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CHAPTERCXVI.

AN ACT AGAINST MURDER AND MANSLAUGHTER.

[Section 1.1 Be it enactedby John Evans,Esquire, by the
Queen’sroyalapprobationLieutenant-Governorunder William
Penn,Esquire,absoluteProprietaryand Governor-in-Chiefof
the Provinceof PennsylvaniaandTerritories, by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the freemenof thesaidProvincein Gen-
eral Assemblymet, andby the authority of the same,That if
any personwithin this province shall willfully and premedi-
tately kill anotherpersonor willfully andpremeditatelybe the
causeof or accessaryto the deathof any person,such person
guilty as aforesaidshall suffer death;andone-halfof his the
said criminal’s estateshall remain to his wife and children;
and in casehe leaveno wife nor children, then to the nextof
his kindred, not extendinglower than the seconddegree,to be
claimed within three years after the criminal’s death [sic]
andthe otherhalf of his estateshallbe forfeited to theproprie-
tary andgovernorfor the supportQf governmentandthe con-
tingent chargesthereof. And if any person shall be legally
convictedof manslaughter,he or sheshall forfeit his or her
wholepersonalestate,one-halfto theproprietaryandgovernOr
for the support of governmentand the contingent charges
thereof,andthe otherhalf to the relict andnext of ki~to the
party deceased;and shall suffer imprisonmentonewhole year
at hard labor. And whosoevershall be convicted of chance
medley or other homicide by mni~adventure,lie or she shall
suffer the lossof one-halfof his or her goodsandchattels,One
nmoiety to theproprietaryandgovernorfor the supportof gov-
ernment,and the other to the relict or next of kin to the
party deceased;andfor want of suchestateshall paytwentY

pounds to time useaforesaid,and shall suffer one year’s 1fl1

prisonmentat hardlabor.
PassedJanuary12, 1705-6. Allowed to becomea law by lapseof time,

in accordancewith the proprietary charter, having been considered
by the Queen in Council, October 24, 1709, and not acted upon.
SeeAppendix II, SectionIII, and the Act of AssemblypassedMay 31,
1718, Chapter236 and the note thereto.


