
• THE STATUTES AT LARGE OF
PEffl~SYLYANIA.

At a GeneralAssembly begunandholdenat Philadelphia,
the fifteenth day of October,A. P. 1744,and continuedby ad.
journmentsuntil the seventhday of September,1745, the fol-
lowing actwaspassed:

CHAPTER CCCLXII.

AN ACT FOR THE SPEEDY TRIAL OF CAPITAL OFFENSES COMMITTED
BY ANY INDIAN OR INDIANS IN THE REMOTE PARTS OF THE PRO-
VINCE.

To the endthatall capitaloffenseswhich havebeenor here-
af~tershall be committedby any Indian.or Indianswithin the
boundsof this provincein placesremotefrom inhabitantsmay
receivethe mostspeedyandimpartial trials:

[Section1.] Be it enactedby theHonorableGeorgeThomas,
Esquire, with the King’s royal approbationLieutenant-Gov-
ernorunderthe HonorableJohnPenn,ThomasPennandRich.
ard Penn, Esquires,true and absoluteProprietariesof the
Province of Pennsylvaniaand of the countiesof 1~ewcastle,

•KentandSussexon Delaware,by andwith the adviceandcon-
sentof the representativesof the freemenof the saidProvince
in GeneralAssemblymet, and by the authority of the same,
That all murders,manslaughters,homicides,felonies andof-
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fenseswhatsoeverandaccessariesof the samewhich by the
laws or actsof assemblyof this province are declaredcapital,
or feloniespunishableby death,which alreadyhavebeencom-
mitted, perpetratedor doneor shall hereafterbe committed,
perpetratedor doneby any Indian or Indianswithin this pro-
vince in placesremotefrom inhabitants,as aforesaid,all and
every such offenseor offenses,in whatsoeverplaceor county
the samehath happenedor shallhappen,shall henceforthbe
inquiredof, heard,adjudgedanddeterminedbeforethejustices

of the supremecourt or the justices of the courtsof oyer and
terminer andgeneralgaol delivery, to be held in the county
of Philadelphia,by indictments, inquestsand verdicts, to be
takenof goodandlawful men, inhabitantsof the samecounty,
in like mannerandform as if such capital offenseor offenses
hadbeencommitted,perpetratedor donewithin thesaidcounty,
any law or usageto the contrarythereof in anywisenotwith-
standing.

PassedOctober19, 1744. Confirmedby theKing in Council, Octo-
ber 29, 1748. SeeAppendix XVI, Section I, andnote to theAct of
AssemblypassedMay 31, 1718,Chapter236; (theConstitutionof 1776,
Declarationof Rights,SectionIV;) andtheActs of Assemblypassed
September15, 1786, Chapter1241; April 5, 1790, Chapter1516; (the
Constitutionof 1790, Article IX, SectionIX;) April 22, 1794, Chapter
1777; June16, 1836, P. L. 784; (the Constitutionof 1838, Article IX,
Section IX;) March 81, 1860, P. L. 427; (the Constitutionof 1874,
Article I, SectionIX.)


