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OFLAPTEROXXVIIL

AN ACT AGAINST RIOTS AND RIOTERS.

[Section I.] Be it enactedby John Evans,Esquire, by the
Queen’sroyal approbationLieutenant-GovernorunderWilliam
Penn,Esquire,[absolute]ProprietaryandGovernor-in-Ohiefof
the Provinceof PennsylvaniaandTerritories,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof thefreemenof the saidProvincein Gen-
eral Assembly met, and by the authority of the same,That
if any persons,to the numberof threeor more, shall meetto-
.getherwith clubs,stavesor any otherhurtful weapons,to the
terror of any the peaceablepeopleor inhabitantsof this pro-
vinceandshall commit,or designto commit,violenceor injury
upon the personor goods of any of the saidinhabitants,and
shall be convictedthereof,suchpersonsshall be reputedand
punished as rioters, accordingto the laws of England; and
such act of terror or violence,or designof violence, shall be
deemedandaccounteda riot.

PassedJanuary12, 1705-6.Allowed to becomea.law by lapseof time,
in accordancewith the proprietary charter, having beenconsidered
by the Queenin Council, October 24, 1709, and not acted upon. See
Appendix II, SectionIII, and the Acts of AssemblypassedFebruary
3, 1764, chapter 508; October 19, 1771, Chapter 639; January 22, 1774,
Chapter690; AprIl 12, 1845, P. L. 380; March 7, 1848, P. L. 110; April
9, 1849, P. L. 526; May 3, 1850, P. L. 670, and March 31, 1860, P. L. 389.
Repealedby the Act of March 31, 1860, P. L. 451.

OHAPTEROXXIX.

A~ACT LIMITING THE PRESENTMENTSOF THE GRAND JURY.

[Section I.] Be it enactedby John Evans,Esquire, by the
Queen’sroyal approbationLieutenant-GovernorunderWilliam
Penn,Esquire,absoluteProprietaryand Governor~in-Obiefof
theProvince of PennsylvaniaandTerritories, by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the freemen of the saidProvincein Gen-



I 7o5—6] The Statniesat Large ofPennsylvania. 189

eral Assemblymet, and by the authority of the same, That
from henceforthnothingwhich maybe determinedby justices
of the peaceaccordingto law shall be presentableby any of
the grand juries of this province,anylaw, usageor customto
the contrary thereofin anywisenotwithstanding.

PassedJanuary12, 1705-6. Repealedby theQueenin Council, Octo-
ber 24, 1709. SeeAppendix II, Section 111.

CHAPTERCXXX.

AN ACT FOR DETERMINING OF DEBTS UNDER FORTY SHILLINGS.

To the endthat speedyjusticemaybe done:
[Section I.] Be it enactedby JohnEvans,Esquire,by the

Queen’sroyal approbationLieutenant-Governorunder.William
Penn,Esquire,absoluteProprietary and Governor-in-Chiefof
the Provinceof PennsylvaniaandTerritories,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the freemenof the saidProvincein Gen-
eral Assembly met, and by the authority of the same,That
upon complaint madeto any justice of the peacein this pro-
vinceagainstanypersonjustly indebtedunderthe sumof forty
shillings, it shallandmaybe lawful for thesaid justice,andhe
is herebyempoweredto issuehiswarrant,directedto the con-
stableto summonthe defendantto appearbeforehim at such
timeandplaceasheshall appoint;andupon full hearingand
good evidencehe shallgivehis judgmentin the matter,which
shall be final and conclusiveto both plaintiff anddefendant,
without further appeal; and execution shall be awarded
against the personrefusing to comply with the judgment, to
levy the sameupon his goods and chattels,andfor want of
goodsandchattels,againsthis body.

Providedalways, That nothing in this act containedshall
extendto anydebtfor rentsor contractsof realestate.

PassedJanuary12, 1705-6.Allowed to becomea laW by lapseof time
In accordancewith the proprietary charter, having been considered
by the Queenin Council, October24, 1709, and not actedupon. See
Appendix II, Section III, and the Acts of Assembly passedJune 7,
1712, ChapteriSO, and March 27, 1712-13. Repealedby theAct of May
28, 1715, Chapter211. .


