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Providedalways, Thatthisactcontinuein forcefor thespace
of sevenyears,andfrom thenceto theend of thenextsessions
of assemblyandno.longer.

PassedMarch 26, 1762. Referredfor consideratibs.by theKing
in Council, Febri~ary14, 1763,andallowedto becomealaw by lapse
of time In accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXIV, SectionII, and theActs of AssemblypassedMarch 4, 1763,
Chapter485; September30, 1763, Chapter503; February15, 1765,
Chapter 524; February 8, 1766, Chapter 537; February 21, 1767,
Chapter554. Repealedby theAct of AssemblypassedFebruary18,
1769, Chapter594.

• CHAPTERCCCOLXXXI.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING THE SOUTHERN SUBURBS OF THE CITY OF
PHILADELPHIA INTO THE DISTRICT,OF SOUTHWARK, FOR MAKING
THE STREETS AND ROADS ALREADY LAID OUT THEREIN PUBLIC
ROADS AND HIGHWAYS, AND FOR REGULATING SUCH OTHER
STREETSAND ROADS AS THE INHABITANTS THEREOF MAY HERE-
AFTER LAY OUT, AND FOR OTHER USES AND PURPOSESTHEREIN
MENTIONED.

Whereasthere is a certaintract of land adjoining to and.
boundedbythesouthernmostboundsof thecity of Philadelphia,
beginningat Southstreet,in thesaidcity, andrunningthence,
alongtheseveralcoursesof theroadformerly calledthePass-.
yunk Road, including the same,two hundredand ninety-six
perchesto a corner,thencesouth forty-five degreeseastto a.
roadcalledtheMoyamensingRoad,thencealonga laneknown
by thenameof Keeler’sLane.to GreenwichRoad,thenceeast
to theriver Delaware,thenceup theseveralcoursesof thesaid
river to Southstreet,andthencealongthesouthsideof thesaid,
streetto theplaceof beginning;onwhich saidtract of landthe
ownersandpossessorsthereofhavebuilt anderected,ata very.
greatexpense,a large numberof houses,messuages,wharves,
storesandotherbuildings,andhaveconti~iued,by agreements
amoi~gthemselvesmade,thes~v~ra1streetsof thesaidcity run-
ningnorth.andsouththroughpartof thesaidimprovedground
andhavealso opened,in thesamemanner,crossstreetsrunning
westwardfrom. thesaidrivertowardstheriver Schuylkill with
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many convenientroads,lanesandalleys leadingto andfrom
the saidstreets;but asthe saidroads,streets,lanesandalleys
are not laid out and confirmed by any legal authority, ill-dis-
posedpersonshavefrequently committednuisancestherein,to
the great annoyance,impedimentand disturbanceof the in-
habitantspassingthroughthemon their lawful occasions:

Forremedywhereof
[SectionI.] Be it enactedby theHonorableJamesHamilton,

Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsoluteProprie-

• tari~sof the Province of Pennsylvaniaandcountiesof :New-
castle,Kent andSussexupon Delaware,by andwith the advice
and consentof the representativesof the freemenof the said
Provincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof the
same,Thatthesaidtractof landbeforedescribedshallbehence-
forth called TheDistrict of Southwark,andis herebydeclared
to beallottedanddivided off into onedistrict, andthat all and
every of the streets,lanes,alleys androadslaid out by agree-
rnèntasaforesaidshallbe andareherebydeclaredto be public
streets,roads,alleys and lanes forevevto all intentsandpur-
posesas if the samehadbeenpublic roadsandhighwayslaid
out accordingto law by order of the governorandcouncil or
by order of any court of quartersessionsin this province;and
that all andeverynuisanceor nuisancescommittedin them,or
anyof them, shallandmaybeheard,tried anddeterminedin
the countycourt of quartersessionsin andfor the county of
Philadelphiain the sameandasfull andampleamannerasany
nuisancecommittedin any public highway in the saidcounty
mayandoughtto be heard,tried anddetermined.

And in orderthat the saidstreets,alleys,lanesandroadsand
suchothersasshallbehereafterlaid out maybedulyregulated,
made,opened,amendedandrepaired:

[SectionII.] Be it enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That
it shallandmaybelawful for thefreeholdersandotherswithin
thesaiddistrict qualifiedby lawto electmemberso~assemblyto
meet togetheron the third Saturdayin the month of April in
every year,andbetweenthe hoursof ten in the forenoonand
four in theafternoon,chooseby ticketsin writing threesurvey-
orsor regulatorsof thesaidstreets,lanesandalleys,who,upon
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applicationmadeto’ them shallhavefull powerandauthority
to regulateand lay out the propergutters,channelsand con-
duits for the carrying off thewatersin thesaiddistrict, andto
enteruponthe landsof anypersonor personsin orderto setout
thefoundationandto regulatewalls to be built betweenparty
andparty within the saiddistrict asto the breadthandthick-
nessthereof;which foundationsshallbe equally laid upon the
landsof the personsbetweenwhom suchparty wall is to be
made,andthe first builder shall be reimbursedonemoiety of
the chargeof suchpartywall or for somuchthereofasthenext
builder shall haveoccasionto make useof before he shall in
anywise useor breakinto thesaidwall, andthatthe chargeor
valuethereofshallbesetby thesaidregulators,or anytwo of
them.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That if anypersonor personsshall begin or lay the
foundationof any party wall before the samebe viewedand
directedby the saidregulatorsor sometwo of them,everysuch
person,as well employer as masterbuilder, shall forfeit £he
sum of five pounds,to be paidto the overseersof the poor in
said district for the useof the poor thereof,being of the said
offense first convictedin the couty court of quaiter sessions
of thecountyof Philadelphiaaforesaid.

[SectionIV.] Providedalwaysandbe it further enactedby
the authority aforesaid,That if either party betweenwhom
such foundation or party wall is to be madeshall find them-
selvesan3~waysaggrievedby anyorderor direction of the said
regulators,he or they may appealto the justices at the next
court of quartersessionsto beheldfor thesaidcounty,who shall
finally adjust and settle the same,the costs of which appeal
shallbepaidasthesaidcourt shalldirect andappoint

[SectionV.] Andbeit furtherenactedbytheauthorityatore-
said, That the saidregulatorsor surveyorsattendingthe said
servicefor their trouble shall~be paid by the party or parties
concernedin erectingsuchparty wall the sumof six shillings
[each] andno more.

And for thepreventingof accidentsthat mayhappenbyfi~ein
the saiddistrict:
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[SectionVI.] Be it enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,That

if anypersonor personswithin the saiddistrict shallseton fire
his or their chimneyor chimneysto clea~nsethemor shallsuffer
the sameto be done, or that shall sufferany of them to blaze
out atthe top, andbe thereoflegally convictedbeforeanyjus-
tice of the peaceof the countyof Philadelphia,suchpersonor
personsshall forfeit andpaythe sumof twentyshillingsto the
overseersof thepoor of the saiddistrict for the useof the poor
thereof.

[Section VII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That from andafter the publication of this act no
unhealthyor sickly vesselshall comenearerthan onemile to
the southernboundsof the saiddistrict without bills of health,
norshallpresumeto bring to shoresuchvesselsnorto landtheir
passengersor their goodsat anypart of the saiddistrict until
they shallobtaina licensefor their landing from the governor
for the time beingandhis council or from anytwo justicesof
the peacefor the county of Philadelphia,underthe penaltyof
ten poundsfor every passengerso landedand one [hundred]
poundsfor everyvesselsobroughtwithin amile of theboi~nds
aforesaid,to bepaidby the commander,merchantsor owners
of the saidvesseloffending in the premises,beingfirst legally
convictedthereofin the countycourt of quartersessionsfor the
county of Philadelphia,one-halfthereofto bepaidto the gov-
ernorfor the supportof government,the othe~half to theover-
seersof thepoor of thesaiddistrict for the timebeingfor the
useof thepoor thereof.

[SectionVIII.] And beit enactedbytheauthorityaforesaid,
Thatif anypersonor personsshallpresumeto stopanyof the
saidstreets,lanes,alleysor public roadsheretoforelaid out [or
hereafterlaid out] andconfirmedas aforesaid,or shall commit
anynuisancethereinandshallnot removethe sameforthwith,
everysuchpersonor personssooffending,beingthereoflegally
convictedin thesaidcourt, shallforfeit andpaythesumof three
poundsto the supervisorsof the streetsandhighwaysaforesaid,
to b~laid out in repairingthe same.

[Section 11.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid, That the said freeboldersand others qualified as
aforesaidshall,on the samedaywhereontheyarehereinhefore
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directedto choosesurveyorsandregulatorsof thestreets,lanes
andalleysaforesaidchoosein the samemannerthre~eassessors
~ind three supervisorsof the public highwayswithin the said
district, which saidassessorsandsupervisorswhenchosenand
returnedin writing under the handsof any two freeholdersof
tile saiddistrict into the office of the clerk of the countycourt
of quartersessionsaforesaidshallbe the assessorsof the said
district andthe supervisorsof the streets,lanes,alleys, roads
andhighwaysthereof for the ensuingyear;and if any super-
visor so electedor otherwiseappointedby virtue of this act
shallrefuseto take uponhimself the saidoffice, for everysuch
offensehe shall forfeit andpaythe sumof ten pounds,to be
appliedtowardsamendingandrepairingthe saidstreets,lanes,
alleysandhighways.

[SectionX.] Andbelt further enactedbytheauthorityatore-
said, That the overseersof the roadsin the saidtownship the
first year andthe supervisorsof the streets,lanes,alleys and
highwaysof the saiddistrict foreverafterwards,shall, at least
five daysbefore the third Saturdayin April yearly andevery
year give public notice in writing ‘by affixing the samein the
mostpublic placesin the said district of the placewherethe
inhabitantsandfreeholdersof the said district shall meet to
electsupervisorsfor the saiddistrict accordingto the directions
of this act,which placeso appointedfor the saidelectionshall
be asnearthe centreof t’he saiddistrict asconvenientlymaybe.

[Section XI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That it shallandmaybe lawful for the saidsuper-
visors of the public streetsand highways,together with the
assessorsof the saiddistrict for thetime being,to makeor lay a
rateor assessmentnot exceedingthreepencein’ thepoundclear
valueof the real andpersonalestatesof all andeverythe free-
holdersandinhabitantswithin thesaiddistrict, to be employed
for the amendingandrepairingthe streets,lanes,alleys and
highwayswithin~thesaiddistrict in suchmannerasby this act
is directedandappointed. .

Providednevertheless,Thatthesaidrateor assessmentshall
be laid accordingto thebestof their skill andjudgmentandas
nearasmaybe to thecountyassessmentfor otherpurposeslaid
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in pursuanceof theact,entitled “An act for laying countyrates
andlevies,”~ dueregardto everyman’sestatewithin the
saiddistrict, without favor or affectionto anypersonwhomso-
ever.

[SectionXII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That if any supervisoror supervisorsof the public
streetsand highways so as aforesaid chosenshall refuseor
neglectto take~uponhim or them~elvesthe saidoffice or shall
die or removeout of the saiddistrict for whichhe or theyshall
be chosen,or if the freeholdersandinhabitantsof the district
aforesaidshallneglector refuseto elect or choosesupervisors
asis hereinbefore directedandappointed,thenandin everysuch
caseit shall andmay be lawful to and for thejustices of the
countycourt of quarter~sessionsof the county of Philadelphia,
andtheyare herebyenjoinedandrequiredto appoint another
supervisoror supervisorsin the ‘room andsteadof every such
supervisororsupervisorssorefusing,dyingor removingasatore-
saidor soneglectingto be chosenasaforesaid,which saidsuper-
visor or supervisorsso appointedshallhavethe samepowers
andauthoritiesandshallbe liable to the samepenaltiesasthe
supervisorssoappointedandchosenby the saiddistrict in pur-
suanceof the directions of this act, andthat eachsupervisor
shall ha~veandreceivefor histrouble in collectingthe several
sumsof moneyto beraisedasaforesaidsixpencein everypound
by him collectedand five shillings per diem for eachday he
shall attendin overseeing,employingandattendingthework-
menuponthe publicstreetsandhighwayswithin saiddistrict.

[SectionXIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the said supervisors,before they proceedto
the collectingof thesaid rate,shallprocurethesameto beal-
lowédby at leasttwo justicesof the peaceof the saidcounty
of Philadelphia,andif anypersonorpersonssoratedorassessed
shall refuseto pay~thesum or sumson him or them charged,
andshallnot enterhis or their appealatthenextgeneralcourt
of quartersessionsaforesaid,that then it shall andmay be
lawful to andfor the saidsupervisorSor supervisors(havingfirst
obtainedawarrantunderthe handandsealof onejusticeof the

1PassedMarch20, 1724-25,Chapter284.
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peaceof thesaidcounty,whois herebyempoweredandrequired
to grantsuchwarrant)to levy the sameon the goodsandchat-
telsof thepersonor personssorefusing;andin casesuchperson
shall not,within threedaysnextafter suchdistressmade,pay
the sum or sums on him or her assessed,togetherwith the
chargesof suchdistress,that thenthe supervisors,or eitherof
them,mayproceedto thesaleof the goodsdistrained,rendering
to the ownertheoverplus,.if any,that shallremainon suchsale,
reasonablechargesbeingfirst deducted.

Providednevertheless,That if any personor personsshall
find him, her or themselvesaggrievedwith suchrateor assess-
ment,it shallbelawful for thejusticesof thepeace[aforesaid],
at their nextgeneralquartersessions,upon the petition of the
party, to take suchordertherein as to them shall be thought
expedient,andthe sameshallconcludeandbind all parties,and
thesupervisorandsupervisors,in caseof suchappeal,shall for-
bear ma~ingdistress until the same be determinedin the
quartersessionsin the mannerhereinbeforedirectedand ap-
pointed.

[SectionXIV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the said supervisorsof the public streetsand
highwaysof the saiddistrict shallandtheyareherebyenjoined
andrequired,as oftenas the said severalstreets,lanes,alleys
andhighwayswithin the saiddistrict shall beout of repair,to
hire andemploy a sufficientnumberof laborersto work upon,
open,amend,clear andrepair the samein the most effectual
manner,andto purchasewood andall other materialsneces-
saryfor that purpose,andto overlook the saidlaborersandsee
that the said streets,lanes,alleys, roadsand highwaysbe ef-
fectually opened,cleared, amendedandrepaired accordingto
thetrue intentandmeaningof this act.

[SectionXV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That if anypersonworking on the highwayswithin
thesaiddistrict or beingwith themshallaskanymoney,drink
or any otherrewardwhatsoever,or shall by any contrivance,
waysor meanswhatsoeverextort anymoneyor otherthing of
or from anypersonpassingor travelling upon the said public
roadsor highways,heor sheshall,for everysuchoffense,payto
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thesupervisoror supervisorsof thesaiddistrictthe sumof three
shillings [to be recoveredby the saidsupervisorsrespectivelyin
asummarywaybefore anyjusticeof the peaceandappliedfor
andtowardsrepairingthesaidroads,andin caseanysupervisor
shall conniveatanypersonsaskinganddemandinganyreward
from anytravellerasaforesaid,everysuchsupervisorshallfor-
feit andpa.y for eachoffensethe sum of twenty shillings] to
berecoveredbyanypersonwhatsoeverin manneraforesaid,one-
half to the useof the prosecutorandthe otherhalf to andfor
the serviceof thesaidroads.

[SectionXVI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That all andevery supervisoror supervisorsof the
public roadsandliighwayswithin thesaiddistrict who shallbe
convictedof having refusedor neglectedto do andperform
his or their dutyas directedby this act (not otherwiseparticu-
larly providedfor) shallbe fined andshallpaythe sum of five
poundsfor everysuch offense,to be appliedtowardsrepairing
the public roadsandhighwayswithin thesaiddistrict.

[SectionXVII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatthe justicesof thepeaceof the countyof Phila-
delphia, or anythreeof them, shallandmay,at the time and
timeswhennew supervisorsof the highwayswithin the said
district are [to beappointed]annuallyexamineandsettlethe
accountsof the saidsupervisorsgoing out of their office, and
shallhavefull powerto allow suchaccountsandsumsonly as
to themshall seemjust andreasonable,andto order the then
last supervisorsto paythe balances,togetherwith thefinesand
penalties on themselvesrespectivelyand others which have
comeinto their handsor beenimposedby virtue of. this act to
thesupervisorsfor the ensuingyear;andin casethesaidsuper-
visorson their goingout of their respectiveofficesshallbefound
to he in advancefor moneysexpendedupon the‘~publicroads
andhighwayswithin the saiddistrict asaforesaid,thenthe said
justicesmay orderthe succeedingsupervisorsto repayandre-
imbursethe farmer supervisorsas soonas a sufficientsum of
money shall have comeinto their hands;and in caseof dis-
obedienceto any such of their orders the said justices may
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andshallfrom time to timegrantattachmentsto compelobedi-
enceto the same.

[SectionXVIII.] And be it enactedby the authorityafore-
said, That two overseersof the poor,oneassessorto’join in as-
sessmentsto be hereaftermadetowardssinking the sumsof
moneyheretoforegrantedto the King’s use,andoneinspector
to be returnedandif chosento serveat the generalelectionin
and for the county of Philadelphia,shall be nominatedand
electedin andf~rthesaid district in the samemanneras they
are directedby law to be appointedandchosenin andfor the
severaltownshipswithin this province,which saidoverseersso
nominatedandassessorsandinspectorsso electedshall have,
useandexerciseall andeverythepowers,rights andprivileges
andbesubjectto thesamepenaltiesandforfeitureswithin their
saiddistrictsrespectivelywhicharelawfully had,usedandexer-
cisedby the severaloverseers,assessorsand inspectorsof the
severaltownshipsaforesaidto all intents andpurposesas if
theywererespectivelynominatedandcho~enoverseersof the
poor,assessorsandinspectorsof anyof thetownshipsaforesaid
in pursuanceof thelawsof this provincein suchcasesmadeand
provided.

[SectionXIX.] And be it enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,
That nothingin acertainactof assemblypassedin the present
year of His Majesty’s reign, entitled “An act fdr openingand
better amendingand keepingin repair the public roadsand
highwayswithin thisprovince,” 1 shall bedeemed,construedor
takento extendto the public roads,streets,lanes or alleys
within the said district nor to thelevying or assessingthe in-
habitantsthereof for the purposestherein mentioned,nor to
anyothermatteror thing to be doneandperformedwithin the
same,but the saidact,sofar asit relatesto or respectsthe said
district and~nofurther, is herebydeclaredto be repealed,null
andvoid to all intentsandpurposes.

PassedMarch 26, 1762. Referredfor considerationby the King
in Council,February14, 1763,andallowedto becomea law by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXIV, SectionII.

As to SectionI, seetheActs of AssemblypassedApril 15, 1782,

1PassedFebruary17, 1762, Chapter479.
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Chapter 981; September20, 1782, Chapter, 991; AprIl 18, 1794,
Chapter 1742; March 27, 1795, Chapter 1814; February 13, 1796,
Chapter1872; March 7, 1799, Chapter2024; February18, 1802,P. L.
58; February23, 1809, P. L. 25; March 28, 1814, P. L. 365; March
19, 1816, P. L. 195; March 29, 1827, P. L. 153; April 18, 1827, P. L.
277; March7,1829,P. L. 63; March31, 1836, P. L. 308; March8, 1839,
P. L. 45; October13, 1840, P; L. (1841’) 1; March 5, 1841, P. L. 67;
April 10, 1841, P: L. 167; April 8, 1842, P. L. 256; August 2, 1842,
P. L. 458; March 11, 1843, P. L. 78; April 30, 1844, P. L. 533; March
14, 1845, P. L. 149; March 7, ‘1846, P. L. 86; February19, 1849, P. L.
76; April 5, 1849, P. L. 344; April 15, 1850,P. L. 456; May 15, 1850,P.
L. 762; March29,1851, P. L. 293; April 14, 1851,P. L. 572; February
2, 1854, P. L. 21.

Asto SectionsII-V, seetheActs of AssemblypassedApril 30, 1844,
P. L 633; May 2, 1853;P. L. 667.

As to SectionVI, seetheActs of AssemblypassedMarch21, 1772,
Chapter648; November25, 1779, Chapter867; September29, 1787,
Chapter1818.

As to SectionVII, seetheAct of AssemblypassedJanuary22, 1774,
Chapter691.

As to SectionsVIII-XIX, seethe Acts of AssemblypassedSep-
tember29, 1787, Chapter1321; October4, 1788, Chapter1376; April
8, 1794, Chapter1725; April 18, 1794, Chapter1742; March 28, 1796,
Chapter1890; April 13, 1804, P. L. 507; April 7, 1807, P. L. 170;
March25, 1809,P. L. 200; March31, 1812,P. L. 208; February16, 1813,
P. L. 66; March26, ~813,P. L. 185; March 23, 1818, P. L 257; Feb-
ruary 24, 1820, P. L~37; March 22, 1820, P. L. 98; March27, 1820,
P. L. 103; AprIl 2, 1822, P. L. 227; April 1, 1823, P. L. 268; March28,
1825, P. L. 128; April 22, 1829, P. L. 226; May 3, 1832, P. L. 432; May
5, 1832, P. L. 506; April 1, 1834, P. L. 18.1; April 10, 1834, P. L 266;
April 13, 1835, P. L. 202; April 16, 1835,P. L. 369; June13, 1836,P. L.
551; April 1, 1837, P. L. 125; March 27, 1839, P. L. 189; AprIl 30,
1844,P. L. 583; April 5, 1849, P. L. 344; April 9, 1849, P. L. 523; May
15, 1850, P. L. 762; (the two actsof) April 12, 1851,P. L. 418, 424;
April 14, 1861, P. L. 572; May 1, 1852, P. L. 495; (the two actsof)
May 4, 1852, P. L. 566, 569; April 6, 1853, P. L. 329; April 18, 1853,
P. L. 627; May 2,1853,P. L. 667; February2, 1854,P. L. 21.

CHAPTER C000LXXXII.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE TRUSTEESOF THE STATE HOUSE TO PUR-~
CHASE CERTAIN LOTS OF GROUND, THE REMAINDER OF THE
SQUARE WHEREON THE SAID HOUSENOW STANDS.

Whereasin andby anactof assemblyof this provincepassed
in the first yearof his presentMajesty’s reign,entitled “An act
for appointingcertainpersonsthereinafternamedto apply for


