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ORAPTER CXX.

AN ACT AGAINST RAPE OR RAVISHMENT.

[Section I.] Be it enactedby JohnEvans, Esquire,by the
Queen’sroyal approbationLieutenant-GovernorunderWilliam
Penn,Esquire,absoluteProprietaryandGovernor-inOhiefof
the Provinceof PennsylvaniaandTerritories, by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the freemenof the saidProvince in Gen-
eral Assemblymet, and by the authority of the same,That
whosoevershall be convicted of having committeda rape
upon anymaid or womanwithin this province,shallreceiveon
his bare back, well laid on, at the common whipping-post,
thirty-one lashes,andshallbe imprisonedsevenyearsat hard
labor. And in casesuch personso convict be single andun-
married,heshall forfeit all hisestate;andif married,one-third
part thereof,one-halfof such forfeiture to the proprietaryand
governor for the support of governmentand the necessary
chargesthereof,andthe otherhalf to the useof the poor of the
placewherethe saidoffenseis committed. And for the second
offensehe shallbe brandedon the foreheadwith theletter B,
andshallsufferimprisonmentduringlife athardlabor.

PassedJanuary12, 1705-6.Allowed to becomea law by lapseof time,
in accordancewith the proprietary charter, having been considered
by the Queenin Councii, October 24, 1709, and not acted upon.
SeeAppendix II, SectionIII, andthe Act of AssemblypassedMay 3:1,
1718, Chapter236 and thenote thereto.

CHAPTERCXXI.

AN ACT AGAINST INCEST.

For the preventingof incestuousmarriageswithin this pro-
vince:

[Section L] Be it enactedby John Evans~Esquire, by the
Queen’sroyal approbationLieutenant-GovernorunderWilliam
Penn,Esquire, absoluteProprietaryand Governor-in-Chiefof


