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anee with the proprietarycharter. SeeVolume III, Appendix V,
sectionI, andtheActs of AesemblypassedApril 6, 1791, Chapter
1547; February17, 1818, P. L. 104; April 8, 1833, P. L. 233; (the
Oon~titutionof 1838, Article VII, SectiGu III;) October 13, 1840,
P. L. (1841) 1; AprIl 22, 1841, P. L. 269; August 2, 1842, P. L. 458;
February20, 1854, P. L. 9~April 26, 1855, P. L. 328; May 7, 1855,
P. L. 477; April 9, 1856, P. ‘L. 293; Marot 26, 1867, P. L. 44; April 4,
1872) P. L. 40; April 29, 1874, P. L. 73; Apr.11 17, 1876, P. L. 30; May
8, 1876, P. L. 143; May 26, 1876, P. L. 211; May 24, 1877, P. L. 39;

April 11, 1879, P. L. 22; May 13, 1879, P. L. 60; May 23, 1887, P. L.
168; June2, 1887, .p~L. 298; AprIl 22, 1889, P. L. 42; May 9, 1889, P.
IL. 173; May 21, 1889, P. L. 257; May 29, 1889, P. L. 395; May 26,
1891, P. L. 119; June 8, 1891, P. L. 211; June 9, 1891, P. L. 249;
ADrjl 10, 1893, P. L 14; June 6, 1893, P. L. 325; June10, 1893,
P. L. 435k May 23, 1895, P. L. 114.

CHAPTERCCCXXI.

AN ACT FOR AMENDM~INTOF THE LAW, WNTITLE6) “AN ACT FOR
R6ILThIF OF INSO~V~NTDEBTO~S.”

Whereassundryidle and ill-disposedpersonswho werein-
debtedbeforethecommencementof anactof assemblyof this
province,entitled “An actfor therelief of insolventdebtors,”1

have very much abusedtheir creditorsand disappointedthe
goodintentionsof thelegislaturein makingthe saidact, and
especiallysingleor unmarriedpersonswho were indebtedin
small sums of money which they could easily have paid by
their labor, have takenthe advantageof the said act of as-
semblyby procuringthemselvesto be dischargedasinsolvent
debtors, by meanswhereof many creditors of low circum-
stanceshavelost their debtsand beenobligedto paythecost.s
of suit:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeellactedby the HonorablePat-S

rick Gordon,Esquire,Lieutenant-Governorof the Provinceof
Pennsylvania,by and with the adviceand consentof therep-
resentativesof the freemen of the said Provincein General
Assemblymet, andby theauthority of the same,Thatno per-
sonor personswhatsoevershallhaveany benefit of theafore-ET
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1 PassedFebruary14, 1729-30, Chapter315.
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said actof assemblyfor therelief of insolvent debtorsfor any
sumor sum~of moneywhich they owedbeforetile makingof
the saidactexceptsuchpersonsaswereactuallyprisonersin
someof thepublic gaolsof thisprovinceon or beforethe first
(lay of August, in the year one thousandsevenhundredand
thirty, anything in thesaid actto the contraryin anywisenot-
withstanding.

[Section II.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That no personor persons,being unmarriedand
undertheageof forty years,havingno chargeof children, and
beingor that shall be indebtedto any one or morepersonsin
any sumor sumsof moneyin thewholenot exceedingtwenty
pounds,shallhaveanybenefitof theaforesaidactof assembly,
but suchpersonoi personsshall be liable to be arrestedand
imprisonedfor their respectivedebtsas if the said act of as-
semblyhadneverbeenmade.

[SectionIII.] Providedalways,andbe it furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That any personor personswithin
this provincethat shall be arrestedand imprisonedfor any
debt,sum or sumsof moneyor other thing which wasowing
by thembeforetheftrst dayof Augustlastpast,and that any
singlepersonundertheageof forty yearsaforesaid,havingno
chargeof children andwhosedebtsin thewhole do not exceed~
twenty pounds,whetherthedebtsowing by suchpersonwere
contractedbeforethesaidfirst dayof Augustlastor sincethat
or shall hereafterbe contracted,and being arrestedor im-
prisonecifor thesameor anypart thereof,mayat anysucceed-
ing court to be heldfor the city or countywherehe or sheis
imprisonednext after his or her imprisonmentexhibit to the
justicesof the said court,upon oathor affirmation,an account
of all their effects to which they have any right in law or
equity, andthenamesof their creditorsatwhosesuit suchper-
sonis imprisoned,andthesumsof moneywhich theyowe and
whenthesamebecamedue,asfar ashis orherknowledgedoes
extend,andshall by petitionshowto the courttheir inability
to pay thedebtsfor which suchpersonis imprisoned,andshall
rnal;e anassignmentof their effectsto anypersonthat shallbe
appointedby the court in trust foi’ his or her creditorsor for



1730—31] The Statutesat Large ofPeunsylvania. 213

suchof themasthesaidcourtshalldirect, andshallsignify his
or her willingness to makesatisfactionby servitudefor the
residueof the debt, theparty petitioning shall be discharged
as by an act of assemblyof this province,entitled “An act
aboutarrestsand making debtorspay by servitude,”2 is pro-
vided, which said act of assemblyis herebyrevived andde-
claredto beand continuein full force for thepurposesin this
act mentioned,anything in the aforesaidact of assemblyfor
relief of insolvent debtorscontainedto the contrarynotwith-
standing.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That no personor personswho have not resided
within this provincefor thespaceof two yearsnextbefore his
orher imprisonmentshallhavethebenefitof the aforesaidact
for relief of insolventdebtors.

Providednevertheless,Thatif tile personat whosesuit any
personis arrestedshall refuseor neglectto give securityfor
paymentof suchweeklyallowancefor inamtenanceof the de-
fendantasthejustices of the courtwherethe said suit is de-
pending shall direct and award, and also give security that
thesaiddefendant[or defendants],his or theirwife or children
noranyof them,shallbecomechargeableto thetown or county
wheresuchpersonor personsareimprisoned,it shallandmay
be lawful for thejusticesof the said respectivecourtsof com-
mon pleaswithin this province,andtheyareherebyrequired,
in suchcaseto causethe actionor actionsagainsttheperson
or personsso imprisonedto be discontinuedand the parties
thereuponto be discharged.

[SectionV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That if any personbe imprisoned in any city or
countyof this provincefor anydebtunderforty shillings, hav-
ing no effectsto pay the same,and shall be willing to make
satisfactionby servitude,it shall and may be lawful for any
two magistratesin any county or city within this province
wherethe party is imprisonedto proceedto relieve the party
so imprisonedby judging suchdebtorto makesatisfactionby
servitude.

2 PassedJanuary12, 170~-6,Chapter153,
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Andwhereassomedoubtshavearisenconcerningthemean-
ing of somepart of the aforesaidact of assemblyfor relief of
inSolventdebtorstouchingthetime of [the] sheriffbeingcapa-
bleto holdhiso~cein anycountyof this province,andtheuses
to which thefine of two hundredpoundsimposedonanyperson
occupyingthe office of sheriff contrary to the directionsof the
said act shallbe applied:

Therefore,for theremovingany doubtsthat have arisenor
may ariseconcerningthat partof theaforesaidact:

[SectionVI.] Be it enactedby the authorityaioresaid,arid
it is herebydeclaredto be thetrueintent and meaningof the
aforesaidactof assembly,Thatno sheriffwho had beenelected
and who hadoccupiedthe office of a sheriff or under-sheriffin
any countyof this provincefor thespaceof threeyearsat one
time, shallbeagainelectedsheriff for the said countyor serve
or occupythe office of a sheriff in the samecountywithin the
spaceof threeyearsnextafterhis beingsheriff asaforesaid.

[SectionVII,] And it is herebyenactedand declared,That
of thetwo personselectedfor the office of sheriff andreturned
to thegovernor,onebeingcommissionated,theothershallnot
act asunder-sheriffto the [personappointed]sheriff during
thetermof thesaidsheriff’s commission;andthat if anysheriff
or under-sheriffwithin this provinceshallbe electedcontrary
to thetrueintentandmeaningof this actandtheaforesaidact
of assembly,suchhis electionshall be null and void; and if
any such sheriff or under-sheriffshall again enterupon and
occupytheoffice of a sheriff contraryto thedirectionsandpro-
vision madein and by this andtile [last-mentioned]actof as-
sembly,heshallforfeit andpaythesumof two hundredpounds
asin thesaid actis directed,one moietythereofto theperson
or personswho will inform or suefor thesame,and the other

• half to bepaidto the provincial treasurertowardsthesupport
of government,to be recoveredby actionof debt,bill, plaint or
information,whereinno morethanoneimparlanceshallb~al-
lowed; and that no pardon,noUc proseguS or other act of the
governor or lieutenant-governorfor the time being shall be
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any bar or hindranceto the suingfor, recoveringand levying.
thesaidfine for theusesaforesaid.

PassedFebruary 6, 1730-31. Apparently never consideredby
theCrown, but allowed to becomea law by lapseo~time, In accord-
ancewith the propr1etai~ycharter. SeeVolume III, Appendix V,
Section I, and note to the Act ol Assembly passedFebruary 14,
1729-30,Ohapter315.

CHAPTERCCCXXII.

AN ACT FOR Tff~EBEYrTEIR PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS THAT MA3~
HAPPEN BY FIRE IN TIlE CITY OF PHILADEIJPHIA BY BAHE
HOUSES AND COOPERS’SHOPS.

For thefurthersecuringtheinhabitantsof the city of Phila-
delphiafrom thedangersthat mayhappenby fire:

[SectionI.] Beit enactedby theHonorablePatrickGordon,
F~squire,‘Lieutenant-Governorof theProvinceof Pennsylvania,
&c.,by andwith theadviceandconsentof therepresentativesof
thefreemenof thesaid Provincein GeneralAssemblymet,and
by theauthorityof the same,Thatfrom andafterthespaceof
sixteenmonthsnextensuingthepublicationof this actno per-
son whatsoeverwithin the said city, by himself, his agents,
journeymenor servants,shall occupythetradeof a cooperor
bakerbut in suchshopsor placesas arebuilt in themanner
hereinrespectivelydirectedand appointed:(That is to say)
that no personafterthetime aforesaidshalloccupythetrade
of a cooperwithin thesaid city but in a shopor placebuilt of
brick or stone,with a largechimneyin the same,the ceiling
thereofplastered,no stairs~or passageup theloft within such
shop,andthefloor thereofto be earth,or laid with goodtwo-
inch oakplank. And that no personafter the time aforesaid
within thesaid city shall occupythetradeof a biscuit or soft
bread bakerbut in a bakehousebuilt of brick or stoneand
arched over with brick if the place will admit thereof, or
otherwiseto bewell ceiledwith plastering~thefloor of thesaid’
bakehousepavedwith brick or stone;thecrown of theoven to


