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SESSIONOF MAY 1697

CHAPTER127.

THE LAW FORRATIFYING & CONFIRMINGTHEACTS & PROCEEDINGSOF
THE ASSEMBLY IN 1696.

WhereasDivers Personswithin this GovernmenthaveExpressed

Their Dissatisfactionboth with the Proceedings& Dissolution of the

Council! and Assembly, in October 1696, Insisting that their

CharterallRightswergivenawaythereby,And that all theLawsPast

at theLastAssemblyarevoid, & of no force, with Suchlike Objections

that aremadeuseof to obstructtheProceedingsof this Assembly;as

alsoto amusethe People& bring the Governmentinto Confusion:

Nowforasmuchasit is SufficientlyApparentThatby theAct Pastat

theSaidLast AssemblyIntituled the frameof the Governmentof the

Provinceof Pennsilvania,And the Territories Thereuntobelonging,

Provisionis madeagainstSuchDissolutionofCouncill,andAssemhLy~

asis Complainedof; And that our CharterallRightsaresofar frombe-

ingtakenorgivenawayThat theyareEffectuallyAssertedwith Suffi-

cientSalvo’sto Preservethe Peoplesjust Rights andClaims,to all and

every the priviledgesand Imunitiesgrantedthem by any Charteror

OtherGrant from the Proprietary,In Casehe shouldDisapproveof

the Saidframe of Government:

Therfor for Removing,andPreventingall fartherDoubts,Scruples

and Disputes,Concerningthe Meeting; Sitting, andProceedingsof

this PresentGeneralAssembly.Be it Declared& Enacted:And it is

Declared& Enactedby the Governor& Representativesof the free-

menof thesaid Province& Territories in Councill & Assembly,Met &

by the Authority of the Same,that the Governorandfreemenof the

SaidProvinceandTerritories Met at Philadelphia,on the Tenth Day

of the Third Month 1697 And now sitting in GenerallAssembly,are

theCouncill, andAssembly,of the SaidProvinceof Pennsilvaniaand

Territories Thereuntobelonging, And Shall be and are herebyDe-
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daredEnacted,& Adjudged,So to be To all Intents, Constructions,

and Purposeswhatsoeveras if this GenerallAssembly had been

Electedaccordingto the Rotation of the Charterof Libertiesbefore

ColonelFletcherCameto theAdministrationofthis Government,And

as if this PresentCouncill & AssemblyhadConsistedof the Number,

andhadMet on the Daysin the SaidCharter& formerAct of Settle-

mentLimited, & appoynted.And it is further Enactedby theAuthor-

ity aforesaid,that thesaidframeof Government,andall othertheActs

andLawsmadeandPastat theSaidLastAssemblyheldherein Octo-

ber andNovember1696,asalso all otherLawsformerlyEnactedand

now in forceandnot by this General!Assemblyaltered,or Repealed,

areherebyDeclared& Enactedto Stand,andRemain,in force,Andbe

Reputed,observed,Adjudged, & taken,as the Laws of this Govern-
ment—AnyLaw, Charteror Usageto the Contraryin any wise not-
withstanding

A.P.S., Original Laws of Pennsylvaniafrom 1693-1700, f. 99.
H.S.P.CadwaladerCollection.Act ofMay 22, 1697,chapter1. Super-
sededby chapter135, 1698.

CHAPTER128.

THE LAW FORTHEENCOURAGMENT AND SUPPORTOF THE POSTOFFICE.

Whereasin the Year 1693 a Generall Post Office was by Law

ErectedatttheRequestofAndrewHamiltonatPhiladelphiabywhich
Law a Ratewasput upon all Letters,And whereasthe Chargeof the

SaidOffice hathmuchexceededthe PostageandBeingSensible~ofthe
Benefit of the SaidOffice to TradeandCommerceandto the Province
& Territoriesin Generallif it beContinued,andofthegreatLossthat
will happento bothif it shouldfall for want of Encouragment.

Be it therefor Enactedby the Authority aforesaidthat it Shall &

may be Lawfull for the SaidAndrew Hamilton or Someother that

Shall be apoyntedby the King to be PostMasterGenerall in these
Partsandhis or their Deputiesin that Office to DemandReceiveand

takefor thePostageof all LettersSoConveydor SentPostasaforesaid

accordingto andnotexceedingthe Ratesfollowingvizt: for all forrign


