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OHAPTER DL!.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE COMMISSIONERSTHEREINAFTERNAMED TO
SETTLE THE ACCOUNTS OF THE MANAGERS AND TO SUE FOR AND
RECOVER FROM SEVERAL PERSONS,THEIR EXECUTORS,ADMINIS-
TRATORS AND ASSIGNS, SUCH SUMS OF MONEY AS ARE NOW DUE
AND UNPAID ON ACCOUNT OF THE LOTTERY SET UP AND DRAWN,
FOR ERECTING A HOUSE OF WORSHIPIN THE BOROUGH OF LAN-
CASTER FOR THE USE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATIONIN
AND ABOUT THE SAID BOROUGH.

Whereasit hath beenrepresentedby petition to this house
that thesocietyof peoplecalledPresbyterians,residingin and
neartheboroughof Lancasteraforesaid,being destituteof a
properplacefor public worshipand not ableof themselvesto
erecta building suitablefor that purpose,were obliged some
time sinceto haverecourseto a lottery, therebyto obtain the
assistanceof well-disposedpersonsof otherdenominations;that
thesaidsocietydid accordinglyseton foot a lottery for raising
thesum of five hundredpounds,which wasdrawnatLancaster
in the yearonethousandsevenhundredandsixty-three;that a
houseof worshipwasraisedand coveredwith all expedition
afterdrawingthesaidlottery bythepersonsappointedto settle
and collect the debts.duefrom the managersand adventurers
and to carry on thework; that the societyare, however,pre-
ventedfrom fii~ishingthebuilding or makingthesameanyway
convenientfor theusesintendedby reasonthat severalof the
saidmanagersof whom securitywasneglectedto betakenand
someof the adventurershaveneveraccountedfor andyet re-
tain in theirhandsconsiderablesumsof moneyarisingfrom the
said lottery; that the petitionersare thereforeapprehensive
thesaidbuilding will fall into decay,whereby all theexpense
andlabor hitherto bestowedmaybe renderedfruitless, unless
they can be indulgedwith the aid of a law to appointcertain
commissionersin behalfof the said society to demand and re-

cover frow the delinquent managersand others such sums of
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moneyarising from thelottery aforesaidasareyetunpaidand
to apply the sameto thepurposesoriginally intended:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby the HonorableJohn
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPenn andRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsolute
Proprietariesof the Province of Pennsylvaniaandcountiesof
Newcastle,KentandSussexuponDelaware,by andwith thead-
viceandconsentof therepresentativesof the freemenof thesaid
Provincein GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof the
same,ThatWilliam Montgomery,JohnCraigandJamesDavis,
membersof thesaidcongregation,beandtheyareherebynomi-
natedand appointedcommissionersto settle the accountsof
the said lottery with the said managers,their executors,ad-
ministratorsor assigns.

And in orderto enablethemto executeandperformthesaid
duty:

[SectionII.] Be it enactedby the authorityaforesaid;That
all and everythemanagersandsellersof tickets concernedin
thesaidlottery, theirandevery of theirexecutorsandadminis-
trators,areherebyenjoinedandrequired,within threemonths
next afterthe publicationhereofuponrequestto them or any
or either of them madeby the said commissioners,to render
fair and just accountsoi~the moneysby them or~any of them
receivedwith thedebtsto themor anyof them dueandowing
for or on accountof ticketssold, and the namesof the person
or personswho standindebtedto the said managersor any of
them, their or any of their executorsor administrators,for
ticketssold asaforesaid;anduponsettlementof suchaccounts
with the said commissioners,or a majority of them, the said
managersandsellers of tickets andevery of them, their and
every of their executorsand administrators,upon any sum of
moneybeingfoundin their handsor from themor eitherof them
dueor from. anyother personor personsto them or either of
themindebtedfor ticketspurchasedasaforesaid,shallandthey
are herebyenjoinedandrequiredforthwith to payto the said
commissioners,or a majority of them, the sumsfrOm them re-
spectivelydueto thesaidlottery.

And the better to enablethe said managersandsellers of
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tickets to settle andpay off their respectivebalancesto the
said commissioners,all adventurersand purchasersof tickets
in the said lottery are herebystrictly enjoinedand required
forthwith to payto thesaidmanagersand sellersof ticketsall
and every the sum and sumsof moneyby them respectively
owing and unpaid,and in default of paymentasaforesaidit
shallandmaybe lawful to andfor thesaidcommissioners,or a
majority of them, andto and for the managersand sellersof
ticketsin the saidlottery to suefor ~nd recoverall suchsums
of moneyby actionof debt,action on the caseor otherwiseas
may be proper, if above five poundsin any court of common
pleas-within this province,if five poundsorunderbeforeanyjus-
tice of thepeace,andupontrial to givethisactandotherlegal
proof in evidence;andif it shall appearto thecourt andjury
orto thejustice of the peaceaforesaidon anytrial by virtueof
this act beforethem respectivelyhadthat thesum demanded,
or any~partthereof,is justly due,thenthe saidcourt or justice
respectivelyshall give judgment againstthe defendantfor so
much as shall appearto be due,with costs of suit, andshall
awardexecutionfor the sameasis usuallydonein like actions
beforethem respectivelytriable and determinableby thelaws
of this province;but if no partof the sumdemandedshallap-
pear to be due asaforesaid,thenthe said court or justice re-
spectivelyshallgivejudgmentfor thecostsagainsttheplaintiff,
which costsshallbepaid out of the moneysrecoveredor col-
lectedby virtue of thisact.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid, That the said commissionersshall, with all con-
venient speed,pay all andevery the sum andsums of money
by them recoveredandcollectedinto the handsof suchperson
or personsas shallbeappointedby the said Presbyteriancon-
gregationto receivethe sameandcompletethe building afore-
said,which personor personssoreceivingthesaidsumor sums
of money areherebyenjoinedandrequiredto settle with and
accountfor thesamewith theeldersof thesaidcongregation.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That this act and every article, clauseand thing
thereincontainedshall be and continue‘in full force for and
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duringthetermof threeyearsfrom thepublicationthereofand
from thenceto the endof the nextsitting of assemblyandno
longer.

PassedFebruary 21, 1767. Referred for considerationby the
King in Council,December17, 1767,andallowed to becomealaw by
lapseof time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAp-
pendix XXVI, SectionII. Expired.

CHAPTERDLII.

AN ACT FOR AMENDING THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE
BETTEREMPLOYMENT, RELIEFAND SUPPORTOFTHE POORWITHIN
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, THE DISTRICT OF SOUTHWARK, THE
TOWNSHIPS OF MOYAMENSING AND PASSYUNK AND THE NORTH-
ERN LIBERTIES.” 1

Whereasit hasbeenrepresentedto the assemblyby theman-
agersof the contributionsfor the relief andemploymentof the
poorin the city of Philadelphiathat in pursuanceof thepowers
andauthoritiesvestedin themby the act, entitled “An act for
the better employment,relief andsupportof the poor,&c.,~’1
theyhadprocuredseverallots of ground,part thereofby pur-
chaseandthe restby thedonationof thehonorabletheproprie-
taries, andthereonhavein part erectedsuchbuildings as are
immediately necessary•to accommodatethe severalkinds of
poor intendedto be relievedandprovidedfor by the saidact,
that in the purchaseandbuildingsaforesaidthe sum of three
thousandpoundsandupwardsraisedby contribution,the sum
of two thousandpoundsborrowedby mortgageon the alms-
houselot agreeableto the directions of the said act, with a
further sum of seven hundredand fifty poundslent by the
mayorandcommona.ltyof the city of Philadelphiahavebeenall
expended,andthe saidmanagersarenow involved in aheavy
debtoverandabovethe saidsumof moneysoexpendedon the
building and purchaseaforesaid,without the means of dis-
chargingthe sameor of completingandfinishing thesaidbuild-ET
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1 PassedFebruary8, 1766, Chapter534.


