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At a GeneralAssemblybegun and holdenat Philadelphia7
the fourteenthday of October,A. I). 1729, and continuedby
adjournmentsto thefifteenth day of August,1730, thefollow-
ing actswerepassed:

CHAPTER CCCVIII.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING PEDDLERS, VENDUES, &c.

Whereasof latemanyideandvagrantpersonsarecomeinto
this province,andunderpretenseof beinghawkersorpeddlers
andcarryinggoodsfrom houseto housewithin this provinceto
sell have greatly imposedupon many peopleas well in the
quality asiii thepriceof the goods,and undercolor of selling
their waresandmerchandiseshaveenteredinto thehousesof
many honestand soberpeoplein the absenceof the owneror
ownersof the said housesand committed feloniesand other
misdemeanors,to the greatprejudiceof theinhabitantsof this
province:

For remedyingof which inconvenienciesandpreventingsuch
evil practices,and to the intent that no personsmay be ad-
mitted to follow the businessof hawkersor peddlerswithin
this provincebut~ersonsof knownhonestyandcivil behavior~

[SectionI.] Beit enactedby the1-lonorablePatrickGordon,
Esquire,Lieutenant-Governorof theProvinceof Pennsylvania,
&c., by andwith theadviceandconsentof therepresentatives
of thefreemenof the Provinceaforesaidin GeneralAssembly
‘net, and by the authority of thesame,That afterthetwenty-
fifth day of Marchnextno personor personswhatsoevershall
follow or employhim, heror themselvesin thebusinessor em-
ploymentof a hawker,peddleror petty-chapman,or in going
from townto town orto othermen’shouses,andtravelingwith
horseor horses,ass or asses,mule or mules, or otherwise,
within the province of Pennsylvania(exceptashereinafteris
excepted),or carryto sell or exposeto saleanygoods,waresor
merchandiseswithin the provinceaforesaid,until suchperson
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or personsshall.have obtaineda recommendationfrom the
justicesof the countycourtwhere heor shedwells certifying
their opinion of the honestyof the personrecommendedand
that he or sheis a liver within this province,and intendsto
travel with one, two or morehorseor horsesor otherbeasts
of burdenor on foot, andshall thereuponhaveobtaineda II-
censefrom thegovernorandshallhave givenbondin thepro-
thonotary’soffice of the said county court in His Majesty’s
name,with onesuretyat least,in anysum not exceedingforty
pounds,conditioned,that such personor personsshall be ot
goodbehaviorduring the continuanceof the said license,and
shallwell andduly satisfyandpayall suchtaxesanddutiesas
shallbe legally assesseduponhim,her orthemwithin thesaid
countywherebe,sheortheyshallobtainthesaidrecommenda-
tion; for which licensethereshall bepaidto the governorthe
sum of twenty-five shillings by every personobtaininga li-
censeto travelwith a horse,ass,mule orotherbeastof burden,
and the sum of fifteen shillthgs for every personlicensedto
travel on foot.

And if any personor persons,not beingqualified as afore-
said, shallbe foundhawking,peddlingor traveling from house
to houseto sell goodsasa hawker,peddleror petty-chapman,
he or sheso offending, if traveling with one or morehorses,
shallforfeit thesum of fifteen pounds,andif travelingon foot,
shall forfeit the sum of tenpounds,one moiety thereofto the
governor for thesupportof government,andtheothermoiety
to anypersonwho will suefor thesameby anyactionof deJ~t,
bill, plaint or information in any court of record within this
province,wherein no essoin,protection or wager of law nor
morethanoneimparlanceshallbeallowed; andthateveryper-
sonso trading,who, upon demandmadeby any justice of the
peace,mayor, constableor other officer of the peaceof any
town, place or countywithin this provincewhere be or she
shallsotrade,shall refuseto produceandshow unto suchins-
tice orofficer of thepeacehis orher licensefor sotrading,to be
grantedasaforesaid,thatthenthepersonsorefusingshall for-
feit forty shillings,to berecoveredin manneraforesaid,andfor
non-paymentthereofshall suffer asa commonvagrant.
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[SectionII.] Provided always, and it is herebyfurther en-
acted,That nothinghereincontainedshall extendor be con-
struedto ex:tendto hinderanypersonor personsfrom selling
or exposingto saleany sort of goodsor merchandisesin any
public marketor fair within this province,orto hinderanyper-•
sonsfrom carryingabout from town to town andfrom house
to house any goods, wares or merchandises,being of the
growth,productor inanufactureof this.province,but thatsuch
personor personsmaydo thereinastheylawfully might have
donebeforethe making of this act,anythinghereincontaifled
to the contrarynotwithstanding.

[SectionIII.] And be it herebyfurtherenacted,Thatif any
disputeshall‘happento ariseconcerningthesaidgoods,wares
or merchandises,thepersonor personssocarryingaboutor ex-
posingthe sameto sale in manneraforesaidshall be obliged
to declareupon oathor affirmation,before any justice of the
peaceor othermagistrateof the county, town or placewhere
he, sheor they shall carry about or offer the sameto sale,
whethersuchgoods,waresor merchandisesbe of thegrowth,
productor manufactureof this province.

And whereassundrypersonsfor lucre of gain and in con-
temptof thelawsof thisprovinceandtheordinancesandgood
rules of the city of Philadelphia,havetakenupon themselves
to setup lotteriesand alsoto sell andretail goods,waresand
merchandisesby small parcelsby way of vendueat unseason-
abletimes in thepublic streetsof thesaid city of Philadelphia,
in deceit of the buyersand to the greatannoyanceof its in-
habitantsby reasonof the many idle and disorderly persons
assemblingthemselvestogetherin the night-time in the open
streetsat the‘said venduesor public sales:For theredressing
of which abusesandthe preservationof the peacewithin the
said city and to preventthe many impositions which attend
suchpractices:

[SectionIV.] Beit enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That
if anypersonor personsshall presumeor take uponhim, her
or themselvesfrom andafterthepublication of this act,upon
any pretensewhatsoever,privately or publicly to set up, ex-
ei~ciseor keep any lottery or lotteries within the province of



The S/a/u/esa/ LargeofPennsylvania. [172930

Pennsylvaniaand be thereoflegally convict, he, sheor they
shall forfeit for every such offensethe sum of one hundred
pounds, one moiety thereof to the governor, and the other
moiety to anypersonthat shallsuefor thesame.

[SectionV.] And be it herebyfurther enacted,Thatno per-
son or personswhatsoever(exceptashereinafteris excepted)
shall after ‘the publication of this act takeupon him, her or
themselvesto sell or exposeto saleby wayof vendueor auction.
ny wares,goodsor merchandiseswithin the city of Philadel-

phiaunlesssuchpersonorpersonsshall first be re.commended
by themayor,recorderand aldermenof the said city of Phila-
delphia(in their opensessions)to thegovernorof this province,
andshallhavegivensecurityto themayorof the sai4 city for
the time beingfor the useof the corporationin such sum as
shall be agreedupon by the said mayor, recorderand alder-
men,providedthesamedo not exceedthesum of five hundred
pounds,for his ortheirhonestanddueexecutionof theoffice of
vendue-masterwithin the city of Philadelphiaand for thedue
~observationof theordinancesof thesaidcity touchingtheregu-
latingvenduesor public salesor auctionswithin thesame,and
shallthereuponobtainthegovernor’slicenseor commissionac-
~ording to the tenorof and for the tim.e limited in the said
recommendationfor executingthesaidoffice of vendue-master.
And thereshall at all times hereafterbe authorizedandap-
pointed in the city of Philadelphiaa properpersonqualified
for executingthesaid office of vendue-masterpursuantto the
directionsof this act. And if any personor personsshall be
foundselling or disposingof anygoods,waresor merchandises
within the city of Philadelphiaaforesaid(exceptingasherein-
-after is excepted)by way of vendueor auctionwithout being
recommendedand having given security as aforesaid,such
person.or personsso offendingand beingthereof legally con-
vict shall for everysuchoffenseforfeit thesum of fifty pounds
to the useof the corporationof the city of Philadelphia;and,
moreover,it shall andmay be lawful for the mayor,recorder
or any of the aldermenof thesaid city, upon his or their own
view or upon the testimonyand information of one credible
witnessto themorany oneof them givenof anypersonsselling
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any goods,waresor merchandisesby wayof vendueor auction
asaforesaid(exceptasin this act is excepted)within thesaid
city without suchrecommendationandbondgivenasaforesaid,
to causesuchpersonorpersonssooffendingtobeapprehended,
and may oblige him, her or them to find suretiesfor his, her
or their good behaviorand appearanceat the next court of
quarter-sessionsof the peaceto be held beforethe mayor, re-
corder and aldermenof the said city. And it is further de-
clared,that if the party so boundover shall, during the con-
tinuanceof his, her or their recognizances,presumeagainto
sell or exposeto saleby wayof vendueasaforesaidanywares
and merchandiseswithin the said city without being recom-
mendedandhaving given bond as aforesaid,suchselling or
exposingto saleshallbe deemedandis herebydeclaredto bea
breachof thegoodbehavior.

[SectionVI.] Provided always,and it is herebyfurtheren-
acted,That nothing hereincontainedshall extendor be con-
struedto extendto hinderanysheriff, constableor otherofficer
to sell and disposeof by way of vendueany goods,waresor
merchandisestakenin executionand liable to besold by order
of law, or to hinderany personor personsfrom selling or ex-
posing to sale by public vendueor otherwiseany goodsor
chattelsof any kind whatsoevertakenand distrainedfor.rent

‘being in arrear, or to prohibit any lawful executor or exe-
- eutors, administratoror administrators,to exposeto saleby
way of public auction,vendueor otherwiseanygoodsor chat-
tels which were of their respectivetestatoror intestates,but
that all and everysuchpersonor personsmay do.thereinas
they might havedonebeforethe making of this act,anything
hereincontainedto thecontrarynotwithstanding.

PassedFebruary 14, 1729-30. Apparently ne~verconsideredby
the Crown, but allowed ‘to becomea law by lapse of time, in ac-
cordancewith the proprietarycharter. SeeVolume III, Appendix
V, Section I. As to SectionsI andIII, see the Aces o~Assembly
passedJanuary22, 1774, Chapter695; February18, 1777, Chapter
743; June 19, 1777, Chapter761; April 1, 1778, Chapter797; Novem-
ber 26, 1779, Chapter870; March 2, 1780, Chapter 883; September
23, 1780,Chapter919; April 13, 1782, Chapter975; December9, 1783,
Chapter1063; March 30, 1784, Chapter1090; March 18, 1789, Chap-
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ter 1398; April 20, 1795, Chapter1863; March 28, 1799, Chapter2038;
March 28, 1814, P. L. 352; March 24, 1818, P. L. 302; February6,
1830, P. L. 39; April 2, 1830, P. L. 147; March 31, 1836, P. L. 297;
April 16, 1840, P. L. 433; May 5, 1841, P. L. 342; August 2, 1842,
-P. L. 458; April 17, 1846, P. L. 364; March 8, 1847, P. L. 256; March
27, 1848, P.’L. 270; April 9, 1849, P. L. 508; April 10, 1849, P. L.
619; April 16, 1849, P. L. 663; Apr.11 6, 1850, P. L. 373; April 25,
1850, P. L. 569; April 30, 1850, P. L. 634; May 3, 1S50, P. L. 655;
A~pril3, 1851, P. L. 320; (the two actsof) ‘April 12, 1851, P. L. 440,
488; April 14, 1851, P. L. 569; April 15, 1851, P. L. 645; April 1,
1852, P. L. 235; April 8, 1852, P. L. 296; April 21, 1852, P. L. 386;
(the two acts of) April 26, 1852, P. L. 431, 438; April 27, 1552, P.
~. 467; May 1, 1852, P. L. 500; (the two actsof) May 4, 1852, P. L.
516, 596; March 26, 1853, P. L. 242; April 14, 1853, P. L. 422; AprIl
15, 1853, P. L. 451; April 18, 1853, P. L. 542; May 2, 1853, P. L. 667;
February27, 1854, P. L. 122; April 13, 1854, P. L. 828; April 20,
1854, P. L. 418; March 29, 1855, P. L. 148; (the‘two act’s of) April 5,
1855, P. L. 164, 174; April 27, 1855, P. L. 364; (the two actsof) May
7, 1855, P. L. 483, 485; March 25, 1856, P. L. 173; Apr11 9, 1856, P. L.
278; Apr11 18, 1856, P. L. 413; ~April 19, 1856, P. L. 464; AprIl 8,
1857, P. L. 177; April 24, 1857, P. L. 301; May 16, 1857, P. L. 537;
February27, 1858, P. L. 61~March 15, 1859, P. L. 134; April 8, 1859,
P. L. 428; February 15, 1860, P. L. 59; February27, 1860, P. L.

90; February 28, 1860, P. L. 92; March 20, 1860, P. L. 203;
March 30, 1860, P. L. 359; April 2, 1860, P. L. 524; April 14,
1860, P. L. 715; March 21, 1861, P. L. 171; March 22, 1861, P. L.
182; April 8, 1861, P. L. 258; (the ‘two acts of) May 1, 1861, P.
L. 443, 529; Ma.rch 17, 1862, P. L. 129; March 22, 1862, P. L.
161; April 8, 1P62, P. L. 314; April 14, 1863, P. T1. 431; March
31, 1864,P. Is. 166; Apr11 9, 1864, P. L. 375; April 11, 1866, P. I.e. 668;
May 10, 1866, P. L. 1082; May 18, 1866, P. L. 1097; (the two acts

- of) March 2, 1867, P. L. 348, 849; March 14, 1867, P. L. 459; March
16, 1867, P. L. 486; March 20, 1867, P. L. 503; March 29, 1867, P. L.
609; April 8, 1867, P. L. 50; (the threeacts of) April 10, 1867, P. Ij.
1016, 1093, 1096; April 12, 1867, P. L. 1200; April 15, 1867, P. Is.
1251; February 21, 1868, P. I.,. 106: March 26, 1868, P. L. 491;
March 81, 1868, P. L. 531; April 10, 1868, P. L. 79; AprIl 11, 1868,
P. L. 812; (‘the threeactsof) AprIl 13, 1868, P. L. 905, 929, 982; (the
two acts of) March 12, 1869. P. L. 331, 341; Apr11 3, 1869, P. L.
703; April 10, 1869, P. L. 835; April 12, 1869, P. L. 867; (thetwo acts
of) April 13, 1869, P. L. 890, 906; (the threeactsof) April 17, 1869,
P. L. 1127, 1139, 1180; May 8, 1869, P. L. 1259; February23, 1870,
P. L. 214; March 11, 1870, P. L. 382; March 14, 1870, P. L. 426;
March 17, 1870, P. L. 475; March 28, 1870, P. L. 608; April 4, 1870,
P. L. 833; AprIl 18, 1870, P. L. 1233; March 15, 1871, P. L. 397;
May 3, 1871, P. L. 516; May 1G. 1871, P. L. 678; May 12, 1871, P. L.
778; May 24, 1871, P. L. 1116; AprIl 9, 1872, P. L. 999; March 13,
1873, P. L. 285; March14, 1873, P. L, 297; April 10, 1878, P. L. 635;
(the two actsof) AprIl 12, 1878, P. L. 15, 16; June 10, 1881, P. L.
109; May 23, 1887, P. L. 178; May 9, 1889, P. L. 150; AprIl 15, 1891,
~P.L. 17; May 23, 1891, P. L. 111; June9, 1891, P. L. 250.

As to SectionIV, seetheActs of AssemblypassedJune 20, 1759,
Chapter446; (repealedby act of) February17, 1762, Chapter478.
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As to Sections V and VI, see the Acts ‘of Assembly passed
January22, 1774, Chaptei’695; June19, 1777, Chapter761; Novem-
ber 26, 1779, Chapter870; March 2, 178G~Chapter883; September
23, 1780, Chapter919; April 13, 1782, Chapter975; December9, 1783,
Chapter1063; March 19, 1789, Chapter1400; March 27, 1790, Chap-
ter 1494; February26, 1791, Chapter1529; April 10, 1799, Chapter
2073; January25, 1816, P. L. 11; January14, 1817, P. L. 17; March
20, 1818,,P.L. 206; April 2, 1821,P. L. 259; April 2, 1822, P. L. 218;
March 29, 1824, P. L. 169; April 1, 1826, P. L. 163; April 8, 1842,
P. L. 256; March 3, 1843, P. L. 26; February24, 1847, P. L. 164;
AprIl, 9, 1859, P. L. 435; April 27, 1864, P. L. 639; May 19, 1871,
P. L. 270; March 25, 1873, P. L. 405; June 26, 1873, P. L. (1874)
332; June 13, 1874, P. L. 283. -

CHAPTER CCCIX.

AN ACT FOP. THE BETTER ENABLING DIVERS INHABITANTS OF THE
PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA TO HOLD LAND,S, AND TO INVEST
THEM WITH THE PRIVILEGES OF NATURAL-BOR~NSUBJECTS’ OF
THE SAID PROVINCE.’

Whereasby theencouragementgivenby the HonorableWil-
11amPenn,Esquire,lateproprietaryandgovernorof theprov-
inceof Pennsylvania,andby thepermissionof his late Majesty,
King Georgethe First, of blessedn’iemory, and his predeces-
sors, Kings and Queensof England,&c., divers Protestant$
who were subjectsto the Emperorof Germany,a princein
amity with theCrownof GreatBritain, transportedthemselves
and estatesinto the province of Pennsylvaniabetweenthe
years one thousandseven hundred and one thousandseven
hundredand eighteen,and since they camehither have con-
tributed very muchto the enlargementof the British Empire
and‘to theraisingandimprovingsundrycommoditiesfit for the
marketsof Europe,and have alwaysbehavedthemselvesre-
ligiously and peaceably,andhavepaida due regardandobedi-
encetothelaw’s andgovernmentof this province.

iThe commissionersare aware that numerousinaccuraciesof
spelling in thenamesin ‘this andothersimilar acts,mostof which
are purely phonetic, occur. But after consultation,with several
expertsin suchmattersthey deemit wise‘to ‘adherestrictly to the
text of the original roll, without attemptingto suggestany correc-
tions.
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