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convict of committinganassaultor batteryon thepersonof an-
other,suchpersonshallbe reputedabreakerof thepeace,and
shallbepunishedaccordingto thenatureandcircumstancesof
thefact.

PassedNovember27, 1700; repealedby theQueenin CouncIl, Febru-
ary 7, 1705-6. SeeAppendix I, Section II, Paragraph 54.

CHAPTERXIII.

AN ACT AGAINST MURDER.

[SectionI.] Be it enactedbytheProprietaryandGovernor,by
andwith theadviceandconsentofthefreemenof thisProvince
andTerritories,in GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthority
of the same,That if anypersonwithin this provinceor terri-
tories thereof, shall willfully or premeditatedlykill another
person,or willfully or premeditatedlybe the causeof, or acces-
saryto,the deathof any person,suchpersonguilty asaforesaid
shallsufferdeath,andone-halfof his, thesaidcriminal’sestate
shallremainto his wife and children;andin casehe leaveno
wife norchildrenthento the nextof his kindred,not deseend-
thg lower thanthe seconddegree,to he claimedwithin three
yearsafterthecriminal’s’ death,andthe otherhalf of his estate
shallbeforfeitedto theproprietaryandgovernorandhis heirs.

PassedNovember27, 1700; repealedby theQueenin Council, Febru-
ary 7, 1705-6. See Appendix I, Section II, &nd the Act of A~emblY
paSsedJanuary12, 1705-6, Chapter116,

CHAPTERXIV.

AN ACT AGAINST SEDITION, SPREADINGFALSE NEWS AND DEFAMATION.

For the coercion of evil-mindedpersonsthat, by seditious
words or practices,may endeavorto disturb the public peace
and quiet of thisgovernment:


