
1765-66] TIle Slalutesaz~Large ofPennsylvania. 7

theof1~endersaforesaidshallbe ~tppliedandappropriatedto the
sameuseandpurposeasthe beforementionedfine of forty shil-
lings is appliedandappropriatedin andby the act, entitled
“An act for regulatingandcontinuing the nightly watch and
enlighteningthe streets,lanesandalleys of the city of Phila-
de]phiaandfor raisingof moneyon theinhabitantsandestates
of the saidcity for defrayingthe expensesthereof.”1

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That every article, clauseand thing therein con-
tainedshallbe andis herebydeclaredto be andcontinuein full
force andvirtue for andduring the sameterm andtime asis
limited andappointedfor the continuanceof theact to which
this actis asupplementandno longer.

PassedFebruary 8, :L766. Referred for considerationby the
R:lng in Council, February11, 1767,andallowedto becomealaw by
lapseof time ilL accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAp-
pendixXXV, Section I, andthenotet& theAct of Assemblypassed
September15, 1756, Chapter411. Expired.

OHAPTERDXXXIII.

AN ACT TO PREVENT CUTTING OR DAMAGING THE ROPES USED’ BY
THE FERRYMEN ON SCHUYLKILL OR ELSEWHERE WITHIN THIS
PROVINCE.

Whereasthe ropesusedby the ferrymen in drawing their
boats over the river Schuylkill and other rivers and creeks
within this province greatlytendto the dispatch,easeandse-
curity of personspassingover the same. And whereasseveral
evil mindedpersonsgoingup anddownthe saidriver Schuylkill
havewantonlyandmaliciouslycut the saidropes,to the great
obstructionof travelersanddamageof the ownersthereof:

Forpreventionthereforeof thelike mischiefsin future:
[SectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorableJohnPenn,Es-

quire, Lieutenant-Governorunderthe HonorableThomasPenn
andRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsolutePrôprietariesof
the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaand countiesof Newcastle,Kent

1 PassedSeptember15, 1756, Chapter411.
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andSussexuponDelaware,by andwith theadviceandconsent
of the representativesof the freemenof the said Province in
GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authorityof thesame, That
if anypersonor persons,from andafterthe publication of this
act,shallcut anyropestretchedacrossanyof the saidrivers or
creeksby theowneror occupierof anyferry andusedin drawing
the boatscarryingtravelersoverthe same,andshall bethereof
legally convictedbefore any countycourt of quartersessions
to beheldfor thecountywherethe saidoffenseshallbecommit-
ted or suchoffenderapprehended,everysuchpersonor persons
so offendingshall forfeit andpaythe sum of ten pounds,one
moiety thereofto the owneror ownersof the saidropeandthe
othermoiety thereofto the overseersof thepoor of the city or
townshipwheresuchowneror ownersshallreside,to beapplied
by themto the useof thepoor of the saidtownship.

And in orderto preservethe navigationof thesaidriversand
creeksasfree asconvenientlymay be:

[SectionII.] Be it further enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,
That if a~nypersonor personsshall haveoccasionto go up or
[down the] said rivers or creeks in shallops or other larger
deckedvessels,every suchpersonshall requestthe ownersor
occupiers,their ferrymen or servants,to slackenandsink the
saidropesin suchmannerasto enablehim or themto passwith
his shallopor other larger deckedvesselin safety,and if the
saidownersor occupiers,their ferrymen or servants,shallneg-
lector refuseto slackenandsink thesaidropein mannerafore-
said with all convenientspeed,every such owner or occupier
beingthereoflegally convictedin the saidcourt of quarterses-
sionsshall forfeit andpaythe sumof ten pouuds,onemoiety
thereofto the owneror ownersof the saidvesselssopassingup
or down the saidriver or creeks,andthe other moiety to the
overseersof thepoorof the saidtownshipfor the useof thepoor
thereof.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid, That all flats or boatspassingup anddownthe said
river, if theyshall be navigatedby sails, shallhavetheir masts
to strike or take down occasionally,and the ownersthereof,
whenthey comenearto thesaidropes,shall take [down] and
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strike the saidmasts,andshall with all other flats andboats
passunder the said ropeswithout injuring or damagingthe
sameasaforesaidunlessthe saidflats shall be so loadedasto
requiretheraisingor sinking thesaid ropes,in which casethe
saidowneror ownersof anyof thesaidropes,his ortheirservant
or servants,shallon suchnoticeto be given asaforesaidby the
personnavigatingsuch loaded flats, [raise] or sink the said
ropesin suchmannerasto sufferandenablethe saidflatsto pass
by with safetyunder the saidpenaltyof ten pounds,to be re-
coveredandappliedin manneraforesaid.

PassedFebruary 8, 1766. Referred for considerationby the
King in Council, February11, 1767, andallowedto’ becomealawby
lapseof time in. accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAp-
pendix XXV, Section I, and the note t~the Act of Assembly
passedFebruary22, 1717-18,chapter230; andthe Acts of Assembly
passedApril 15, 1834,P. L. 509; (theConstitutionof 1874, Article III,
SectionVII); April 29, 1874, P. L. 73; March14, 1876, P. L. 6; April
17, 1876,P. L. 30; J~une6, 1887,P. L. 352; May 23, 1889,P. L. 277.

CHAPTER DXXXI V.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER EMPLOYMENT, RELIEF AND SUPPORTOF
THE POORWITHIN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, THE DISTRICT OF
SOUTRWARK, THE TOWNSHIPSOF MOYAMENSING AND PASSYUNK
AND THE NORTHERN LIBERTIES.

Whereasthepoorwithin thecity of Philadelphia,thedistrict
of Southwark,the townshipsof MoyamensingandPassyunk
andthe Northern Liberties are becomevery burdensomeand
expensiveto the inhabitants,andthe chargeof their supportis
likely to increase,withoutaffordingthernso comfortableasub-
sistenceas might otherwisebe supplied, for want of proper
buildingsanddueregulationsfor their employmentandrelief:

And whereasdiversinhabitantsof thisprovincearecharitably
disposedto contributelargelytowardsso good a work if such
contributorsmight be incorporatedwith proper powers and
privilegesfor carryingon andcompletingthe same,anda sum
of money could be raisedby law within the city, district and
townshipsaforesaidandappropriatedto thepurposesaforesaid:


