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CHAPTERDLXVIII.

AN Ac~TFOR OBLIGING THE SHERIFFS AND TREASURERS OF THE
SEVHRAL COUNTIES WITHIN THIS PROVINCEAND THE COLLECTOR
OF THE DUTIES OF TONNAGE TO GIVE SUFFICIENT SURETIES FOR
THE FAITHFUL EXECUTION OF THEIR TRUSTS.

Whereasit is expedientfor thepublicsecuritythatthesheriffs
and treasurersof the several counties witht~this province
should give suretiesin larger sums of moneythan havebeen
heretoforeaccustomedor enjoinedby law:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby the HonorableJohn
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPennandRichard Penn,Esquires,true andabsolute
Proprietariesof the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaandcountiesof
Newcastle,Kent andSussexupon Delaware,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof therepresentativesof the freemenof the
saidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof
the same,That before the sheriff of any county within this
provinceshall enterupon the duties of his office, he shall be-
comeboundin anobligationwith two or moresufficientsureties
to beapprovedof by the governorof this provincefor thetime
being: That is to say,the sheriffof the countyof Philadelphia
in the sum of six ~housandpounds,the sheriff of the county of
Bucks in the sum of two thousandpounds,the sheriff of the
county of Chesterin the sum of threethousandpounds,the
sheriff of the county of Lancasterin the sumof four thousand
pounds,the sheriff of the county of York in the sum of two
thousandpounds,thesheriffof the countyof Oumberlandin the
sumof two thousandpounds,thesheriff of the countyof Berks
in the sumof two thousandfive hundredpoundsandthe ~heriff
of the countyof Northamptonin the sum of one thousandfive
hundredpoundslawful moneyof this province,uponcondition:
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“That if heshallanddo well andtruly serveandexecuteall
theKing’s writs andprocessto him directedwithout delayand
accordingto law, and shall anddo from time to time, upon
requestto him for that purposemade,well andtruly pay, or
causeto bepaid, to the severalsuitorsandpartiesinterested
therein, their lawful attorneys,factths,agentsor assigns,all
andevery sumandsumsof moneyto themrespectivelybelong-
ing which shall cometo his hands,andshall anddo from time
to time andatall timesduring his continuancein the saidoffice
of sheriff well andfaithfully executethe saidoffice andperform
in everythingthe dutyandtrust in him reposed,thenthe said
obligationto be void Orelseto remainin full forceandvirtue.”

And that all thesaidobligationsshallbetakenin the King’s
nameand enteredupon record in the office for recording of
deedsin thecountyfor which thesaidsheriffsshallbe respect-
ively commissioned,which saidobligationsshall be and they
are herebydeclaredto beonly in trust to andfor theuseand
benefit of the personor personswho shall be injured by any
breach,neglector.omissionof dutyin suchsheriffsrespectively;
andthat whentheyshall be put in suitthereshallbeon them
thelike proceedingsasaredirectedon the bondsenjoinedto be
given by sheriffsin andby the act of generalassemblyof this
province passedin the fourth year of Queen Anne, entitled
“An actfor [the] regulatingelectionsof sheriffsandcoroners.”1

[SectionII.] Andbeit furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said, That the severaltreasurersof the respectivecounties
within this provincehereafterto beappointedfor receivingthe
levies madeand collectedfor sinking the bills of credit here-
tofore grantedto Hi~Majesty’suseshall andtheyare hereby
enjoinedandrequiredto becomeboundin an obligationwith
two or more sufficient suretiesto the commissionersof the
county for the time being: rj~hatis to say, the treasurerof
thecity andcountyof Philadelphiain the sumof six thousand
pounds,thetreasurerof thecountyof Bucks in thesumof two
thousandpounds,thetreasurerof thecountyof Chesterin the
sum of threethousandpounds,the treasurerof th~countyof
Lancasterin thesumof threethousandpounds,thetreasurerof
thecountyof York in thesumof twothousandpounds,thetreas-

1Passed~1aiiuary12, 1705-6, Chaptei~161.
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urer of the county of Cumberlandin the sum of two thousand
pounds,thetreasurerof the countyof Berksin thesumof three
thousandpounds,and the treasurerof the county of North-
amptonin thesumof twothousandpoundslawful moneyof this
.province,conditionedfor thetrueandfaithful performanceand
executionof the dutiesof their respectiveoffices;andthat the
treasurersfor the respectivecountieswho shall be hereafter
appointedto receivethe sumsof moneywhich shallbe raised
for theuseof the [said] countiesshallbecomeboundin obliga-
tionswith two or more sufficientsuretiesto the commissioners
of the county: That is to say, the treasurerof the city and
county of Philadelphiain the sum of two thousandfive hun-
dredpounds,thetreasurerfor thecountyof Bucks in thesum
of eighthundredpounds,thetreasurerforthecountyof Chester
in thesumof onethousandpounds,thetreasurerfor thecounty
of Lancasterin thesumof onethousandpounds,thetreasurer
for the countyof York in thesumof eight hundredpounds,the
treasurerfor the county of Cumberlandin the sum of eight
hundredpounds,the treasurerof the county of Berksin the
sumof onethousandpounds,and thetreasurerfor thecounty
of Northamptonin the sum of eight hundredpoundslawful
moneyof this proviuce,conditionedfor the trueand faithful
performanceandexecutionof the duties of their respectiveof-
fices.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatthecollectorof thedutiesof tonnageappointed
by theact,entitled “A supplementto theact,entitled ‘An act
for erectinga light-houseat themouthof thebayof Delawa~re,
at ornearCapeHenlopen,for placing andfixing buoys in the
saidbay andriver Delaware,~nd for appointingcommissioners
to receive,collectandrecovercertainsumsof moneyheretofore
raisedby wayof lottery andto appropriatethesameto thepur-
posesaforesaid,’~‘ shallwithin onemonthfrom thepublication
of this act becomebound in an obligationwith two or more
sufficientsuretiesto beapprovedof bythegovernorof thisprov-
ince for thetime beingin the sum of fifteen hundredpounds~
lawful moneyof this province,conditionedfor thefaithful exe-

1PassedSeptember22, 1764, Chapter515.
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cution andperformanceof the duties enjoinedandrequiredof
him by the saidreciteda~tof assembly.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the said treasurerswho shall be hereafterap-
pointedfor receivingthe leviesmadeandcollectedfor sinking
the bills of credit heretoforegrantedto His Majesty’suseshall
andthey are herebyenjoinedand,requiredyearly and every
yearto lay beforethe committeeof assemblyfor thetimebeing
appointedfor settling the public accountstheir several and
respectiveaccounts,togetherwith the duplicatesor accountsof
theratesandassessmentsof their respectivecountiesdelivered
them by the county commissioners,and.that on or beforethe
first dayof Septemberin everyyear,which saidaccountsof such
treasurersshallbe finally adjustedandsettledby thesaidcom-
mittee;andin caseanytreasurerof the saidcountiesshallneg-
lect or refuseto accountandsettlewith the saidcommitteein
mannerandon orbeforethetimeaforesaid,everysuchtreasurer
shall forfeit all his commissionsarising on the moneyswhich
hathorshallcometo hishandsastreasurerfor thecurrentyear,
anylaw, usageor customto the contraryin anywise notwith-
standing;andthat eachof the said treasurerswho shall pro-
ducetheir saidaccountsandsettlewith the saidcommitteein
manneraforesaidshall be allowed threepencefor every mile
in coming from their respectiveplacesof ~.bodeandthe same
for eachmile in returning.

[SectionV.] And beit furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said,That so muchof the saidrecitedactof generalassembly•
of this province,entitled “An act for regulatingthe electionsof
sheriffsandcoroners,”1 andof anotheractof generalassembly,
entitled “An act for the preventingbribery and corruptionin
the election of sheriffs and coronerswithin this province,” ~
asrelatesto the securitiesto be givenby the sheriffsof thesev-
eral countieswithin tbi~province,somuchof theactof general
assemblyof this province,entitled “An act for raising county
ratesandlevies,”’ asrelatesto the suretiesto be given by the

‘PassedJanuary12, 170~-6,Chapter161.
‘PassedMarch11, 1752, Chapter397.
1PassedMarch 20, 1724-25,Chapter284.
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countytreasurers,andsomuch of the act, entitled “An act for
grantingthe sum of sixty thousandpoundsto the King’s use
andfor striking fifty-five thousandpoundsthereof in bills of
credit,andto providea fund for sinking the same,”1 asrelates
to thesecuritiesto be givenby the treasurersof the respective
countiesappointedto receivethe levies andbills of credit col-
lected for sinking the moneys grantedto His Majesty’s use
shallbeandareherebydeclaredto berepealed,null andvoid.

PassedSeptember26, 1767. Confirmedby the King In Council
March6, 1769. SeeAppendix XXVI, SectionIII.

As to SectionI, seetheActs of Assemblyp’assedMarch~5,1780,
Chapter1488; March 28, 1808, P. L. 497; April 15, 1884, P. L. 537;
April 21, 1876, P. L. 46.

As to SectionsII-IV, seetheActs of AssemblypassedApril 11,
1799,Chapter2095; March 30, 1811,P. L. 145; April 8, 1826,P. L. 260;
April 15, 1828, P. L. 491; April 15, 1834,P. L. 537; May 27, 1841, P. L.
400; February2, 1854, P. L. 21; May 7, 1855, P. L. 495; February18,
1871, P. L. 88.

Thepower of thestatesto imposetonnagedutieswastakenaway
by Article I, SectionVIII, of theConstitutionof theUnited States,
whichconseq~ientlyabolishedthestateoffice of collectorof tonnage
duties.

CHAPTER DLXIX.

AN ACT FOR THE SUPPORTOF THE GOVERNMENTOF THIS PROVINCE

AND PAYMENT OF THE PUBLIC DEBTS.

Whereasby anactof generalassemblyof thisprovincepassed
in thispresentyearof His Majesty’sreign, entitled“An actfor
raisingthe sum of twentythousandpoundsfor the supportof
the governmentof this province and payment of the public
debts,”1the sum of twentythousandpoundsin bills of credit
weremadeanddepositedin theprovincial treasury,with which
the treasurerwas directedto pay off and dischargeall such
drafts and certificatesas had beenbefore the passingof ‘the
saidactmadeby orderof assembly,andin casethereshouldre-

1PassedNovember27, 1755,Chapter406.
2 PassedMay 20, 1767,Chapter559.


