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CHAPTER131.

THE LAW AGAINST SWINE RUNNINGAT LARGE IN THE COUNTY OF BUCKS
&C.

WhereasDiversComplaintshavebeenmadebydiversofthe Inhab-

itantsof the Countyof Bucksbut Especiallyby thosethat Live front-

ingthe River Dellawarethat By Reasonof the greatLandfloods that

frequently Carried away their fences they have Receivedmuch

Dammageby Swine Runningat Large. Be It ThereforeEnacted&c:

That no Personinhabitting within the Townshipsof the falls and

Makefield whoseLands Lye fronting or not fronting The River of

Dellawarein the CountyaforesaidShallfrom andafterthe TenthDay

of the Tenth Month NextSuffer any Swine to go at Largewithin the

distanceoftwo Miles andahalfefrom theSaidRiverin theSaidTown-

shipsaforesaidon theforfietureof five Shillingsperheadfor all Such

Swine,onehalf to thepartyDamnified, the otherhalfeto the Publick

useoftheTownshipwhereSuchdamageShallbedone,& if anySwine

Belongingto anyPersonnotLiving within theBowndsaforesaidShall

SufferhisSwine to Comeupon the Meadowor Corn Landwithin the

aforesaidLimits the ownerof Such Swine Shall forfeit five shillings

perheadfor all SuchSwine,theonehalfeto thePartieDamnifled,and

the other halfe to the Publick use of Such RespectiveTownshipas

aforesaid.

A.P.S.,Original Laws of Pennsylvaniafrom 1693 to 1700, f. 109.
H.S.P.,CadwaladerCollection.Act of May 22, 1697,chapter5. See
Vol. II St.L. 93,ch. LXXVII.

CHAPTER132.

THE LAW ABOUT MARRIED WOMENHAVING CHILDREN IN THE ABSENCE
OF THEIRHUSBANDS.

And beit Enactedby the Authoritie aforesaid,That if any woman

within this governmentshallhaveachild bornof herbodie in the ab-
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senceof her Husband,and shall not be able by credibleevidenceto

provethat herHusbandhathCohabitedor beenin companiewith her

within oneyearLastpast,beforethebirth of suchChild, suchwoman

shallbeLiable to beCorporallyor pecuniarilypunishedas in the case

of fornication.

P.H.M.C.,Archives,H.S.P.,CadwaladerCollection.Act of May22,

1697,chapter6. SeeVol. II St.L. 5, ch. III.

CHAPTER133.

THELAW AGAINST SWEARING.

Be it Enactedby the Authority aforesaidthat whosoeverShall
Swearin their CommonConversationby the Nameof Godor Christor

Jesusbeing Legally ConvictedThereofShall pay for every Such of-

fencefive Shillingsor Sufferfive DaysImprisonmentin the Houseof

CorrectionathardLabourto the behooffof the Publick & be fedwith

Bread& wateronly, dureingthat Time And for theSecondoffenceSix

Shillings or Six daysImprisonmentasaforesaidandfor the Third of-

fenceTen Shillings or Suffer Ten days Imprisonmentas aforesaid,

And if SuchPersonShallafter Presumeto Committhe Sameoffence

andBe LegallyConvictedthereofheShallbeFinedat theDiscretionof

the CountyCourtnotExceedingfive poundor beCompelledto worke

in Prison at hardLabour asthe Said Court Shall think fit not Ex-

ceedingtwo Moneths andShallbeDeemedaCommonSwearer.

And beit fartherEnactedthatwhosoeverShall Swearby anyother

nameor thing, andis Legally ConvictedthereofShallpay for every

SuchoffencehalfeaCrownor SufferThreedaysImprisonmentin the
houseof Correctionat hardLabourhavingonly BreadandWater for

theirSustenanceanyLaw CustomorUsageto TheContrarynotwith-

standing.

A.P.S.,Original Lawsof Pennsylvaniafrom 1693 to 1700, f. 112.
H.S.P.,CadwaladerCollection.Act of May 22, 1697,chapter7. See
Vol. II St.L. 49, ch.XLIV.


