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CHAPTERCCVIII.

AN AOT FOR AOKNO~WLE~IYG-IN~AND RECORDING OF DEEDS.

[Section I.] Be it enactedby OharlesGookin, Esquire, by
the royal approbation Lieutenant-Governor,under William
Penn,Esquire,Proprietaryand Governor-in-Chiefof the Pro-
vince of Pennsylvania,by andwith the adviceand consentof
the freemen of the said Province in GeneralAssembly met,
and by the authority of the same, That there shall be an
office of record in each county of this province which shall
be called and styled The Office for Recordingof Deeds,and
shall be kept in some convenientplace in the said respec-
tive counties; and the recorder shall duly attend the ser-
vice of the same,and, at his own properëostsand charges,
shall provideparchmentor good largebooksof royal or other
largepaper, well bound andcovered,whereinheshall record,
in a fair and legible hand, all deeds and conveyanceswhich
shallbe broughtto him for that purpose,accordingto the true
intent andmeaningof this act.

[Section II.] And be it further enacted, That all bargains
and sales, deeds and conveyancesof lands, tenementsand
hereditamentsin this province, may be recordedin the said
office; but before the same shall be so recorded,the parties
concernedshall procure the grantor or bargainor namedin
every such deed, or else two or more of the witnesses(who
were presentat the executionthereof)to comebefore one of
the justices of the peace,of the propercounty or city where
the lands lie, who is herebyempoweredto takesuchacknowl-
edgmentof the grantor, if one, or of one of the grantors,if
more.

But in casethe grantorbe dead,or cannotappear,then the
witnessesbrought [before] such justice shall by him be ex-
amineduponoathor affirmation,to [provethe] executionof the
deedthen produced,whereuponthe samejustice shall, under
his handandseal,certify suchacknowledgmentor proof upon
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the backof the deed,with the day andyearwhen the same
wasmade,andby whom. And that afterthe recorderhasre-
cordedany of the said deeds,he shall certify, on the back
thereof,underhis hand and sealof his office, the dayhe en-
teredit, andthe nameor numberof thebook orroll andpage
where the sameentered.

[SectionIII.] And be it further~enacted,Thatall deedsand
conveyancesmade and granted out of this province, and
broughthitherandrecordedin thecountywherethelandslie
(theexecutionwhereofbeingfirst provedby theoathorsolemn
affirmation of one or moreof the witnessesthereunto,before
oneor moreof thejusticesof the peaceof this province,or be-
fore anymayororchiefmagistrateor officer of thecities, towns
orplaceswheresuchdeedsorconveyancesareorshallbe made
or executed,and accordinglycertified underthe common or
public seal of the cities, townsor placeswheresuchdeedsor
conveyancesaresoprovedrespectively),shallbeasvalid asif
thesamehadbeenmade,acknowledgedorprovedin theproper
countywherethelandslie in this [province].

[Section IV.] And be it further enacted,by the authority
aforesaid,Thatall deedsandconveyancesmadeor to bemade,
andprovedor acknowledgedandrecordedasaforesaid,which
shallappearsoto beby endorsementmadethereon,according
to thetrueintentandmeaningof this act,shallbe of the same
forceandeffect here,for thegiving possessionandseizing,and
making good the title and assuranceof the said lands,tene-
ments and hereditaments,as deedsof feoffment with livery
and seizin, or deedsenrolled in any of the King’s courts of
record at Westminster,are or shall be in the kingdom of
GreatBritain. Andthecopiesor exemplificationsof all deeds
soenrolledbeingexaminedby therecorder,andcertifiedunder
the seal of the proper office (which the recorder,or keeper
thereof, is herebyrequiredto affix thereto) shall be allowed
in all courtswhereproduced,and areherebydeclaredanden-
acted to be [as good evidence]and asvalid and effectual in
law astheoriginaldeedsthemselves,[or as]bargainsandsales
enrolledin the saidcourtsat Westminster,andcopiesthereof,
canbe;andthat the samemaybe showed,pleadedand made
useof accordingly.
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[SectionV.] And be it further enacted, That [in] all deeds
to be recordedin pursuanceof this act,wherebyany estateof
inheritance iii fee-simple shall hereafter be limited to the
granteeandhis heirs, thewords “grant, bargain,sell” sh.allbe
adjudgedanexpresscovenantto the grantee,his heirsandas-
signs, to wit: That the grantorwas seizedof an indefeasible
estatein fee-simple,freedfrom incumbrancesdoneor suffered
from the grantor (exceptingthe rents’ and servicesdueto the
lord of thefee),asalsofor quietenjoymentagainstthegrantor,
his heirs and assigns (unless limited by expresswords con-
tainedin suchdeed). And that the grantee,his heirs, execu-
tors, administratorsand assignsmay, in any action, assign
breaches,asif suchcovenantswere expresslyinferred.

Providedalways, Thatthis act shallnot extendto leasesat
rack rent, or to leasesnot exceedingone-and-twentyyears,
wherethe actualpossessiongoeswith the lease.

[SectionVI.] And be it further enacted,That if anyperson
shall forge any entry of the [said] acknowledgments,certifi-
catesor indorsements,wherebythe freeholdor inheritanceof
any manmaybe charged,he shall be liable to the penalties
againstforgers of false deeds,&c. And if any personshall
perjurehimself in any of the caseshereinabovementioned,he
shall incur the like penaltiesas if the oath or affirmation had
beenin anycourt of record.

[Section VII.] And be it ftirther enacted, That no deedof
mortgage,or defeasibledeedin thenatureof mortgages,here-
after to be made,shallbe goodor sufficient to conveyor pass
anyfreeholdor inheritance,or to grantany estatethereinfor
life or years,unlesssuch deedbe acknowledgedor provedand
recordedwithin six monthsafter the datethereof,wheresuch
landslie, ashereinbeforedirectedfor otherdeeds.

[Section VIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That any mortgageeof any real or personalestates
in this province,having receivedfull satisfactionandpayment
of all suchsumandsumsof moneyasarereally dueto him by
such mortgage,shall, at the requestof the mortgagor,enter
satisfactionupon the margin of the recordof such mortgage
recordedin the said office; which shall foreverthereafterdie-
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charge,defeat andreleasethe same; and shall likewise bar
all actionsbroughtor to be broughtthereupon.

And if suchmortgagee,by himself or his attorney,shallnot,
within three months after requestand tender made for his
reasonablecharges,repair to the said office andthere make
suchacknowledgmentasaforesaid,he, she or they neglecting
so to do shall for every such offenseforfeit andpayunto the
party or partiesaggrieved any sum not exceedingthe mort-
gagemoney, to be recoveredin any court [of] record within
this province,by bill, plaint or information.

[Section IX.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That CharlesBrockden,of Philadelphia,gentleman,
shallbeRecorderof Deedsfor thecity andcountyof Philadel-
phia, andthe severalprothonotariesor countyclerks of Bucks
andChester,in this province, shall be recordersof deedsfor
the said respectivecounties,who shall continuein their said
office until a majority of the justicesof the courtsof quarter-
sessions,in the saidrespectivecounties,shall see occasionto
removethem and appoint othersin their places. But before
any of the said recordersenter upon their respectiveoffices
they shall ‘find suretiesas follows, viz.: The said Recorderof
Deedsfor the county and city of Philadelphia shall become
boundto the governorof this provincefor thetime being,with
one or more sufficient sureties, in a bond of five hundred
pounds,conditionedfor the [true] andfaithful executionof his
office, and for delivering up the recordsand [other] writings
belongingto the said office whole, safeand undefaced,to his
successorin the saidoffice; andthe saidcounty’clerksof Bucks
and (‘hester shall each of them, with one or more sureties,
becomeboundas aforesaid,in abond of two hundredpounds,
conditionedasaforesaid; which saidrespectivebondsshallbe
filed in the secretary’soffice, andthere safelykept in orderto
be madeuseof formaking satisfactionto the partiesthat shall
be damnifiedor aggrieved,asis or shall be in such casesdi-
rectedby the laws of this province.

And no recorder of deeds whatsoever,now or hereafter
appointedas aforesaid,shall enterupon or officiate in his said
office before he hath given such security as aforesaid,upon
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painof forfeiting thesum of onehundredpounds,the one-half
to the governor,for supportof government,andthe other half
to him or themthat shall suefor the same,to be recoveredas
aforesaid.

[Section X.] And be it further enacted,by the authority
aforesaid, That the said recorders,respectively, shall have
andreceivefor recordingandfor copying or exemplifying all
deeds,conveyancesandwritings enterediii the said office, one
halfpennyfor everyline containingnot lessthantwelvewords;
andfor everysearchoneshilling; andfor everyacknowledging
satisfaction,in themargin of amortgage,recordedasaforesaid,
oneshilling; andshallhaveandreceivefor affixing the sealto
everyexemplification,oneshilling, andfor the seal of office and
indorsementof certificateon eachdeedacknowledged,andhis
handthereto,oneshilling six pence.

And if any of the said recordersshall exact or take any
more or greater fees,he or they so offending shall, for every
offense,forfeit andpaythesumof five pounds,one-halfthereof
to the governor,for supportof government,andthe otherhalf
to him or themthat shall suefor the same,to be recoveredas
aforesaid.

PassedMay 28, 1715. Allowed to becomea law by lapse of
‘time, in accordance withi ‘the proprietary charter, having
been considered by the Lords Justices in Council July
21, ‘1719, and not acted upon. See ‘Appendix IV, Sec-
tion H, and the ‘Acts of Assem’bly passed February 18,
1769, Chapter 588; February 24, 1770, Chapter 605; March 18,
1775, ‘Chapter 706; March 14, 1777, Chapter 748; August 81, 1778,
Chapter 804; Septeni!ber 23, 1783, Chapter 1040; April 8, 1785.
Chapter11163; March27, 1790, Chapter1495; April 13, 1791, Chapter
1575; September30, 1791, Chapter1601; January16, 1799, Chapter
2044; April 11, 1799, Chapter 2091; F~bruary7, 1803, P. L. 305;
April 2, 1804, P. L. 468; ‘April 3, 1804, P. L. 488; January 20,
1806, P. L. 304; March 18, 1814, P. L. 132; January25, 1816, P. L.
9; ‘March 18, 1816, P. L. 160; January9, 1817, P. L. 16; ‘March 24,
1818, P. L. 285; March 23, 1819, P. L. 144; March 28, 1820, ‘P. L. 141;
January18, 1821, P. L. 9; March 31, 1823,P. L. 216; April 1, 1823,
P. L. 277; April 3, 1826, P. .1.. 187; January16, 1827, P. L. 9;
March 29, 1827, P. L. 154; April 14, 1828, P. L. 447; April 15, 1828,
‘P. L. 490; April 8, ‘1829, P. L. 146; April 23, 1829,P. L. 341; April
6, 1830, P. L. 272; April 8, 1833,P. L. 305; April 15, 1834, P. ‘L. 537;
February19, 1835, P. L. ~9; ‘March 28, 1835,P. L. 88; March13, 1839,
‘P. L. 92; March 23, 1839, P. ~ 130; (resolutionof) June 17, 1839,
P. L. 676; April 3, 1840, P. L. 233; April 13, 1840, P. L. 303; (the
twoactsof) April 16, 1840, P. ‘L. 357, 410; ‘March 26, 1841, ‘P. L. 106;
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May 5, 1841, P. L. 350; April 6, 1843, P. L. 175; March 14, 1846,
P. L. 124; March 9, 1847, P. L. 279; (the two acts of) April 11,
1848, ‘P. L. 525, 536; January24, 1849, P. ‘L. 676; AprIl 5, 1849,
P. L. 344; April 9, 1849, P. L. 524; April 10, 1849, P. L. 619; March
13, 1850, P. L. 178; April 2, 1850, P. L. 312; April 22, 1850, P. L.
556; April 25, 1850, P. L. 569; April 26, 1850, P. L. 577; March 15;
1851, P. L. 163; April 3, 1851, P. ‘L. 868; April 10, 1851, P. L. 505;
April 15, 1851,P. L. 661; MarCh. 1, 1852,P. L. 100; March18, 1852,
P. L. 645; April 5, 1853, P. L. 295; April 26, 1854, P. L. 501: May 5,
1854, P. L. 572; May 6, 1854, P. L. 603; December14, 1854, P. L.
(1855) 724; April 27, 1855,P. L. 368; April 9, 1856, P. L. 294; (thetwo
acts of) April 11, 1856, P. L. 304, 315; April 21, 1856, P. L. 484;
April 2, 1859, P. L. 352; April 6, 1859, P. L. 383; March 20, 1860,
p~L. 204; March 31, 1860, P. L. 382; April 3, 1860,P. L. 630; March
22, 1861, ‘P. L. 185; March 27, 1862, P. L. 192; April 1, 1863, P. L.
188; (the threeacts of) April 22, 1863, P. L. 533, 548, 572; August
10, 1864, P. L. 962; March 22, 1865, P. L. 30; March. 27, 1865, P. L.
44; April 12, 1866, P. L. 864; ‘(the two acts of) April 17, 1866, P. L.
108, 1004; ‘May 17, 1866, P. L. 1085; MarCh 23, 1867, P. L. 43; April
10, 1867, P. L. 67; AprIl 2, 1868, P. L. 3; April 28, 1868,P. L. 1151;
April 17, 1869, P. L. 68; January26, 1870, P. L. 13; F~bruary23,
1870,‘P. L. 32; June15, 1871, P. L. 387; April 13, 1872, P. L. 1140;
March 7, 1873, P. L. 222; May 25, 1874, P. L. 222; May 26, 1874,
P. L. 229; March 18, 1875, P. L. 32; April 6, 1876,P. L. 18; April 28,
1876,P. L. 52; (the two actsof) May 13, 1876,P. L. 158, 160; May 18,
1876, P. L. 181; March 23, 1877, ‘P. ‘L. 29; April 17, 1878, P. L. 22;
(the four ‘acts of) May 25, 1878, P. L. 149, 151, 152, 155; June 12,
1878, P. L. 187; March 6, 1879, P. L. 4; June 11, 1879, ‘P. L. 141;
May 26, 1881, P. ‘L. 35; (the two actsof) June 8, 1881,P. ‘L. 69, 84;
June10, 1881, IF. L. 97; (the two actsof) June20, 1883,P. L. 136, 138;
May 28, 1885, P. L. 24; June3, 1885, P. L. 55; June24, 1885, P. L.
160; April 28, 1887, P. L. 73; ‘May 25, 1887, P. L. 270; May 9, 1889,
P. L. 166; May 13, 1889, P. L. 197; ‘May 23, 1889, P. L. 277; May 12,
1891, P. L. 53; May 20, 1891, P. L. 102; June 1, 1891, P. L. 159;
May 19, 1893, p. L. 108; May 25, 1893,P. L. 136; May 31, 1898, P. L.
1888; June6, 1893, P. L. 329; May 22, 1895, P. L. 1113; May 28, 1895,
P. L. 124.

CHAPTERCCIX.

AN ACT FOR THE ‘EASE OP SUOH AS CONSCIENTIOUSLY SCRDPLE
TO ‘hAKE THE SOLEMIN AFFIR’MAiPION FORMERLY A’LLOIWED IN
GREAT BRITAIN.

Forasmuchasdiversof the inhabitantsof thisprovince,who
may beserviceablein the government,do conscientiouslyscru-


