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highway,roador passage,or anyotherhouseor placewhatso-
ever and shall be convicted thereof as aforesaid, shall for
every such offense forfeit twenty shillings; the said several
forfeituresto be levied by distressandsaleof goodsandchat-
tels of the offender, by warrant of the said justicesor chief-
magistrates,one-halfto the useof the poor of the city, county
or division whereanysuchoffenseshallbe committed,andthe
otherto theprosecutor.

[Section VII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid, That any personas aforesaid,who shall throw, or
fire or assistin the throwing or firing any such fireworks, in
or into any public street,house,shop,river, highway, road or
passage,andbe thereofconvicted,as aforesaid,shall for every
suchoffense,forfeit twenty shillingsto the usesaforesaid,and
paythe sameimmediately to the said justicesor chief-magis-
trate, or be sentto the Houseof Correction,thereto bekept to
hardlabor, for any time not exceedingonemonth,unlesssuch
offendersoonerpay suchforfeiture.

PassedFebruary28, 1710—11. Repealedby the Queenin Council, Feb-
ruary 20, 1713—14. SeeAppendix III, Section II, and the Acts of As-
sembly passedAugust 26, 1721, Chapter245, and February9, 1750—51,
Chapter388.

CHAPTER CLXXV.

AN ACT TO PREVENT DISPUTESWHICH MAY HEREAFTER ARISE ABOUT
TEE DATES OF CONVEYANCES AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS AND
WRITINGS.

Whereasthe generalityof the inhabitantsof this province
do conscientiouslyscrupleto call the namesof the monthsas
theyareusuallycalled; but themonth,which otherscall March
they call the First month, and the month, commonly called
April, the Secondmonth, andso of the restof the monthsof
the year; andthe datesof manydeeds,conveyancesandother
writings, as well as the times of paymentof money, are ac-
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cordingly mentionedand expressed. Now, forasmuchas dis-
putes and controversiesmay hereafter arise concerningthe
premises:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby CharlesGookin, Es-
quire, by tile Queen’sroyal approbationLieutenant-Governor
underWilliam Penn,Esquire,absoluteProprietaryandGover-
nor-in-Chief of the Province of Pennsylvania,by and with
the advice and consentof the freemen of the said Province
in GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authorityof the same,
That all deeds,conveyances,mortgages,letters of attorney,
or powersof agency,commissions,bonds,bills, charter-parties,
leases,releases,contracts,articles,receipts,and,all other in.-
struments and writings whatsoever,wherein the names of
the monthsarecalledFirst, Second,Third, Fourth, insteadof
March,April, May, June,andso of the rest,alwaysaccounting
the monthcalled Marchto be thefirst monthof theyear,shall
andareherebyenactedanddeclaredto be as good andavail-
able,and may be pleadedandshall be deemed,adjudgedand
takenin all courtsof judicature,and elsewherewithin this pro-
vince, to beas valid and effectual in law, to all intents, con-
structionsandpurpose’s,‘as if themonthsin suchwritings had
beensetdown andexpressedby their usualnames,any law,
customor usageto the contrary thereof in anywise notwith-
standing.

PassedFebruary 28, 1710—11. Conñrmed by the Queen in Council,
February 20, 1713—14. SeeAppendix III, Section II. Repealed by the
Act of AssemblypassedMarch 11, 1752, Chapter 395.

CHAPTER CLXXVI.

AN ACT FOR PRIORITY OF PAYMENT OF DEBTS TO THE INHABITANTS
OF THIS PROVINCE.

Whereasmanypersonsbringing into this provinceconsider-
able cargoesof goods and visible estatesdo therebyacquire
great and large credits from the inhabitants, and upon the
death of such personsit often happensthat such cargoesor


