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1788, Chapter 1376; March 11, 1789w Chapter 1394; April 2, 1790,
Chapter1509; March30, 1791, Chapter1541; March 12, 1800, Chapter
2128; March 26, 1808,P. L. 117; March30, 1811, P. L. 141; March 24,
1812, P. L. 146; March22, 1813,P. L. 136; March 19, 1816, P. L. 195;
March 3, 1818,P. L. 136; March16, 1819,P. L. 129; March6, 1820,P.
L. 54; March30, 1821, P. L. 150; March9, 1826, P. L. 71; April 13,
1827, P. L. 263; March19, 1828, P. L. 190; April 12, 1828, P. L. 320;
April 8, 1833, P. L. 222; April 3, 1841, P. L. 144; Apr1112~1845,P. L.
380; February17, 1847, P. L. 114; March 7, 1848,P. L. 110; February
27, 1847, P. L. 181; May 3, 1850, P. L. 666; April 8, 1851, P. L. 858;
April 14, 1851, p. L. 569; April 15, 1851, P. L. 662; April 28, 1851,
P. L. 724; May 15, 1851,P. L. 858; May 1, 1852, P. L. 508; March 26,
1853, P. L. 228; April 18, 1853,P. L. 511; February2, 1854, P. L. 21;
(thetwo Acts of Assemblypassed)May 8, 1854,P. L. 637,670; April
21, 1855, P. L. 264; May 13, 1856, P. L. 567; April 19, 1864, P. L. 491;
April 20,1864, P. L. 515; February28, 1865, P. L. 228; March14, 1867,
P. L. 440; April 11, 1868,P. L. 862; March29, 1869,P. L. 22; April 20,
1869, P. L. 1187; April 26, 1870, P. L. 1269; February17, 1871,P. L.
5~February7, 1872, P. L. 92; February14, 1872, P. L. 109; May 3,
1876,P. L. 99; June1, 1883, P. L. 56; June1, 1885, P. L. 37; April 6,
1887,P. L. 18; June8, 1893, P. L. 360; July 14, 1897,P. I,. 266; May 5,
1899, P. L. 193; June5, 1901, P. L. 469.

CHAPTERDCXXXVII.

AN ACT TO ENABLE PETER MIERKEN, SUGAR REFINER, TO HOLD
LANDS AND TO INVEST HIM WITH THE PRIVILEGESOF A NATURAL-
BORN SUBJECTOF THIS PROVINCE.

Whereasthe said PeterMierken, who was bornat the im~
penaland Hanseaticcity of Hamburg,in Germany,hastrans-
ported himself into this province,and since his arrival and
residencethereinhasalwaysdemeanedhimselfpeaceablyand
paid a dueregardand obedienceto thelaws and government
thereof:

AndwhereasthesaidPeterMierken,beinga Protestant,has,
in demonstrationof his zealandaffection for His presentMa-
jesty’spersonand governmenttakenandsubscribedthe oaths
andmade,repeatedandsubscribedthedeclarationdirectedto
be takenand subscribedby an act of Parliamentmadein the
first yearof thereignof His MajestyGeorgetheFirst, entitled
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“An act [for the] furthersecurityof His Majesty’spersonand
governmentandthesuccessionof the crownin theheirsof the
late PrincessSophia,beingProtestants)andfor extinguishing
thehopesof thepretendedPrinceof Wales,his openandsecret
abettors,”andhashumblysignifiedto therepresentativesofthe
freemenof this provincehis earnestdesireof beingmadea par-
takerof thebenefitsandprivilegeswhichthenatural-bornsub-
jectsof GreatBritain do enjoywithin thesame:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby the HonorableJohn
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPennandEichardPenn,Esquires,true and absolute
Propnietaniesof the Provinceof Pennsylvaniaand countiesof
Newcastle,Kent and SussexuponDelaware,by andwith the
adviceandconsentof the representativesof thefreemenof the
said Provincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthority
of thesame,ThatthesaidPeterMierkenshallbeandis hereby
declaredto be to all intentsandpurposesfreeandfully ableto
trade,traffic, load,freightandtransportall andall mannerof
goods,waresandmerchandisesnotby law prohibitedto be im-
portedor exportedasif hewasa naturalsubjectof theICing of
GreatBritain, born in this province; and is also’herebyad-
judgedableand capableto all, intents and purposesto take,
receive,have,hold andenjoyall andall mannerof lands,tene-
ments,hereditamentsandrealestateby purchaseor gift of any
personorpersons,bodiespolitic andcorporatewhatsoever,and
to sue,prosecute,maintain,avowandjustify all andall manner
of actions,suits andcauseswhatsoever;andto have,hold and
enjoy [all] and every the rights, liberties,privileges, advant-
ages,benefitsandimmunities,belongingto His Majesty’sliege
peopleandnaturalsubjectsborn within this provinceaslaw-
fully, fully andfreelyasif he hadbeenborn a naturalsubject
within this province,any law, customor usageto the contrary
notwithstanding.

PassedMarch9, 1771. Referredfor considerationby theKing in
Council, October9, 1771, andallowed to becomea law by lapseof
time in, accordancewith the proprietarycharter. See Appendix
XXIX,


