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chargedby the womanto be thefather,sheholding constantin
her charge,shall be the reputedfather(althoughno personbe
accusedby her in the time of her travail), unlessthe circum-
stancesof the caseandplacebe such,on behalf of the man
charged,asthat the court that hath cognizancethereof shall
seereasonto acquithim, andotherwisedisposeof the child and
educationthereof. And everymanbeinglegally convictedto
be thereputedfatherof abastardchild as aforesaid,shallgive
securityto the court to take the careandbeat the chargeof
bringing up the same,by suchassistanceof the motherasna-
ture requires,and such further assistanceas the court from
timeto timeshall seecauseto order.

PassedNovember27, 1700; repealedby theQueenin Council, Febru-
ary 7, 1705-6. See Appendi,~I, Section II, and the Act of Assembly
passedJanuary12, 1705-6, Chapter122.

OHAPTER IV.

AN ACT AGAINST RAPE OR RAVISHMENT.

{Section I.] Be it enactedby the ProprietaryandGovernor,
by andwith the adviceandconsentof thefreemenof this Pro-
vinceandTerritoriesin GeneralAssemblymet,andby theau-
thority of the same,That whosoevershall commit a rape, or
ravish anymaid or woman,within this provinceor territories,
being convictedthereof,shall, for the first offense,be publicly
whippedwith thirty-onelasheson his bareback,well laid on,
andshalisuffersevenyears’imprisonmentathardlabor. And
if hebeanunmarriedpersonbeshall forfeit all hi~estate;and
if married,one-thirdpart thereof, one-halfof such forfeiture
to theproprietaryandgovernorandthe other half to the use
of the poor. And for the secondoffense,heshallsuffer castra-
tion andbe brandedwith theletterR in his forehead.

PassedNovember27, 1700; repealedby the QueenIn Council, Febru-
ary 7, 1705-6. SeeAppend1~r, Section II~and the Act of Assembly
passedJanuary12, 1705-6, Chapter120.


