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The194thLaw, Againstwitnessesrefusingto giveevidencebeing

Summoned.

The 198thLaw, About the Dike of New Castle

The 199thLaw, AgainstRangers

The 200dLaw, aboutdeterminingDebtsunderforty shillings

The 201stLaw, About the Registrykeeptby ReligiousSocieties

The 203dLaw, Concerningthe SurveyorGeneralsfees

All which said Laws & Chapters& everypart thereof,We humbly

desire,thatyouwill bepleasedto causethy officers& ministersto Ob-

serveandput in dueexecution,astheytenderthe Honourof God,the

Kings Commands,the prosperityof this government,andthe Rights

andLiberties of the freepeoplethereofwhich SaidLaws & Chapters

hereafterfollow in thesewords. . . That is to say:

CHAPTER 1.

[1] THE LAW CONCERNINGLIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE.

Almighty God beingonly Lord of Conscience,Fatherof Lights and
Spirits andtheAuthor aswell asObjectofall divineknowledgefaith &

worship,whoonlycanenlightentheminds& perswade& convincethe

understandingof peopleIn DueReverenceto his Soveraigntyoverthe

Soulsof Mankind.

Be it enactedby the Authority aforesaidthat no person,now or at

any time hereafterliving in this Province,(who shall confess& ac-

knowledgeoneAlmighty Godto bethe CreatorUp-holder& Ruler of

the world, & that professethhim or herselfobligedin Conscienceto

live peaceably& quietlyunderthecivil Government)shall,in anycase

be molestedor prejudicedfor his or her conscientiousperswasionor

practice,Nor shallhe or sheat any time be compelledto frequentor

maintain any Religious worship place or Ministry whatsoevercon-

traryto hisor hermindbutshallfreely & fully enjoyhisor herChris-

tianliberty in that respectwithout anyInterruptionorReflection.And
if anypersonshall abuseor derideany other for his or her different

perswasion& practicein matterof Religion,suchpersonshallbelookt

upon asadisturberof the Peace& be punishedaccordingly.
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But to theendthat LoosenessIrreligion & Aethismmaynotcreepin

underpretenceof Consciencein thisprovince,Be it furtherEnactedby

theAuthority aforesaidThataccordingtotheExampleof theprimitive

Christians,& for the easeof the creation,everyfirst day of the week

called,The Lords Day, peopleshallabstainfrom their usuall& com-

montoill & Labour,ThatwhetherMasters,Parents,Children or Ser-

vants theymaytheBetterdisposethemselveto readt+~- cripturesof

Truth at homeor frequentsuchMeetingsof religiousworship abroad

asmaybestsuit their respectivePerswasions.

GreatLaw, chapter1. SeeVol. II St.L. 3, ch. I.

CHAPTER2.

[2] THE LAW CONCERNINGQUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS OF- ASSEMBLY.

Be it further Enactedby the Authority aforesaidthat all Officers&

personscommissionated& Employed in the Serviceof the Govern-

mentof thisprovinceandall membersandDeputieselectedto serve-in

Assemblythereof& all thathaveRight toelectsuchdeputies,shallbe

suchasprofess& declaretheybelievein JesusChrist to bethe Sonof

God, the Saviourof theworld & that arenot Convictedof ill Fameor

unsober& dishonestConversation& that areof 21 years of age at

least.

GreatLaw, chapter2. Replacedby chapter141, 1699.

CHAPTER3.

[3] THE LAWS AGAINST SWEARING.

Be it Enactedby the Authority aforesaidThat whosoevershall

Swearin their commonconversationby the Nameof Godor Christor

Jesus,being Legally convictedthereof,shall pay for every such Of-

fence5 shillingsor suffer5 daysImprisonmentin the houseofCorrec-

tion athardLabourto the behoofof thepublick, & befeddwith Bread

& water onlyduring that Time.


