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CHAPTER DXXIII.

AN ACT FORAMENDING EACH AND EVERY OF THE ACTS OF ASSEMBLY
OF THIS PROVINCE HERETOFORE MADE FOR EMBANKING AND
DRAINING SEVERAL PARCELSOF MARSHY LAND, SITUATE IN THE
COUNTIES OF PHILADELPHIA AND CHESTER,AND FOR REPAIRING
AND MAINTAINING THE BANKS, DAMS AND SLUICES THEREUNTO
BELONGING.

Whereasthemethodprescribedfor recoveringthesumsof the
depositmoneyandassessmentslaid andto be laid andassessed
by themanagersappointedby virtue of the severalactsof as-
semblyheretoforemadefor embankinganddrainingtheseveral
piecesor parcelsof marshor meadowgroundsituate in the
countiesof Philadelphiaand Chesterhath on experiencebeen
found by the said managersnot to answerthe good ~ndsin-
tended,wherebysomeof the [said] banks,damsandsluices,for
wantof amorespeedysupplyof moneywhichshouldatall times
be in the handsof thetreasurersreadyto be appliedto enable
themanagersrespectivelyto upholdandrepairthemagreeable
to the said severallaws,havebeensuffered,in severalplaces
to go muchout of repair,to thegreatdamageandinjury of the
ownersandpossessorsof thesaidmeadows.

For remedyingwhereof:
[SectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorableJohnPenn,Es-

quire, Lieutenant-GovernorundertheHonorableThomasPenn
and RichardPenn, Esquires,true and absoluteProprietaries
of theProvinceofPennsylvaniaandcountiesofNewcastle,Kent
and SussexuponDelaware,by andwith theadviceandconsent
Of the representativesof the freemenof the said Province in
GeneralAssemblymet,and by theauthorityof the same,That
if any of the said owners,possessorsor occupiersof meadow
landswhosebanks,damsandsluicesarein anywiseupheld,sup-
ported,maintainedorregulatedbyanylawof this provincehere-
tofore madeshall neglector refuseto paythe severalsumsof
moneythat haveor shall from time to time berated,assessed
andlaid for supportingtheirrespectiveproportionsof thebanks,
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damsandsluicesby themajorpartof themanagersof eachre-
spectivecompany,togetherwith theforfeituresarisingthereon
which they respectivelyoughti~opay, for the spaceof thirty
daysafterdemandmadeby thetreasurerof therespectivecom-
pany;orhaveheretoforeneglectedor refusedor shallhereafter
neglector refuseto reimbursethetreasurerfor thetime being
thenecessaryexpenseof makingandrepairinghis, herortheir
part,shareor proportionof thebanksto themduly assignedre-
spectively, agreeableto the directionsof the severalacts of
assemblyaforesaid,that thenand so often it shall andmaybe
lawful to andfor thesaidseveraltreasurersby directionof the
major partof themanagersfor thetime beingrespectivelyin
his ownnameto applyto somejusticeof thepeaceof thecounty
for his warrantof distressfor levying thesaidsumsof money
so neglectedor refusedto bepaid, directedto theconstableof
thetownshipwherethe meadowsare, which said warrantthe
saidjustice of the peaceis herebyempoweredand directedto
grantaccordingly,to be by thesaidconstableleviedon thetract
orpieceof marsh,meadowor cripplebelongingasaforesaidto
suchowneror ownersso neglectingor not to be found in the
county,and deliver the sameover unto the managersrespec-
tively for the time being,who, or the,major partof them, are
herebyempoweredandauthorizedto let thesameonrentor any
part thereofthatmaybe sufficientbelongingto suchdelinquent
owneror ownersso neglectingasaforesaidor wheretheyare
not to be foundin thecountyfrom timeto time for so long time
asuntil therentor rentsarisingtherefromshall, asnearlyas
maybecomputed,payall suchsumorsumsof moneysoassessed
or so charged,togetherwith all costs and forfeitures arising
thereon,for his, her or their neglector refusalto paythesame
asaforesaidandno longer.

Providedalways,Thatin letting out the said meadowland
thesaidmanagersdo publicly notify theleasingthereofandlet
thesameto thehighestbidderatprivatesaleor bargain.

And wher~easthe frequent mowing and keeping clean the
banksand dams that incloseeachof the aforesaidmeadows
from weedsand rubbish and sowingthemwith Englishgrass
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seedwouldmanifestlytendto strengthenandrenderthemmore
durable:

[SectionII.] Be it thereforeenactedby the authorityafore-
said, Thatupon theneglector refusalof any of therespective
ownersorpossessorsof anymeadowlandssubjectto anyof the
laws heretoforemadefor the bettersupportingand upholding
the banksthat inclosethem, afternotice beinggiven him, her
or themby anyone of themanagersfor thetime beingto mow,
dress,keepcleanorsowwith Englishgrassseedhis, herortheir
banksand damsto themproperlyassignedand belongingfor
thespaceof thirty days,it shall andmaybe lawful to andfor
the majorpartof themanagersof therespectivemeadowcorn-
Ianiesforthetimebeingfrom timetotimeto employasufficient
numberof workmento mow, dress,keep clean and sow with
Englishgrassseedthesaidbanksordamssoneglectedasafore-
53 Id,andchargetheowners,possessorsor occupiersrespectively
with thewhole costarisingthereupon;and upontheir or any
of their neglector refusalto paythesameit shall andmaybe
lawful for the treasurerof the said respectivecompanies,by
order of themajor partof themanagersfor thetime beingre-
spectively,to recoverthemoneysoexpendedin themannerhere-
inbefore directed, with costs of suit accordingly, any law,
customor usageto the contrarythereof in any wisenotwith-
standing.

[SectionIII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That it shall and may b,e lawful for the owners,
possessorsandoccupiersof the WiccacoMeadows,or asmany
of themasshall seeproper,to meettogetheron thefirst Monday
inApril yearlyandevery~yeár,atthecourt-housein Philadelphia
oratsuchotherconvenientplaceasshallhereafterbeappointed
bythemanagersof theWiccacoCompany,to bechosenbyvirtue
of this act,andthenandthereby amajority of thosemet shall
chooseby ticketsin writing five fit persons,ownersor occupiers
of th~said meadows,to be managersand onefit personto be
treasurerfor thesaid WiccacoCompanyfor the ensuingyear,
anything in anactof assembly,entitled “An actto enablethe
ownersandoccupiersof theWiccacoMeadows,in thecountyof
Philadelphia,to keepthe banks,dams,sluicesand floodgates
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in repair, andto r~tisea fundto defraythe expensethereof,”~
passedin thesecondyearof His presentMi~jesty’sreign, to the
contrarynotwithstanding.

[Section IV.] And be it further ~emiactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatit shallandmaybe lawful to andfor thetreas-
urerof the GreenwichIslandCompany,by order of amajority
of the managersOf the said company•for the time being, to
recoverthe rates,assessments,sharesor proportionsof money
laid or to be laid, ratedandassessedby the saidmanagers,or a
majority of them, from time to timefor andtowardsrepairing
thebridgeoverHollander’screekandtheroadleadingover the
saidbridgeon all personsholdinglandsin thesaidislandaccom-
modatedby thesaidbridgeandroadin thesamemannerasthe
otherrates and assessmentsare directedto be recoveredby
virtue of this act,any law of this provinceto thecontrarynot-
withstanding.

[SectionV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatsomuchof eachandeveryof theseveralrespec-
tive actsof assemblyof this provinceheretoforemadefor en-
ablingtheownersandpossessorsof drainedmeadowlandto up-
hold thebanks,damsandsluicesthat inclosethesaidlandsso
drainedasis herebyaltered,changed,contradictedor supplied
shallbeandisherebydeclaredto be repealedandmadenull and
void to all intentsandpurposes.

PassedFebruary15, 1765. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council, February10, 1766, andallowedto becomealaw by lapse
of time in accordancewith the proprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXIV, SectionVIII, and thenotesto (the two acts of) Assembly
passedApril 12, 1760, Chapters454, 455; (the two actsof) March 14,
1761, Chapters458, 462; September26, 1761,Chapter472; (thethree
actsof) February17, 1762, Chapters473, 474, 475; andthe Acts of
Assembly passedFebruary21, 1767, Chapter558; February26, 1800,
Chapter2108.

‘PassedFebruary17, 1762, Chapter473.


