
The Statutesal Largeof Pennsylvania. [1722

CHAPTER CCLVII.

A1’~ ACT FOR ENCOURAGING ThE RAISTNG OF HEMP WITHIN THIS
PROVIN1OE.

Whereasby divers acts of parliamentof the kingdom of
GreatBritain, largeencouragementshavebeenandaregiven
for therazingof hempin His Ts~tajesty’splantationsin America
and importing the sameinto thesaid kingdom. To the end,
therefore,that the people of this provincemay be the more
effectually led into thepracticeof raisinggood andmerchant~
ablehemp, for the serviceof the said kingdom, and for pro-
motingthetradeof this colony:

[Section I.] Be it enactedby Sir William Keith, Baronet,
Governorof the Provinceof Pennsylvania,&c., by andwith
the advice and consentof the freemen of the said Province
in GeneralAssemblymet, and by the authority of the same,
Thatthereshallbepaidout of thepublic revenueof thisprov-
ince,asanencouragementor bountyfor all good, sound,well-
dressed,merchantablehemp,suitableand fit for exportation,
that shall grow and be raisedin this provinceby anyperson
or personswhatsoever,from andafter the publicationof this
act,until thefull end and expiration of threeyearsnext en-
suing,thesumof onepennyfor everypoundOf such-merchant-
ablehempraisedasaforesaid.

[Section II.~And be it further enacted,That a good and
convenientwarehouseshallbekeptatthe chargeof thepublic,
by theofficerhereinafterappointed,intowhich the said officer
shall receiveall suchquantities(not being less than twenty-
five poundsin oneparcel)of sound,well-dressedmerchantable
hemp,as aforesaid,asshall be brought to him by the person
or personswho shall raisethe same. And upon suchperson
or personsmakiEg oathor affirmation beforethe said officer,
thathe,sheortheydid truly andlomafide raisethesaidhemp,
andthat the samehathnot nor any partthereofhaseverbe-
fore beentenderedto the said officer, or any bounty paid or
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allowedfor the same,which oathor affirmation the officer is
herebyempoweredto administer,he,thesaidofficer, shallforth-
with pay to suchpersonor persons,out of the moneyof the
public in his hands,onepennyfor everypoundweight of such
hemp, as aforesaid;and shall give to the owner of the said
hemp a receiptunder his hand for the quantity by him re-
ceived,certifying the sameto be good and merchantable;for
his troublein which the officer shall receiveone shilling for
everyonehundredpounds,andsoproportionablyfor a greater
or lesserquantityand no more.

And all suchhemp shall lie in the said ware{house,] if the
ownerthinks fit to storeit, till suchtime ashe;or someperson
by his order, shall applyto thesaidofficer with his receiptfor
thesaidhemp;uponproducingof whichreceiptthesaidhemp
for which suchreceipt was given shall be delivered, in the
samegood order in which it was received,to the said owner
or his order (casualtiesof fire, and suchlike accidents,ex-
cepted)without any further charge,saving porters’ hire and
an allowanceof four penceper hundred for attending the
store.

[Section III.] And be it further enacted,That the officer
appointedfor thereceivingtheexciseand [duty on] criminals
Convict, importedinto this province,for the time being, shall
[be] andherebyis appointedtheofficer for receivingandview-
ing all such hemp,- as aforesaid,and for paying the bounty
herebygrantedand allowedfor theterm aforesaid.

PassedMay 22, 1722. Apparentlyneversubmittedto theconsid-
eratlorL of the ‘Crown. SeeAppendixV, SectionI, andthe Act of
Assembly passedMarch 20, 1724-25, Chapter 286, and the note
thereto.


