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At a GeneralAssemblybegunandholden at Philadelphia,
the fourteenthday of October,A. D. 1705,~nd continuedby ad-
journmentsuntil the twelfth dayof January,1705-G,thefollow-
ing actswere passed:

CHAPTER CXV.

TIlE LAW CONCERNING LIBERTY OF CONSOIENCE.

Almighty God beingthe only Lord of Conscience,Author of
all divine knowledge, faith and worship, who can only en-
lighten themindsandconvincethe understandingof people,in
duereverenceto His sovereigntyover the soulsof mankind,
and the better to unite the Queen’sChristian subjectsin in-
terestand affection:

[Section I.] Be it enactedby JohnEvans,Esquire,by the
Queen’sroyalapprobationLieutenant-GovernorunderWilliam
Penn,Esquire,absoluteProprietaryandGovernor-in-Chiefof
the Provinceof PennsylvaniaandTerritories, by andwith the
adviceandconsentof thefreemenof the saidProvincein Gen-
eral Assemblymet,andby the authority of the same,That no
personnowor atanytimehereafterdwellingor residingwithin
this province,who shall professfaith in God the Fatherand
in JesusChrist, His only Son,andin the Holy Spirit, oneGod
blessedforevermore,and shall acknowledgethe Holy Scrip-
turesof the Old andNew Testamentto be given by divine in-
spiration,andwhenlawfully required,shallprofessanddeclare
that theywill live peaceablyunderthe civil government,shall
in any casebe molestedor prejudicedfor his or her conscien-
tious persuasion;nor shallhe or shebe at anytime compelled
to frequent or maintain any religious worship, placeor min-
istry whatsoevercontrary to his or her mind; but shall freely
andfully enjoyhis or her Christianliberty in all respectswith.-
outmolestationor interruption.

PassedJanuary12, 1705-6.Allowed to becomea law by lapseof time,
in accordancewith the proprietary charter, having beenconsidered
by the Queenin Council, October 24, 1709, and not acted upon.
SeeAppendix II, Section III, and theAct of AssemblypassedMay 28,
1715, Chapter204.
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