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CHAPTER158.

THE LAW ABOUT TRYINGAND PUNISHINGNEGROS.

WhereasmanyDifficulties haveArrisen in this Province& Ter-
ritories, for wantof a law Prescribeingthe Tryall & Punishmentof
Negros,ComittingRapes,Attemptsof Rapes& otherHenious,Enor-
mous& CapitallOffences,ForRemedywhereoffor the FutureBe it
Enactedby theAuthorityaforesaidThatit Shall& May beLawfull for
Two JusticesofthePeaceandSix oftheMostSubstanciallfreeholders
residingin theneighbourhoodto heare& determineall criminalCases
againstNegroeswhich saidfreeholdersshallbe by awarrantunder
the hand& Sealof thesaidJustices,directedto theNext Constable,
Summondto AppearatSuchtime & placeas thesaidJusticesShall
thereinappointwhom thesaidJusticesShalldirectwell andtruely to
give their assistance& judgementupon the tryal of Such offender
Negroor Negros.. . whoseagreementthereupontheyShallPronounce
andwhoseJudgeenttheyShallCauseby warrentunderthehands&
sealsof thesaidJusticesdirectedto therespectivesherriff to be duly
executedupon the offenderor offendersaccordingto the Law And if
anyofthesaddJusticesor assistantsshallneglectdelayor delayto do
theire dutyhereintheyshallbe fined by the Governor& Councill in
anysumnot Exceeding pounds.And if anyNegrowhatsoever,shall
hereafterComitt a Rapeor RavishmentuponanyWhite Womanor
Maid theyShallbe Tryed asaforesaid,& Punishedby Death.And if
theyShallAttemptaRapeor Ravishmentuponsuchor anySuchLike
AbusetheyShallbetryedin Manneraforesaid,andShallbePunished
by Castration.
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