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OHAPTER CLI.

AN ACT FOR BAILING OF PRISONERSAND ABOUT IMPRISONMENT.

[SectionI.] Be it enactedby JohnEvans,Esquire,by the
Queen’sroyalapprobationLieutenant-GovernorunderWilliam
Penn,Esquire,absoluteProprietaryandGovernor-in-Chiefof
the Provinceof PennsylvaniaandTerritories,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the freemenof the saidProvincein Gen~
eralAssemblymet, andby the authority of thesame,That all
prisonersshallbebailableby oneor moresufficientsureties,to
be takenby oneormoreof the judgesor justicesthat havecog-
nizanceof the fact, unlessfor such offensesas areor shall be
madefeloniesof deathby the laws of this province. And at
least every half yearthere shall be a gaol-delivery in every
countyof this province,whereimprisonmentis not thepunish-
ment: andthat gaolersshall not oppresstheir prisoners;and
that all prisonersshall be free as to room; andall prisoners
shallhaveliberty to providethemselveswith bedding,food and
other necessariesduring their imprisonment. And that the
public allowanceshall be two penceper day, and no more.
And that the respectiveprisonsshall be work-houses(until
othersareprovided)for felons,thieves,vagrantsandlooseand
idle persons,whereofoneshallbe in eachrespectivecounty of
this province. And thatno personor personsshall be obliged
to answerto anyindictment or presentment,unlesstheprose-
cutor’s namebe insertedthereon. And if any personor per-
sonsshallbe imprisonedor prosecutedwithoutprobablecause,
he, sheor theyshallhavedoubledamagesagainsttheinformer
or prosecutorto berecoveredby anactionatcommonlaw.

PassedJanuary12, 1705-6. Allowed to becomea law by lapseof time
in accordancewith theproprietarycharter,havingbeenconsideredby the
Queenin Council, October24, 1709, andnot actedupon. SeeAppendix
II, SectionIII.

16——I


