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At a general Assemblybegunandholden at Philadelphia,
the fifteenth dayof September,andcontinuedby adjournments
until the twenty-seventhday of October, A. D. 1701, the fol-
lowing actswerepassed:

CHAPTER CV.

THE LAW FOR CONFIRMATION OF THE LAWS OF THIS GOVERNMENT.

We the representativesof the freemenof this province of
Pennsylvaniaandcountiesannexed,in GeneralAssemblymet,
at Philadelphiain the saidprovince,seriouslyconsideringwith
what careandapplicationthe severalgeneralassembliesthat
havebeenheld in this governmentsincethe proprietary’slast
arrival, have perusedthe laws of this governmentfor their
amendment,explanationandmethod,in orderto be presented
to the King for his royal approbation,pursuantto his coin-
mandsin that behalf, neverthelesswe finding that someof the
saidlawswerenot sentaswantinga furtherreview asalsothat
someof themwhichwereof greatmomentto thecountrywere
not plainly understood,whichhasoccasionedsomedoubtsand
misapprehensionsconcerningthe said laws, for the removal
whereof,andto preventall further objectionsthat may here-
after ariseconcerningthemandthe actingsandproceedingsof
the presentandformergeneralassembliesof this provinceand
territories,andfor theindemnity of all magistrates,officersand
otherpersonsthathaveactedor shallact or officiateby virtue
of the saidlaws:

[SectIonI.] We humblydesirethat it may beenacted,andbe
it herebyenactedby theProprietaryandGovernor,by andwith
theadviceandconsentof the freemenof this ProvinceandTer-
ritories in GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authority of the
same,That all the laws or parts of laws that have beenre-
viewed, amendedandpassedunder the titles hereinaftermen-
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tioned, and every of them,are andshall be adjudged,deemed
andtakento bein force,andareherebyratified, confirmedand
declaredto be the laws of this provinceof Pennsylvaniaand
territories thereuntobelonging:(That is to say) The law con-
cerningliberty of conscience(1); An act againstriots, rioters
andriotous sports,plays and games(2); An act againstadul-
tery, fornication, &c. (3); An act against rape or ravishment
(4); An act against incest, sodomy,andbestialty (5); An act
againstbigamy (6); An act against robbing and stealing(7);
An act aboutboats and canoes(8); An act againstbreaking
into houses(9); An actagainstfiring of houses,&c. (10); An act
againstforcible entry (11); An actagainstmenacing,and as-
sault and battery (12); An act againstmurder (13); An act
againstsedition, spreadingfalse news, and defamation(14);
An actagainstremovingof landmarks(15); An actagainstde-
facersof charters,&c. (16);An act for countyseals,andagainst
counterfeitinghandsandseals(17); An act for regulatingthe
interestof money(18); An act of privilegesto a freeman(19);
An actagainstbuying land of the natives (20); An act direct-
ing how petty offensesshall be punished(21); An act for the
namesof daysandmonths(22); An act for thebetterprovision
for the poor within this prpvinceandterritories (23); An act

L PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterI.
2. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterII.
3. PassedNovember27, 1700, Chapter III.
4. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterIV.
5. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterV.
6. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterVI.
7 PassedNovember27, 1700, Chapter VII.
8. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterVIII.
0. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterIX.

10. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterX.
11. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXI.
12. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXII.
13. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXIII.
14. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXIV.
15. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXV.
16. PassedNovember27, 1700, Chapter XVI.
17. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXVII.
18. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXVIIL
19. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXIX.
20. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXX.
21. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXI.
22. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXII.
23. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXIII.
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about recording of deeds (24); An act about binding to the
peace(25); An act limiting the presentmentsof the grandjury
(26); An act to ascertainthe numberof membersof assembly,
andto regulatethe elections(27); The law about attachments
(28); An act for naturalization(29); An act for the ascertain-
ing thedescentof lands,andbetterdispositionof theestatesof
personsintestate(30); An act for raising county levies (31);
An act directing the attestsof severalofficers andministers,
exceptthe attest of lawyers,attorneysandsolicitor~(32); An
act for the better attendanceof the justices on the several
courtsof judicaturewithin this province andterritories (33);
An actagainstjurorsabsenting,beinglawfully summoned,to
attendtheseveralcourtsof judicaturewithin this provinceand
territories (34); An act to preventimmoderatefines (35); An
act aboutdefalcation(36); An act for the determiningof debts
under forty shillings (37); An act againstspeakingin deroga-
tion of courts (38); An act for the apprizementof goods(39);
An act againstbarrators(40); An act to oblige witnessesto
give evidence and to prevent false swearing (41); An act
confirming devises of lands andvalidity of nuncupative
wills (42); An act to prevent the grevious sin of cursing
andswearingwithin this provinceandterritories (43); An act

24. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXIV.
25. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXVI.
26. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXVII.
27. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXVIII.
28. PassedNovember27, 1700, Chapter XXIX.
29. PassedNovember27, 1700, ‘ChapterXXX.
30. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXI.
31. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXII.
32. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXIII.
33. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXIV.
34. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXV.
35. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXVII.
36. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXVIII.
37. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXVI.
38. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXXXIX.
39. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXL.
40. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXLI.
41. PassedNovember27, 1700, ‘ChapterXLII.
42. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXLIII.
43. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXLIV.



1701] TheStatutesat Large of Pennsylvania. ‘45

to preventall duelling andfighting of duels within this pro-
vince andterritories (44); An act for empoweringwidows and
administratorsto sell somuch of thelandsof intestatesasmay
be sufficient to cleartheir debts(45); An act for the preserva-
tion of the personof the proprietaryandgovernor(46); An act
for taking lands in executionfor the paymentof debts where
the sheriff cannotcomeat othereffectsto satisfythe same(47);
An act for the better regulation of servantsin this province
andterritories(48); An act for erectingandestablishingapost
office (49); An act for the assizeof bread(50); An act for [the]
priority of paymentsto theinhabitantsof thisgovernment(51);
An act for regulatingof streetsandwater coursesin the cities
andtownsof this government(52); An act to empowerthe jus-
ticesin eachcountyto lay out andconfirm all roadsexceptthe
King’s highwaysandpublic roads(53); An act for [the] regulat-
ing andmaintaining of fences (54); An act for the erectingof
bridgesandmaintaininghighways(55); An act againstweirs
crosscreeksandrivers (56); An actagainstunseasonablefiring
of woods(57); An act abouterectingandregulatingthe prices
of ferries (58); An act for the trial of negroes(59); An act to
prevent sickly vesselscoming into this government(60); An
actrequiringall mastersandcommandersof all shipsandves-
selsto makereportatthe town of Newcastlethatareor shallbe
boundto andfrom. the sea(61); An act for the levying of fines

44. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXLV.
46. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXLVI.
46. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXLVII.
47. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXLVIII.
48. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXLIX.
49. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterL.
50. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLI.
51. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLII.
52. PassedNoviember27, 1700, ChapterLIII.
53. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterI,~V.
54. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLVI.
55. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLVII.
56. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLVIII.
57. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLIX.
58. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLX.
59. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXI.
60. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXII.
61. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXIV.
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(62); The law aboutdepartersout of the province(63); An act
againstthe mixing andadulteratingstrong liquors (64); The
law againstscolding(65); The law aboutkilling of wolves(66);
An act for the regulatingof moneyweightsandstampingthe
same(67);An actconcerningbills of exchange(68); An actap-
pointing the rateof the moneyor coin within this provinceand
territories, andfor preveflting the clipping the same(69); An
act for regulatingweightsandmeasures(70);An actto prevent
the sale of ill-tanned leatherandworking the sameinto shoes
and boots (71); An act for keepinga registry in religious so-
cieties (72); An act that no public houseor inn within this
governmentbekeptwithout license(73); An actfor theascer-
taining the dimensionsof cask, and for the true packing of
meat for transportation (74); An act about cutting timber
trees(75); The law againstdrunkennessandhealths-drinking
(76); An act for bailing of prisonersandabout imprisonment
(77); An act againstpirates and searobbers (78); An act for
grantingan impost upon wines, rum, beer,ale, cider, &c., ml-

ported,retailed and sold in this province andterritories (79);
An act for the raising onepennyper poundandsix shillings
per head, for support of the governmentand payment of
debtsanddefraying the necessarychargesthereof(80); An act
for granting and raising to the proprietaryand governorthe
sum of two thousandpounds,upon the clearvalueof all real

62. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXV.
63. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXVI.
64. PassedNovember27, ~700,ChapterLXVII.
65. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXVIII.
66. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXIX,
67. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXI.
68. PassedNovember 27, 1700, ChapterLXX.
69. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXII.
70. PassedNovember27, 17O0~ChapterLXXIII.
71. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXIV.
72. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXV.
78. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXVI1I.
74. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXX.
75. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXXI.
76. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXXII.
77. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXXIII.
78. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXXIV.
79. PassedNovember 27, 1700, ChapterLXXXV.
80. PassedNoven-tber27, 1700, ChapterLXXXVI.
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andpersonalestatesandupon the polls of all freemenwithin
thisprovinceandcountiesannexed(81); An actfor the effectual
establishmentand confirmationof the freeholdersof this pro-
vinceandterritories,their heirsandassigns,in their landsand
tenements(82) (with this alteration and amendmentonly in
the last recitedlaw: Thatthe proprietaryshallhaveoneyear’s
time more for resurveyingland than is therein limited, and
that where any possessorof overplusland has right by pur-
chaseto more thanwhat he hasalreadytakenup, such pos-
sessorshall havesuch overplusland, andit shallbe deducted
out of what he hasto takeup): An act for erectinga bridge
over the creekat Chesterin the countyof Ohe~ter(83); An act
about country product to be currentpay in the territoriçs of
the province of Pennsylvania(84); The law about court pro-
ceedingsand summons(85); The law about trials by twelve
men(86); The law about arrests(~7);The law about false im-
prisonment(88); Thelaw aboutacknowledgingdeedsin court
(89); The law about seven years’ quiet possession(90); The
law aboutsummoningof juries (91); Thelaw aboutthe manner
of giving evidence,and against such as lie in conversation
(92); The law about forms of writs (93); The law againstper-
sons judging in their own cause(94; The law about Indian
traders(95); The law aboutofficers’ fees,exceptsurveyors’fees

81. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXXVII.
82. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterLXXXVIII.
83. Passednovember27, 1700 chapterLXXXIX.
84. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXC.
85. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXCII.
86. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXCIII.
87. PassedNovember27, 1700, Chapter XCIV.
88. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXCV.
89. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXCVI.
90. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXCVII.
91. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXCVIII.
9L PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterXCIX.
93. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterCI.
94. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterCII.
95. PassedNovember27, 1700, ChapterCIV.
96. PassedNovemh~r27, 1700, ChapterCIII.

:10—I
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And for the preventionof disputesthat mayarise:
[SectionII.] Be it further enactedby the authorityaforesaid,

That all lawswhatsoeverheretoforemade,otherthanthelaws
under the titles above expressed,shall be null andvoid, and
areherebydeclarednull andvoid to all intentsandpurposes.

PassedOctober28, 1701; repealedby the Queenin Council, Febru-
ary 7, 1705-6. SeeAppendix I, SectionII.

CHAPTER CVI.

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING COURTS OF JUDICATURE IN THIS PROVINCE
AND CO1Th~TIESANNEXED.

For thebetterandmoreorderlyestablishmentandregulation
of the courtsof justice within this government:

[SectionI.] Be it enactedby theProprietaryandGovernor,by
andwith the adviceandconsentof thefreemenof this Province
andTerritories in GeneralAssembly met, and by the au-
thority of the same, That there shall be holden and kept a
county court or sessionsfour times in every year, in each
county of this province andterritories: (That is to say) in the
county of Philadelphia,to begin on the third day of the week,
called Tuesday,in the first week of the monthscalled March,
3~une,Septemberand December;in the county of Bucks, to
begin on thefourth day,called Wednesday,in the secondweek
of everythesaidmonths;in the countyof Chester,atthe town
of Chester,to begin on the third day of the last week in the
months called February,May, August andNovember;in the
countyof Newcastle,at the town of Newcastle,to begin on the
third day, called Tuesday,in the monthscalled May, August,
NovemberandFebruary;in thecounty of Kent, to beginon the
secondthird day,called Tuesday,in the samemonths;[and in]
the countyof Sussex,at the town of Lewes,to begin on thefirst
third day,or Tuesday,in the samemonths,calledMay, August,
NovemberandFebruary:andthat thereshall be a competent
numberof justicesin [every] of thesaidcounties,appointedand
authorizedby the governoror his lieutenantfor the time being
by commissionunder.the broadsealof the province,‘to holdthe


