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houses,shops or warehousesmore than six pounds of gun-
powderat onetime, unlessit beforty perchesdistantfrom any
dwelling, under the penalty of ten poundsfor every suchof-
fense,is herebyrepealedanddeclared[null] void andof none
effect, andthat this presentact shall continuein force for and
during theterm of twenty-oneyearsandno longer.

PassedAugust 14, 1725. Apparently neverconzideredby the
Crown, but allowedte becomealaw by lapseof time, in accordance
with theproprietarycharter. SeeVolume III, Appendix V, Section
I, andthe Acts of Assemblypasse�LMay 8, 1747, Chapter372. The
Act in. the text was repealedby the Act of Assembly passedDe-
cember6, 1783, Chapter1059; March 20, 1856, P. L. 137.

OHAPTERCOLXXXVIII.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER PR~VENTING OBSTiIbUCTIOINS TO THE
NAVIGATION OF CHESTER CREEK AND OTHER NAVIGABLE
CREEKS AND RIVERS IN THIS PROVINCE.

Whereasin the year one thousandseven hundredit was
thoughtliecessaryfor thebetteraccommodationof theborough
of Ohester,in the countyof Ohester,andthe inhabitantsof the
lower parts of the said county, as well as travelers,that the
King’s high road should be alteredandbrought nearerto the
river, to passthroughthe saidboroughwith abridge overthe
saidcreekthere;andthereupon,in considerationof the owners
of lands,andespeciallyof the mills situateon the saidcreek
abovo the said borough, which had been erected at great
charge,andrequiredthe sameto maintainandsupportthem
for the benefit of trade,anactwaspassedin thesaidyearthat
the road should be laid out asaforesaidthroughthe said bor-
oughandadrawbridgeshouldbetherebuilt, andthataperson
shouldattendthe sameto drawit up that sloopsandshallops
might passto andfrom the saidmills; andalso that for the

• conveniencyof rafts of logs passingto the saidmills the space
of twenty foot at leastshouldbe left clearbetweenthe timber

- or stone-work,which drawbridgewas accordinglyerectedbut
now is goneto decayandrequiresto b’~rebuilt or repaired:
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[SectionI.] Thereforebe it enactedby Sir William Keith,
Baronet,Governorof theProvinceof Pennsylvania,&c., by and
with theadviceandconsentof thefreemenof. thesaidProvince
inGeneralAssemblyn~et,andbytheauthorityof~tliesame,That
the commissionersfor the time being appointedfor the said
county of Chestershall causethe said drawbridgeto be re-
built orrepairedwithin thespaceo~twelvemonthsnextafter
thepublicationhereof,according~tothedimensionsin thesaid-
recitedact,andfrom time totime shallcauseit to becontnued
in repair for the accommodationof the said mills and of the
ownersof landsandinhabitantson the navigable.partsof the
said creekabo~’ethe boroughaforesaid,and also for the ac-
commodationof all suchpersonsashaveoccasionto passand
repasswith anymastvesselthroughthesaid bridge,who are
hereby obliged carefully to raise and iow~rthe said draw-
bridge,so asthe samemayreceiveno damagethereby,under
thepenalLyof five shillingsfor everyneglector offensetherein.

And whereastheerectingof bridgesover c~eeks~r riveis of
water,to the obstructionof theirnávi~àtioh*h~rènavigable,
dothnotonly affecttheinterestof theownersof landuponand
nearnavigablewatersabovethosebridges,1~utalsothe trade
of this provincein general;andthebetterto preservethenavi-
gation of thoserivers and creeks,divers laws of this province
havefrom time to time beenenacted,but the sameupon ex-
periencehavebeenfound not fully to answerthe endsthereby
intended.

[SectionII.] Beit thereforefurther enactedby theauthority
aforesaid,Thatno bridge, frameor devicewhatsoevershallat
any time to come be made,erected,upheld,sustainedor re-
pairedover any c]eekor river within this provincenavigable
for anysloop, shallop,flat or othercraftthat shallor mayany-
wise stop or hinder thenavigationof any suchsloop, shallop,
flat or othercraft orfloatsof logs, anylaw, customor usageto
thecontrarythereofin anywisenotwithstanding.

[Section III.] Provided always,That nothing hereincon-
tainedshall be construedto forbid or hinder the maintaining
and repairing the drawbridgehereinbeforeparticularly men-
tioned or any otherbridgeerectedby public authority, or tb~e
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makingo£ dams,moundsor tide-banksfor thedrainingof low
groundsandimproving of meadowsby theownersor ownerof
thegreaterpartof thelands,low groundsor meadowsincluded
within the samedams,moundsor tide-banks,anythingherein
containedto thecontraryin anywisenotwithstanding.

PassedAugust 14, 1725. Apparently never consideredby the
Crown,but allowed to becomea law by lapseof time in. accordance
with theproprietarycharter. SeeVolume III, AppendixV, Section
I, and the Acts of Assembly passedSeptember3, 1778, Chapter
808; March 23, 1803, P. L. 389; April 12, 1855, P. L. 220; May 25,
1887,P. L. 268.


