
riô The Slatuz!es& Large ofPennsylvania. [1729

in like casesdirects,until the said two thousandpoundsbe
sunkand destroyed.

PassedMay 10, 1729. Apparentlyneverconsideredby theCrown,
but allowed to becomea law b~lapseo~time, in accordancewith
ithe proprietary charter. SeeVolume III, Appendix V, Section I,
and note to the Act o~AssemblypassedMarch 5, 1725-26, Ohap-
ter 289.

CHAPTERCCCI.

AN ACT FOiR ERECTING OF POUNDS IN EACH TOWNSHIP OF THIS
PROVINCE.

[SectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorablePatrick Gor-
don, Esquire,Lieutenant-Governorof theProvinceof Pennsyl-
vania, &c., by andwith theadviceand consentof the freemen
o thesaidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby the au-
thority of thesame,Thatit shallandmaybe lawful for thein-
habitantsof therespectivetownshipswithin this provincewho
areownersor possessorsof landto meeton thetwentiethday
of themonthcalledMay, unlessit happenson theFirst dayof
theweek, then on thenext dayafter,yearly,or at suchother
time as the majority of thosethat meetmay appoint, at the
mostpublic placeof eachrespectivetownship in everycounty
within this province,and therethe majority of thoseso met
shall choosea fit personto be poundkeeperin eachtownship
for theyearensuing,whichpoundkeeper,whereno poundis al-
readyerected,shall agreewith somepersonforthwith to build
orerecta good andsufficientpoundin somefit and convenient
placewithin thesaidtownship,wherethesameshallbeagreed
uponby themajority of thepersonsaforesaidbeing thenpres-
ent, a memorandumor minute of which appointmentshallbe
takenand kept by the constableof the said respectivetown-
shipsand returnedto the nextcountycourtto beheldfor the
countyin which the saidrespectivetownshipsdo lie, the clerk
of which countycourtshall enterthesameamongtheproceed-
ings of the said court andshall forthwith affix public notice
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in writing on the doorof the court-houseof the nameof each
respectivepoundkeeperand the placeswhere the sameare
erected.

[Section11.1 And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid, That whoever shall take up any stray horse or
horses, cattle or sheep, trespassingwithin their inclosures
within this province shall, within the spaceof twenty-four
hoursaftersuchtaking up, give noticeto the owneror owners
of suchhorse,cattle,&c., if he or shecanbe readily found,and
if theownershall upon suchnotice neglector refuseto make
reasonablesatisfactionto the party grievedasby them shall
be agreedupon or if no ownerbe found,thenthe saidtaker-up
shall takeor sendsuchtrespassing[creatureor] creaturesto
thepoundkeeperof thetownship wherethetrespasswascom-
mitted,who shallreëeivethesameimmediatelyinto his custody
andshall feedthemduly with grassor goodhayandwaterdur-
ing the time of their continuancein the pound,andshall pay
to theparty grievedsuchdamagesasshallbe assessedby any
two indifferent neighborsliving nearto the placewhere the
trespasswas committed,to be nominatedby the said pound-
keeper.

[SectionIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatafteranyhorses,cattleor sheep[shall] be de-
livered to any poundkeeperheshall forthwith enterthekind,
color and marksof suchcreaturesin abook by him to bekept
for that purpose,togetherwith the day of his receivingthe
sameand from whom he receivedthem~and thereuponshall
within tendayssendan accountin writing to theclerk of the
county courtwheresuchtownship lies,who shallaffix theno-
tice in public view in his office; and the poundkeepershall
also affix notice in writing at the court-houseof the same
county of the kind of creaturesso impounded,togetherwith
their marks describedat large, to the end that the ownersof
suchtrespassingcreaturesmaythemorereadilybeinformedof
and restoredto their property;and if the owner appearand
makeout his right to thesaid creatures,thesameshall forth-
with bedeliveredto him, bepayingto thepoundkeeperthesum
of oneshilling for taking [in] anddeliveringouteachcreature,
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togetherwith thedamagespaidto thetaker-upof suchtrespass-
ing creatures,andthe sum of six pencea headfor horsesor
hornedbeastsfor eachdayandonepennya headfor sheepfor
eachday,chargesallowedby this actfor feedingthesaidcreat-
uresandpublishingtheir kind andmarksin themannerherein
directed;and alsothesum of six penceto the useof the clerk
of thecountycourt for enteringandfiling thecertificateof the
poundkeeper. And if no owner shall appearto claim the
creaturesso impoundedwithin thespaceof threemonthsafter
impounding, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said
poundkeeperby warrantfrom one justice of thepeaceof the
said county, who is hereby required to grant the same,to
exposesuchtrespassingcreaturesto sale by public vendue
for themostthat canbegot for thesameafter tendays’public
notice given of the time and place of sale, and out of the
money arising by such sale the said ~poundkeepershall and
may retain to himself for publishingand booking eachhorse
two shillings, for eachhorned beastone shilling and six
pence, and for each sheep nine pence, and likewise all
such moneys as he bath paid to the taker-up of such
trespassing creatures on account of his damages or
other chargesallowedby this act; andshall likewiseretainto
himself thesum of six pencefor everyday he shallkeep such
trespassingcreaturesin the pound if the samebe a horseor
hornedbeast,andone pennyeachday for eachsh~ep;and the
said poundkeepershall, morever,be allowed the sum of ten
per centon all salesmadeby him accordingto the directions
of this act,andshall keep a plain accountof all his proceed-
ings andreturnthesametogetherwith the overplusmoney(if
anybe remaining)to thejusticesat their nextcountycourt to
beheldfor thesaidcounty,who shallorderthesameto bepaid
to theoverseersof thepoor of thetownshipwherethecreature
wasimpoundedfor theuseof thesametownshipafterthecosts
paidto theclerk for his servicetherein.
• Providedalso,That if the right ownerof any beastsold as
aforesaidappearwithin ninemonthsafter salemadeasafore-
said and prove his property to any such~creaturesold in pur-
suanceof this actbeforethejusticesof thepeaceof said. county
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at the next court, they shall thereuponorder repaymentof
themoneyarisingby suchsaleto thesaidowner,all reasonable
chargesfirst deducted.

[SectionIV.] And be [it] further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That if any personor personsshall by force or
other-wise,without the leave of the poundkeeperor by due
order of law, takeaway any trespassingcreatureimpounded
according to the directi~nsof this act and shall be legally
thereofconvict, he, sheor they shall forfeit the sum of five
pounds,to beappliedto the useof thepoor of that township
in which the said creaturewas impounded;and that it shall
andmay be lawful for theoverseersof thepoor of therespec-
tive townshipswithin this province, and they areherebyen-
joined andrequired,to assesstheinhabitantsof therespective
townshipsin the samemannerasthey aredirectedby the act
for therelief of thepoor, for suchsumorsumsof moneyasmay
or shall benecessaryfor supplyingthechargeof building and
maintainingthesaidrespectivepoundsandto collectthesame,
~tobe employedasshallbedii~ectedby themajority of thefree-
holdersof therespectivetownshipsat theirtown meetings,for
and towardsthe building and maintainingof poundsand no
other usewhatsoever;and if any personor personsshall re-
fuseto paytheir respectiveratesastaxed,that thenthe said
overseersshall make complaint thereof to any one justice
within [the] said countywhere he resides,who is herebyre-
quiredforthwith to issueouthiswarrantto theoverseersof the
poor of thetownship wheresuchdefault is madeto makedis-
tressupon the offender’sgoodsand chattels,who shall imme-
diately makesalethereoffor payingthe said assessmentand
chargesof distress,and return the overplus(if any be) to the
owner.

[Section V.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That to preventdisputesabout the sufficiency of
fences,all fencesshallbeesteemedlawful or sufficient, though
theybe •no-t closeat the bottom, so that the distancefrom the

• groundto thebottomthereofexceednot nineinches,andthat
theybe four feetandahalf high andnot under.

[SectionVI.] And be it likewise enacted,That the former
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act madefor erectingpoundspassedin the seventhyearof the
lateKing GeorgetheFirst andeverypart thereofshallbemade
void andrepealedby this act, anythingin thesaid formeract
containedto the contraryin anywisenotwithstanding.

PassedMay 10, 1729. Apparentlyneverconsideredby theCrown,
but allowed to becomea law by lapseof time, in accordancewith
the proprietarycharter. SeeVolume III, Appendix V, SectIon I,
and thenotesto theActs of AssemblypassedNovember27, 1700,
Chapter56; May 9, 1724, Chapter279; and the Acts of Assembly
passedMarch 4, 1763, Chapter 490; April 5, 1779, Chapter 842;
March 13, 1780, Chapter 892; April 2, 1781, Chapter934; March
27, 1784, Chapter1039; December9, 1789, Chapter 1478; AprIl 22,
1794,Chapter1774; March 7, 1200, Chapter2120; April 1, 1805, P. L.
194; April 2, 1807, P. L. 183; April 13, 1807, P. L. 286; March 28,
1808, P. L. 163; February 6, 1810, P. L. 17; (the threeactsof)
•Mslreh 20, 1810, P. L. 160, 161, 188; March 27, 1812, P. L. 175;
March 25, 1813, P. L. 170; March 29, 1813, P. L. 230; February25.
1814, P. L. 66; March 14, 1814, P. L. 96; January25, 1816, P. L. 8;
February17, 1816,P. L. 69; March 5, 1819, P. L. 87; March 28, 1820,
P. L. 171; April 2, 1821, P. L. 206; March 29, 1824, P. L. 125; April
5, 1830, P. L. 215; April 1, 1831, P. L. 342; January10, 1832, P. L.
12; May 4,1832,P. L. 480; April 15, 1834, P. L~.537; March 11, 1842,
P. L. 62; February24, 1847, P. L. 164; March 3, 1847, P. L. 199;
April 14, 1851, P. L. 612; (the two acts of) April 18, 1853, P. L.
530; P. L. (1854) 825; April 14, 1855, P. L. 234; April 26, 1865, P. L.
346; April 27, 1855, P. L. 351; March 26, 1857, P. L. 124; Apr11 15,
1857, P. L. 196; April 24, 1857, P. L. 309; March. 5, 1858, P. Li. 78;
February25, 1859, P. L. 79; February15, 1860, P. Li. 65; February
22, 1860, P. Li. 68; March 25, 1861, P. L. 204; AprIl 17, 1861, P. I..
323; April 11, 1862,P. Li. 496; Apr11 14, 1863, P. Li. 453;AprIl 15, 1863,
P. Li. 501; Apr11 9, 1864, P. Li, 369; March 4, 1865, P. Li, 271; March
21, 1865, P. L. 444; March 22, 1865, P. Li. 538; (the two actsof)
March 23, 1866, P. L. 42, 675; February9, 1866, P. Li. 23; March
27, 1866, P. Li. 332; (the tour actsof) April 11, 1866, P. L, 562, 703,
716, 737; Apr11 12, 1866, P. Li. 101; June26, 1866, P. L. 1114; April
3, 1867, P. Li. 691; Apr11 8, 1867, P. Li. 940; (thefour actsof) April
10, 1867,P. L. 996, 1021, 1071, 1082; AprIl 13, 1867, P. Li. 1224;
February28, 1868, P. L. 236; March 12, 1868, P. Li. 301; March 28,
1868, P. I~.514; April 1, 1868, P. Li. 573; April 9, 1868, P. L. 779;
Apr41 11, 1868, P. L. 865; AprIl 14, 1868, P. Li. 1122; April 2, 1869,
P. L. 672; April 9, 1869, P. Li. 800; AprIl 18, 1369, P. Li. 892; AprIl
17, 1869, P. Li. 1125; February24, 1870, P. L, 230; April 13, 1870, P.

• L. 1145; March 17, 1871, P. Li. 411; May 25, 1871, P. Li. 1137; (the
• two acts of) May 29, 1871, P. Li. 1279, 1281; March 9, 1872, P. Li.

295; March 23, 1872, P. Li. 610; March 18, 1873, P. Li. 310; April 8,
1873, P. Li. 565; (the two acts of) April 10, 1873, P. L. 665, 700;
May 28, 1874, P. Li. 230; (the two actsof) May 22, 1878, P. Li. 96,
99; June23, 1885, p. Li, 142; (SectIonVI wasrepealedby theAct of

• Assembly passed)May 23, 1887, P. L. 167; May 24, 1887, P. L. 204;
April 4, 1889, P. Li. 27; April 26, 1889, P. Li. 641 May 23, 1889, P. Li.
277; May 23, 1891, P. L. 108; May 31, 1393, P. Li. 185.


