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CHAPTER CCXLV.

AN ACT FOR PREVENTING ACCIDENTS TH~ATMAY ~PPEN BY FIRE..

[Section I.] Be it enactedby Sir William Keith, Baronet,
Governorof the [sic] Pennsylvania,&c., by andwith theadvice
and consentof the freemen of the said Province in General
Assemblymet, andby the authority of the same,That if any
master or other person whatsoever, shall bream any ship,
sloop or other vessel,with blazing fire, or causethe sameto
be donein any of the docks, or at any of the wharves,within
the limits of the city of Philadelphia,except in such place
or placesasshall from time to time be appointedfor that ser-
vice by the mayorandcommOnaltyof the saidcity; andif any
master,or other personwhatsoever,shallheat, or causeto be
heated,with blazing fire, any pitch, tar, turpentine~rosin, oil,
tallow, or any suiphurousmatter, for the useof any ship or
vessel,otherthansuchasshallbe on thestocks,exceptin such
placesas shall be from time to time appointedas aforesaid,
every suchmaster,or otherpersonwhatsoever,doing or caus-
ing the sameto be done,beingconvict thereof,by oneor more
crediblewitnesses,beforethe mayor andrecorder,or anytwo
magistratesof the said city, shall forfeit and.pay the sum of
five poundsfor every such offense,togetherwith costsof pros-
ecution; one-halfwhereoffor the useof the personor persons
who shallsueor prosecutefor the same,andthe other half to
bepaidto the city treasurerfor the useof the saidcity.

[SectionIL] And be it further enacted,Thatif any master,
or other person whatsoever,shall suffer any fire to be kept
(candle excepted)after the hour of eight in the evening, on
boardanyship or othervessel,lying in anyof the docks,or at
anyof thewharvesaforesaid,or in the roadbeforethe saidcity,
being convict thereof as aforesaid, shall, for every such of-
fense, forfeit and pay the sum of ten shillings, for the uses
aforesaid.

Provided always, That it shall and may be lawful for the
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mayorof the city of Philadelphia,for the timebeing,by license
under his hand, to permit the masterof any vessel,lying in
the road of Philadelphiaaforesaid,to usefire on board [such]
ship or vesselafter thehour of eight aforesaid,in caseof sick-
ness,or any other extraordinaryoccasion,anythingin this act
to the contrary notwithstanding.

[SectionIII.] And be it further enacted,That if any person
or personswithin the city of Philadelphia,or towns of Chester,
Bristol, Germantown,Darby or Chichester,shall set on fire
their chimneysto cleansethem, or shall suffer them or any of
them to take fire andblazeout at the top, and be duly con-
victedthereof,by onecrediblewitness,beforeany onejusticeof
the peaceof the said city or counties,suchpersonor persons
shall forfeit and pay for every such offensetwenty shillings,
for the use of the saidcity or towns respectively,wheresuch
offense shall happen. And the first paragraphof an act of
assemblyof this province, imposing a fine of fdrty shillings
upon everypersonthat shall fire or suffer their chimneysto be
fired, shall and is herebydeclaredto be repealedandmade
void.

And whereasmuch mischief may happenby shootingof
guns, throwing, castingandfiring of squibs,serpents,rockets
and other fireworks, within the city of Philadelphia,if not
speedilyprevented;

[SectionIV.] Be it thereforeenactedby the authorityafore-
said, That if any personor persons,of what sex, age,degree
or quality soever,from andafter publicationhereof,shall fire
any gun or otherfirearms, or shall makeor causeto be made,
or sell, or utter, or offer to exposeto sale,any squibs,rockets
or otherfireworks,or shallcast,throwor fire anysquibs,rock-
ets or otherfireworks,within the city of Philadelphia,without
thegovernor’sspeciallicensefor the same,of whichlicensedue
notice [shall] first be given to the mayor of the saidcity, such
personor personsso offending, andbeingthereofconvictedbe-
fore any onejustice of the peaceof the saidcity, eitherby con-
fessionof the party so offending, 01’ by the view of anyof the
saidjustices,or by the oath or affirmation of oneor morewit-
nes~es,shall, for everysuch offense,forfeit andpaythe sumof
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five shillings, one-halfto the useof the poor of the said city,
andthe otherhalf to the useof him or themwho shallprose-
cute and cause such offender to be as aforesaid convicted:
which forfeituresshallbe leviedby distressandsale of theof-
fender’sgoodsasaforesaid;andfor wantof suchdistress,if the
offender refuseto paythe saidforfeiture, heshallbe committed
to prisonfor everysuch offensethe spaceof two days,without
bail or mainprise.

Provided, That such conviction be made within ten days
aftersuchoffensecommitted. And if suchoffenderbeanegro
or Indian slave,heshall, insteadof imprisonment,bepublicly
whipped,atthe discretionof themagistrate.

PassedAugust 26, 172.1. Apparently never consideredby the
Crown, but allowed to becomea law by lapseof time in accordance
with the proprietarycharter. See Appendix IV, Section II, and
Hill’s letter andFane’sopinion in Appendix V, Section I, andthe
Acts of Assem~blypassedAugust 14, 1725, Chapter287; February6,
1730-31, Chapter322; March 29, 1735-36, Chapter338; February9,
1750-51, Chapter388; March 26, 1762, Chapter 481; March 9, 1771,
Chapter624; March 21, 1772, Chapter648; December24, 1774, Chap-
ter 7~5;Novem,ber25, 1779, Chapter867; March 28, 1787, Chapter
1279; September29, 1787, Chapter 1813; April 13, 1791, Chapter
1573; April 11, 1793, Chapter1698; April 18, 1794, Chapter 1743;
April 18, 1795, Chapter1857; March 29, 1802, P. L. 127; March 29,
1803, P. L. 542; April 4, 1807, P. L. 132; March 30, 1812, P. Is. 182;
March 14, 1818, P. L. 189; March 29, 1824, P. Is. 152; February10,
1832, P. Is. 64; June13, 1836, P. L. 551; March 16, 1847, P. [~.473;
April 11, 1848, P. L. 504; Apr11 8, 1851, P. Is. 382; April 14, 1851,
P. T.. 549; March 20, 1856, P. 14. 137; May 5, 1864, P. Is. 841; March
23, 1865, P. Is. 744; March 12, 1566, P. Is. 160; June 2, 1870, P. Is.
13P;April 17, 1878, P. L. 23; June10, 1881, P. Is. 111; June11, 1885,
P. L 111.

CHAPTER COXLVI.

AN ACT TO PR]PVENT THE KILLING OF DEIDR OUT OF SEASON, AND
AGAINST CARRYING OF GUNS OR H’UNTING BY PBRSONSNOT QUALI-
FlED.

[Section I.] Be it enactedby Sir William Keith, Baronet,
Governorof the Provinceof Pennsylvania,&c., by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the freemenof thesaidProvincein Gen-
eral Assemblymet, andby the authority of the same, That if


