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CHAPTERCXXXI.

AN ACT FOR THE FURTHER SECURING THE ADMINISTRATION~OF~THE
GOVERNMENT OF THIS PROVINCE.

Whereasit is ofthe greatestimportanceto thewell-being of
any county to be provided of a regular andplenary adminis-
tration of governmentin all emergencies,andconsideringthat
theuncertaintyof humanlife rendersall governmentsliable to
changesthat maycarry greatinconvenienceswith themunless
dueprovision bemadeagainstthe same:

[SectionL] Be it thereforeenactedby JohnEvans,Esquire,
by the Queen’sroyal approbationLieutenant-Governorunder
William Penn,Esquire,absoluteProprietaryandGovernor-in
Chief of the Province of PennsylvaniaandTerritories, by and
with the adviceandconsentof thefreemenof thesaidProvince
in GeneralAssembly met, and by the authority of the same,
That in caseit shall pleaseAlmighty God, at any time in the
absenceof the governor-in-chiefof this province,to removehiS

lieutenantby deathor otherwisebeforesuchsuificientprovision
be madeby the governor-in-chieffor the full administrationof
government,or in caseof his said lieutenant’sabsenceout of
this government,thegovernor’scouncil that arein placeatthe
time of suchlieutenant’sdeceaseor departure,or amajority of
their numberresidingand dwelling in this province, of which
the eldestor first-namedmember,or suchmemberas the said
eldestor first-namedmemberwith any five of the other mem-
bersshallnameandappoint,beingalways one, shall havetbC
full power andauthority of a governorof this provinceas ef-
fectually as any deputy or lieutenantcommissionatedby the
governor-in-chiefmay or ought to have,andshall accordingly
act and exerciseall the powersof governmentas fully and
amply as any deputyor lieutenant-governormay, canor ought
to do, until anotherpersonor personsshallbeduly commissiofl
atedandempoweredby the saidgovernor-in-chiefor his heirs
to actin their stead.

PassedJanuary12, 1705-6. Repealedby the Queenin Council, Octo-
ber 24, 1709, SeeAppendix II, Sectlon~III, and the Acts of Assembly
passedJune7, 1712, Chapter 198.


