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caseto the court andthereuponthe said court may as they
shall see causeand as justice andequity shall requireorder
anddirect the sheriff or otherproperofficer for the timebeing
to perfectsuch title by executinga deedfor the sameto the
plaintiff or purchaser,his heirsor assigns,anduponsuchorder
obtainedasaforesaidandentereduponthe recordsof the same
court it shall andmaybe lawful to andfor anysheriff or other
properofficer for the time being, accordingto the direction of
the said order,andthey are herebyempoweredandrequired,
uponpaymentof such costsand chargesas remainunpaidto
the formersheriff or otherproperofficer to make,seal,deliver,
executeandacknowledgeanydeedanddeeds,andto perform
anddo anyothermattersandthingsthat by the formersheriff
or otherproperofficer, might, could or ought to havebeenper-
formedor donein or aboutthepremises,which, whendoneand
performed,shallbeheldandadjudgedasvalid andeffectualin
law asif doneandperformedby the sheriff or otherbfficer who
tookthe saidlands,tenementsandhereditamentsin execution.

PassedFebruary24, 1770. Confirmedby theKing in Council, May
24, 1771. SeeAppendix XXVII, SectionIII, andthe noteto theAct
of AssemblypassedJanuary12, 1705-6,Chapter152.

OHAPTER DOV.

•AN ACT FORTHE BETTER CONFIRMATION OF THE ESTATESOF PER-
SONS HOLDING OR CLAIMING UNDER FEME-COVERTS, AND FOR
ESTABLISHINGA MODE BY WHICH HUSBAND AND WIFE MAY HERE-
AFTER CONVEY THEIR ESTATES.

Whereasit hathbeenheretoforethe customandusageever
sincethe settlementof this province in transferringthe es-
tatesof fernecoverts,in manycasesfor the husbandandWife to
executethe deedor conveyancein the presenceof witnesses
only, andin othercasesaftersuchexecutionto acknowledgethe
samebeforea justice of the peaceor a justice of the county
court of commonpleasor beforeone of the judgesof the su-
premecourt, the saidwife being separateandapartfrom her
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husbandexamined,by meanswhereof a very greatnumberof
bona fide purchasersfor a valuable considerationunder such
deedsandconveyancesare now becomethe just andequitable
ownersandpossessorsof suchestates:

Andwhereassomedoubtshavearisenwhetherthesaiddeeds
are sufficiently valid in law to transfer and passthe estate
of the wife in andto thelands,tenementsandhereditamentsby
thesaiddeedsandconveyancesintendedto be transferredand
conveyed;and it is but just andreasonablethat the saidpur-
chasersshouldbequietedandsecuredandhave,holdandenjoy
the lands, tenementsand hereditamentsintendedby the said
deedsandconveyancesto be transferredandconveyedaccord-
ing to thetrueintent andmeaningthereof:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby the HonorableJohn
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPennandRichardPenn,Esquires,true andabsolute
Proprietariesof the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaandcountiesof
Newcastle,Kent and Sussexupon Delaware,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the representativesof the freemenof the
saidProvincein GeneralAssemblymet,andbythe authorityof
the same, That no grant, bargainandsale,lease,release,feoff-
ment, deed, conveyanceor assurancewhatsoeverheretofore
hona fide madeandexecutedby husbandandwife in manner
aforesaidof any lands, tenementsandhereditamentswhatso-
evershall be deemed,held or adjudgedinvalid or defectivein
law or avoidedor prejudiced,but that all and everythe said
grants,bargainsandsales,releases,feoffments,deeds,convey-
ancesandassurancesshall be and are herebydeclaredto be
goodandvalid in law for the transferringandpassingthe es-
tatés,rights,titles andinterestsof suchhusbandandwife ac-
cordingto the trueintent andmeaningof the of the [sic] wordS
thereof;savingto every personandpersons,bodiespolitic and
corporate, whatsoever(other than to the said husbandand
wife), their heirs andsuccessorsall suchrights, titles, estates,
claims and interestsas they, or any of them, have or ought
to haveof, in or to the saidlands,tenementsandbereditaments.

And in orderto establishamodeby which husbandandwife
mayhereafterconveytheestateof thewife:
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[SectionII.] Be it enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That
whereanyhusbandandwife shallhereafterincline to dispose
of andconveythe estateof the wife, or her right of, in or to
any lands, tenementsor hereditamentswhatsoever,it shall
andmaybelawful to andfor thesaidhusbandandwife to make,
seal, deliver andexecuteany grant, bargainand sale, lease,
release,feoffment, deed,conveyanceor assurancein the law
whatsoeverfor thelands,tenementsandhereditamentsintend-
ed to be by thempassedandconveyed,andafter suchexecution
to appearbefore one of the judges of the supremecourt or
beforeanyjusticeof the county court of commonpleasof and
for the county wheresuch land, tenementsor hereditaments
shall lie, and to acknowledgethe said deedor conveyance,
[which] judgeor justiceshallandhe is herebyauthorizedand
requiredto take suchacknowledgement,in doing whereof he
shallexaminethe wife separateandapartfrom her husband,
andshall reador otherwisemake known the full contentsof
such deedor conveyanceto the saidwife; and if upon such
separateexaminationsheshalldeclarethatshedid voluntarily
and of her own free will andaccord seal,andas her act and
deeddeliver the saiddeedor conveyanve,without anycoercion
or compulsionof her saidhusband,every suchdeedor convey-
anceshallbeandthe sameis herebydeclaredto be good and
valid in law to all intentsandpurposesas if the saidwife had
beensole andnot covert at the time of such sealing andde-
livery, anylaw, usageandcustomto the contrary[in anywise]
notwithstanding.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That all deedsand conveyancesmadeandexecuted
by husbandand wife not residingwithin this province and
brought hither to~be recordedin the county wherethe lands
lie (the acknowledgementsthereof being taken andmadein
the mannerhereinbeforedirectedbefore any mayor or chief
magistrateor officer of the cities, townsor placeswhere such
deedsor conveyancesareor shallbe madeor executed,andcerti-
fied under the commonor public seal of suchcities~towns or
places)shallbe asvalid andeffectualin law as if the samehad
beenmadeandacknowledgedin manneraforesaidbeforeany
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judge of the supremecourt of this province or before any
justice of the court of commonpleasfor the countywherethe
lands lie, anythingherein containedto the contrarynotwith-

standing.
PassedFebruary24, 1170. Confirmed by the King in Council,

May 24, 1771. SeeAppendixXXVII, SectionIII, andthe note to
theAct of AssemblypassedMay 28, 1715, Chapter208; andtheActs
of Assembly passedAugust 31, 1778, Chapter804; April 8, 1785,
Chapter 1163; April 13, 1791, Chapter1575; September30, 1791,
Chapter1601; April 11, 1799, Chapter2091; February7, 1803, P. L.
305; January20, 1806, P. L. 304; March 18, 1814, P. L. 132;
March 18, 1816, P. L. 160; January 9, 1817, P. L. 16; March
23, 1819, P. L. 144; April 3, 1826, P. L. 187; January16, 1827, P.
L. 9; April 14, 1828, P. L. 447; February19, 1885, P. L. 39; April
13, 1840, P. L. 303; (the two Acts of Assembly passed)April 16,
1840, P. L. 357, 410; May 5, 1841, P. L. 350; April 6, 1843, P. L.
175; (the two Actsof Assemblypassed)April 11,1848,P. L. 525, 536;
January24, 1849,P. L. 676; April 9, 1849,P. L. 524; April 10, 1849, P.
L. 619; April 2, 1850, P. L. 312; April 25, 1850, P. L. 569; March 15,
1851, P. L. 163; April 15, 1851, P. L. 661; March18, 1852,P. L. 645;
April 18, 1853, P. L. 567; May 5, 1854,P. L. 572; December14, 1854,
P. L. (1855) 724; AprIl 11, 1856, P. L. 315; April 21, 1856, P. L. 484;
AprIl 2, 1859, P. L. 352; Apr11 6, 1859, P. L. 383; (the two Acts of
Assemblypassed)April 22, 1863,P. L. 533, 548; August10, 1864, P. Ii.

962; March22, 1865,P. L. 30; April 12, 1866,P. L. 864; April 17, 1866,
P. L. 1004; April 23, 1866, P. L. 1034; May 17, 1866, P. L. 1085;
April 10, 1867, P. I.. 67; February23, 1870, P. L. 82; March 22, 1870,
P. L. 526; March 28, 1870, P. L. 619; May 25, 1874,P. L. 222; May 26,
1874,P. L. 229; April 28, 1816,P. I,. 52; May 18, 1876,P. L. 158; March
23, 1877, P. L. 29; May 25, 1878, P. L. 149; May 12, 1891, P. L. 53;
June1, 1891, P. I~.159; May 19, 1893,P. L. 108; May 25, 1893,P. L,
186; (the two Acts of Assemblypassed)June9, 1897,P. L. 212, 214;
May 6, 1899, P. L. 257.

CHAPTERDCVI.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT TO ENABLE THE
OWNERS AND POSSESSORSOF A CERTAIN TRACT OF MARSH AND
MEADOW LAND THEREIN DESCRIBED, SITUATE IN THE COUNT~OF
CHESTER, TO KEEP THE BANKS, DAMS, SLUICES AND FLOODGATES
IN REPAIR AND TO RAISE A FUND TO DEFRAY THE EXPENSE
THEREOF.”I

Whereasin andby theact to whichthis act is asupplement
diverspersonswereappointedto dividethe dams,sluices,flood-

I PassedFebruary20, 1768, Chapter577,


