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OHAPTER 0000XVIII.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR REGULATING
AND CONTINUING THE NIGHTLY WATCH AND ENLIGHTENING THE
STREETS,LANES AND ALLEYS OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA,
AND FORRAISING OF MONEY ON THE INHABITANTS AND ESTATES
OF THE SAID CITY FOR DEFRAYING THE NECESSARY EXPENSES
THEREOF.” 1

Whereasby anactpassedin thepresentyearof His Majesty’s
reign,entitled “An actfor regulatingandcontinuingthenightly
watchandenlighteningthestreets,lanesandalleysof the city
of Philadelphia,andfor raisingof moneyontheinhabitantsand
estatesof the said city for defraying the necessaryexpenses
thereof,” amongstotherthingsit is enacted“That thewardens
of the city of Philadelphiafor the timebeing shallbeandthey
aretherebyauthorizedandempowered,with theconsentof the
mayor, recorderor anytwo of the magistratesof thesaid city,
to dig suchanadditionalnumberof wells andthereinfix pumps
as to them shall appearnecessarywithin the streets,lanesor
alleys of the said city. And the saidwardensor any four of
themare further authorizedandempoweredto agreewith the
owneror ownersfor suchpumpor pumpsas arealreadyfixed
in the streets,lanesor alleys of the said city, andafter such
agreementmadewith the respectiveowner or ownersthereof
suchpump or pumpsshall foreverbecomethe property of and
belongto thepublic, to be maintainedandkeptin repairatthe
public charge.”

And whereasit is by the hereinbefore-mentionedact further
enacted“That thesaidwardensshallandtheyaretherebyau-
thorizedandenjoinedto inquire into theconditionandtakecare
of the repairof the pumpswithin the streets,lanesor alleysof
the said city, and if after due inquiry any of the said pumps
shallbefoundon theevidenceof two or morewitnessesto have
beenout of repairby the spaceof threemonthsnextafternotice

1PassedSeptember15, 1756, Chapter41L
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thereofgivenby oneor moreof the saidwardensto the owner
or ownersof thesaidpumps,thenandin such caseevery such
pumpor pumpsshallforeverbecomeandbethe propertyof the
public, to bemaintainedatthepublic charge.”

And whereasmany ownersof the saidpumpsareinclinable
anddesirousto makeover their rights in andto the same,and
diversotherthepumpswithin thestreets,lanesandalleysof the
saidcity, by beingneglectedandsufferedto be andremainout
of repair, are likely ‘to becomethe property of the public, to
be maintainedat the public charge,as in andby the herein-
before-mentionedact is directed,wherebya veryheavycharge
mustaccruefor the necessaryrepairsandexpensesthereof.

And somedoubts havingarisentouching the power of the
‘wardens to enforcean equitableconsiderationor annualpay-
mentfrom suchfamilies,householdersandothersasshallmake
useof the saidpumpsor anyo themthatareor shallhereafter
becomethepropertyof thepublic for andtowardsthenecessary
repairsandexpensesthereofasaforesaid.

Thereforefor avoidingall disputesconcerningthe premises
andfor renderingthe tax upon the inhabitantsof the saidcity
moreeasyandequitable:

[SectionI.] fle it enactedby the HonorableWilliam Denny,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsoluteProprie-
tariesof theProvinceof Pennsylvaniaandthe countiesof New-
castle,Kent andSussexuponDelaware,by andwith the advice
andconsentof the representativesof the freemenof the said
Provincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof the
same, Thatthe wardensof the city of Philadelphiafor thetime
beingshall be andthey are herebyauthorizedandempowered
to assessandrate every family, householderandothers,who
shallandmayafterthepublicationof thisactmakeuseof anyof
thepumpsin thestreets,lanesor alleysof the saidcity which are
or hereaftershallbeandbecomethe propertyof the public, and
in every suchassessmentor rate shall ascertainandallot the
sumandsumsof moneywhich every suchfamily, householder
or othersshallpayyearly for the useof the same,accordingto
the bestof their skill, knowledgeanddiscretion,havingadue
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regardto the quantity of water used.out of the saidpump or
pumpsby the saidfamily, householderor othersrespectively.

Provided,The sumor sumssoasaforesaidassessedandrated
to anysingle family or householderdo not exceedin ‘the whole
five shillings per annum for such families andhouseholdersas
haveno pumpsof their own, andtwo shillings and six pence
per amnizm for such other families andhouseholdersas have
pumps upon their own premisesin good order andrepair,yet
neverthelessbecauseof the goodnessof the water in the said
public pumpsmay makeuseof the samefor someparticular
occasionsat timesandin smallerquantities.

[SectionII.] Andbelt furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said, That the saidwardensshall andtheyareherebyauthor-
ized andenjoined,yearlyandasoftenas occasionmay require,
to orderandcausetheir clerkto makeouttrue andfair lists or
duplicatesof the namesof all andevery personandpersons
who as headsof families, householdersor othersdo makeuse
of anyof the pumpsasaforesaid,with the sumandsumssoas
aforesaidassessedandrated,with directionsunder the hands
of four or moreof thesaidwardensto the collectoror collectors
of the tax to be annuallyleviedby thehereinbefore-mentioned
act, requiringthe saidcollectoror collectorsto receiveandcol-
lectof andfrom thepartiestherespectivesumsof moneywhere-
with they standchargedin the said lists or duplicatesrespec-
tively accordingto the directionsof this act. And in caseany
personor personsshall neglector refuseto pay the sameac-
cording to the ratesandsumsin thesaidlists or duplicatesso
asaforesaidcharged,it shallandmaybe lawful to andfor the
said collectoror collectorsby a warrantunder the handsand’
sealsof anyfour or moreof the saidwardens,empoweringthem
to recoverthe sameby distressandsaleof thegoodsandchattels
of the personor personsso neglectingor refusing to pay the
same. All which said sum or sums of moneyso as aforesaid
collectedandrecoveredshallbe addedto the public stockand
shallbe laid out andaccountedfor by the saidwardensasother
the moneysarisingby virtue of the hereinbefore-mentionedact
aredirectedto be laid out andaccountedfor, anythingherein-
containedto the contrarynotwithstanding.
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This act to continueandbe in forceduringthe continuance
of theact hereinbefore-mentioned,to which it is a supplement
andno longer.

Passed~anuary 18, 1759. confirmedby theKing in Council, June
16, 1758. SeeAppendix XXI, SectionIV, and note to theAct of As-
semblypassedSeptember15, 1756, Chapter411. Repealedby theAct
of Assembly passedSeptember30, 1763, Chapter504.

CHAPTER C000XIX.

AN ACT FOR THE FURTHER CONTINUANCE OF AN ACT OF GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THIS PROVINCE, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE MORE
EASYRECOVERY OFLEGACIESWITHIN THIS PROVINC~.”1

Whereasan actof generalassemblyof thisprovince,entitled
“An act for the moreeasyrecoveryof legacieswithin this pro-
vince,” passedin thesixteenthyearof thepresentreign,being
by its ownlimitation nearexpiring, by oneotheractof assembly
passedin thetwenty-thirdyearof thesamereignwascontinued
from thencefor andduring the term of sevenyears,andfrom
thenceto the endof thenextsessionof assemblyandno longer.

And whereasit hathbeenfoundon experienceto be aneces-
salyandbeneficialact, but thetermfor which it wascontinued
by the limitation therein-containedbeingnownearexpiring:

Thereforefor preventingtheexpirationof sousefulalaw:
[SectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorableWilliam Denny,

Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsoluteProprie-
tariesof the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaand countiesof New-
castle,Kent andSussexuponDelaware,by andwith the advice
and consentof the representativesof the freemenof the said
Provincein GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof the
same,Thatthe actof assemblyaforesaid,entitled “An act for
themoreeasyrecoveryof legacieswithin this province,” be and
the sameact is herebyfurther continuedfrom the time limited

1 PassedFebruary3, 1742-43,Chapter358.


