,andbe hungup in aTable
in everyrespectiveCourt: Andwhosoevershallbeconvictedof taking
more, shall pay Twofold, and be dismissedhis Employment, one
Moyetyof which shallgoto thepartywronged.
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X. That all Prisonsshallbe Work-housesfor Felons,Vagrantsand
LooseandIdle Persons,whereofoneshallbein everyCounty.

XI. That all Prisonersshall be baylableby sufficient Sureties,

unlessfor Capital Offences, where the Proof is evident, or the
Presumptiongreat.

XII. Thatall PersonsWrongfullyImprisoned,or prosecutedatLaw,
shallhaveDoubleDamagesagainsttheInformeror Prosecutor.

XIII. Thatall Prisonsshallbe Free,as to Fees,FoodandLodging.
XIV. That all LandsandGoodsshallbeliable to payDebts,except

wheretherebe Legal Issue,andthenall theGoods,andOneThird of
theLandonly.

XV. That all wills in Writing attestedby two Witnesses,shallbe of
the sameForce, as to Lands, as other Conveyances,being legally
provedwithin FortyDayes,eitherwithin or withoutthesaidProvince.

XVI. That SevenYears quiet Possessionshall give an Unques-
tionableRight,exceptinCasesof Infants,Lunaticks,MarriedWomen,
or Personsbeyondthe Seas.

XVII. Thatall BriberiesandExtortionswhatsoevershallbesevere-
ly punished.

XVIII. Thatall Finesshallbemoderate,andsavingmensContene-
ments,MerchandizeorWainage.

XIX. That all Marriages(not forbideenby the Law of God, as to
nearnessof BloodandAffinity by Marriage)shallbeencouraged;but
theParentsor Guardiansshallbe first consulted,andthe Marriage

shallbe publishedbeforeit besolemnized,& it shallbesolemnizedby
taking oneanotherasHusbandandWife beforeCredibleWitnesses:
Anda Certificateof thewhole,underthe handsof PartiesandWit-
nessesshallbebroughtto theproperRegisterofthatCounty,andshall
be registredin hisOffice.

XX. And to preventFraudsandvexatiousSuits within the said
Province,that all Charters,Gifts, GrantsandConveyancesof Land
(exceptLeasesforaYear,orunder)andall Bills, BondsandSpecialties
aboveFive Pounds,andnot underthreeMoneths,madein the said
Province,shallbe EnrolledorRegistredin the publickEnrollment-Of-
fice of the saidProvince,within the spaceof two Monethsnextafter
themakingthereof,elseto bevoid in Law. Andall Deeds,Grantsand
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Conveyancesof Land(exceptasaforesaid)within thesaidProvince,
andmadeout of thesaidProvince,shallbeEnrolledor Registered,as
aforesaid,within six Monethsnext after the making thereof,and
settlingandconstitutinganEnrollment-Officeor Registrywithin the
saidProvince,elseto be void in Law againstall Personswhatsoever.

XXI. That all Defacersor Corruptorsof Charters,Gifts, Grants,
Bonds,Bills, Wills, ContractsandConveyances,orthatshalldefaceor
falsifie anyEnrollment,Registryor Recordwithin thisProvince,shall
makeDouble Satisfactionfor the same;halfwhereofshallgo to the
Partywronged,andtheyshallbe dismisedof all Placesof Trust,and
be publickly disgraced,asFalseMen.

XXII. Thatthereshallbe aRegisterfor Births, Marriages,Burials,
Wills andLettersof Administration,distinctfrom theotherRegistry.

XXIII. That thereshallbe aRegisterfor all Servants,wheretheir
Names,Time,Wages,andDayesof Paymentshallbe Registred.

XXIV. That all LandsandGoodsof Fellonsshallbe liable to make
satisfactionto the PartywrongedTwice the Value; andfor want of
Landsor Goods,the Fellon shallbe Bonds-man,to work in the Com-
mon-Prisonor Work-house,or otherwise,till the Party injured be
satisfied.

XXV. ThattheEstatesof CapitalOffenders,asTraitorsandMur-
derers,shall go one-third to the nextof Kin to the Sufferer,andthe
remainderto thenextof Kin to theCriminal.

XXVI. That all Witnessescoming or called to testifie their

Knowledgein or to anyMatter or Thing in anyCourt,or beforeany
lawful Authority within thesaidProvince,shall theregive or deliver
in their Evidenceor Testimonyby solemnlyPromisingTo Speakthe
Truth, theWhole Truth, andnothingbut theTruth to theMatter or
Thing in question.And in caseanyPersonsocalledto Evidence,shall
afterwardsbe convictedof Wilfull Falsehood,suchPersonshallsuffer
andundergosuchDamageorPenaltyasthePersonor Persons,against
whom he or sheborefalseWitness,did or shouldundergo,andalso
makeSatisfactionto thePartywronged,andbepublickly exposedasa
False Witness, never to be credited to any Court or before any
Magistratein thesaidProvince.
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XXVII. And to theendthat all Officerschosento servewithin this
Province,maywith morecareanddiligenceanswertheTrustreposed
in them,It is agreed,that no suchPersonshallenjoy morethanone
publick Office atonetimenorshallhebe capableof anypublickoffice
of Trust in the provincethat hath an Office or part in any other
government.A. . . acceptinganysuchForeignOffice or (and?)partof
governmentheshallimmediatelyceasetobeanofficer in thisprovince.

XXVIII. Thatall Childrenwithin thisProvinceof theAgeofTwelve
Yearsshallbe taughtsomeusefulTradeor Skill, to theendnonemay
be Idle, but the PoormayWork to live, andthe Rich, if theybecome
Poor,maynotwant.

XXIX. That servantsbe not kept longerthantheir time, andsuch
asareCarefulbebothjustly andkindly usedin their Service,andput
in fitting Equipageattheexpirationthereof,accordingto Custom.

XXX. That all ScandalousandMalicious Reporters,Backbiters,
defamers,andSpreadersof falseNews,whetheragainstMagistrates
or privatePersons,shallbeaccordinglyseverelypunished,asEnemies
to thePeaceandConcordof this Province.

XXXI. That for theEncouragementof thePlantersandTradersin
thisProvince,whoareincorporatedinto aSociety,thePatentgraated
to themby William Penn,Governourof the saidProvince,is hereby
ratifiedandconfirmed.

XXXII. That all personswho areChosenandappoinatedto servein
anyOffice in this Provinceshallbe suchasareonly of thisProvince
andthatResidepersonallytherein.

XXXIII. That all Factorsor Correspondentsin the saidProvince
wrongingtheirEmployers,shallmakeSatisfaction,andonethirdover
to their saidEmployers;andin caseofthe DeathofanysuchFactoror
Correspondent,the Committeeof Tradeshall take careto secureso
muchof the deceasedParty’sEstateasbelongsto his saidrespective
Employers.

XXXIV. That all Treasurers,Judges,Mastersofthe Rolls,Sheriffs,
Justicesof the Peace,andotherOfficersor Personswhatsoever,relat-
ing to Courts or Tryals of Cause,or any otherServicein theGovern-
ment, andall Memberselected to servein Provincial Council and
GeneralAssembly,andall that haveRight to electsuch Members,
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shall be suchas professFaith in JesusChrist, andthat are not
convictedofIll Fame,orunsoberanddishonestConversation,andthat
are on OneandTwentyYearsof Age at least;andthat all suchso
qualified shall be capableof the said several Employmentsand
Priviledgesasaforesaid.

XXXV. That all Personsliving in this Province,who confessand
acknowledgetheOneAlmighty andEternalGod,to be the Creator,
UpholderandRulerof theWorld,andthatholdthemselvesobligedin
Conscienceto live peaceablyandjustly in Civil Society,shall in no
wayesbe molestedor prejudicedfor their Religious Perswasionor
Practicein mattersof FaithandWorship,nor shalltheybe compelled
at anytimeto frequentor maintainanyReligiousWorship,Placeor
Ministry, whatever.

XXXVI. Thataccordingto thegoodExampleof thePrimitiveChris-
tians,andfor the easeof the Creation,everyFirst Dayof theWeek,
called theLords Day, Peopleshallabstainfrom their commondaily
Labour,thattheymaythebetterdisposethemselvesto WorshipGod
accordingtotheir Understandings.

XXXVII. ThatasaCarelessandCorruptAdministrationof Justice
drawstheWrathof GoduponMagistrates,sotheWildnessandLoose-
nessof thePeopleprovoketheIndignationof GodagainstaCountry;
Therefore,that all suchOffencesagainstGod,asSwearing,Cursing,
Lying, ProphaneTalking,Drunkenness,Drinkingof Healths,Obscene
words,Incest,Sodomy,Rapes,Whoredom,Fornicationandotherun-
cleanness(not to be repeated:)All Treasons,Misprisons,Murders,
Duels, Fellonies, Sedition, Mayhems, Forcible Entries and other
Violenciesto the PersonsandEstatesof the Inhabitantswithin this
Province: All Prizes, Stage-Plays,Cards, Dice, May-games,
Gamesters,Masques,Revels,Bull-baiting, Cock-fightings,Bear-bait-
ings andthe like, which excite the Peopleto Rudeness,Cruelty,
Looseness,and Irreligion, shall be respectivelydiscouragedand
severelypunished,accordingtotheappointmentof theGovernourand
Free-menin Provincial Council and GeneralAssembly,as alsoall
Proceedingscontraryto theseLaws,that arenotheremadeexpressly
penal.
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XXXVIII. That a Copy of theseLaws shall be hung up in the
ProvincialCouncilandin publickCourtsof Justice,andthattheyshall
be readYearlyattheopeningof everyProvincialCouncilandGeneral
AssemblyandCourtof Justice,andtheir Assentshallbe testifiedby
their standingup afterthereadingthereof.

XXXIX. Thatthereshallbe atnotimeanyAlterationof anyof these
LawswithouttheConsentof theGovernour,hisHeirsor Assigns,and
Six partsof Sevenof the Free-menmet in Provincial Council and
GeneralAssembly.

XL. That All otherMattersandThings not hereinprovidedfor,
whichshallandmayconcernthepublick Justice,PeaceorSafetyofthe
saidProvince,andthe raisingandimposingTaxes,Customs,Duties,
or otherChargeswhatsoever,shallbe andareherebyreferredto the
Order,PrudenceandDeterminationof the GovernourandFree-men
in ProvincialCouncilandGeneralAssembly,to be heldfrom timeto

timein thesaidProvince.
SignedandSealedby the GovernourandFree-menaforesaid,this

Fifth Day of the Third Moneth, called May, One ThousandSix
HundredEightyandTwo.

WmPenn
Philip Ford

N. More
CharlesLloyd

RichardDavies
JohnLonghurst

DanielQuare
JohnGray(Grey?)

JohnWilson
RichardThatcher

JohnStevens
JamesClaypool
William Howell
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