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PassedMarch 21, 1772. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council, January15, 1773, andallowed to becomealaw by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter. SeeAppendix
XXX, and thenote to theAct of Assembly passedNovember27,
1700, Chapter51; andthe Act of Assembly passedFebruary 26,
1773, Chapter675. Repealedby theAct of AssemblypassedMarch
18, 1775, Chapter709.

CHAPTERDOXLII.

AN ACT FOR RENDERING JUSTICES OF THE PEACE MORE SAFE IN
THE IhXECIJTION OF THEIR OFFICE, AND FOR INDEMNIFYING CON-
STABLES AND OTHERS ACTING IN OBEDIENCE TO THEIR WAR-
RANTS.

Whereasjusticesof thepeacemaybediscouragedin theexe-
cution of theirofficeby vexatiousactionsbroughtagainstthem
for or by reasonof small andinvoluntary errorsin theirpro-
ceedings:

And whereasit is necessarythat theyshouldbe,asfar asis
consistentwith justiceandthesafetyandliberty of thesubjects
over whom their authority extends,renderedsafein the exe-
cutionof thesaidoffice andtrust:

And whereasit is also necessarythat the subjectshouldbe
protectedfrom all willful and oppressiveabuseof the several
laws committedto the careand executionof the saidjustices
of the peace:

[SectionI.] Beit thereforeenactedbytheHonorableRichard
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPennandJohnPenn,Esquires,trueandabsolutePro-
prietariesof theProvinceof Pennsylvania,by andwith thead-
vice and consentof the representativesof the freemenof the
said Provincein GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authority
of thesame,Thatfrom andafterthepublicationof this act no
writ shallbesuedout againstnoranycopy of anyprocessatthe
suit of a subjectshall beservedon any justiceof thepeacefor
anythingby him donein theexecutionof his office, until notice
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in writing of suchintendedwrit or processshallhavebeende-
livered to him or left attheusualplaceof hisabodeby theparty,
hisattorneyor agentwhointendsto sueor causethesameto be
suedout or servedatleastthirty daysbeforethe suingout or
servingthe same,in which noticeshallbe clearlyandexplicitly
containedthe causeof action which the said party hath or
claimethto haveagainstsuchjusticeof the peace,on the back
of which notice shall be indorsedthe nameof suchattorney
or agent,togetherwith the placeof his abode,who shallbe en-
titled to thefeeof twentyshillingsfor thepreparingandserving
suchnoticeandno more.

[Section II.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatit shallandmaybelawful to andforsuchjustice
of the peaceat any time within thirty daysafter suchnotice
given asaforesaidto tenderamendsto theparty complainingor
his or her agentor attorney;andin casethe sameis not ac-
cepted,to pleadsuchtenderin bar to anyactionto bebrought
againsthim, groundedcm suchwrit or process,togetherwith
thepleaof notguilty andanyotherpleawith leaveof thecourt,
andif upon issuejoined thereonthe jury shall find theamends
sotenderedto havebeensufficient,thentheyshallgive averdict
for the defendant;andin suchcaseor in casetheplaintiff shall
becomenonsuit or shall discontinuehis or her action, or in
casejudgmentshallbe given for suchdefendantor defendants
upon demurrer,s~ichjustice shall beentitled to the like costs
ashe would havebeenentitledunto in casehehadpleadedthe
generalissueonly, andif uponissueso joinedthejury shallfind
thatno amendsweretenderedor thatthesamewereinsufficient,
andalso against the defendantor defendants,on suchother
pleaor pleas,thentheyshallgive averdict for the plaintiff and
suchdamagesastheyshallthink proper,which he or sheshall
recover,togetherwith his or her costsof suit.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That no such plaintiff shall recover any verdict
against such justice in any casewhere the action shall be
groundedon any act of the defendantas justiceof the peace,
unlessit is proveduponthe trial of suchactionthatsuchnotice
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wasgivenasaforesaid,but in defaultthereofsuchjusticeshall
recoveraverdict andcostsasaforesaid.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatin casesuchjusticeshall neglectto tenderany
amendsor shall havetenderedinsufficient amendsbefore the
action brought,it shall andmaybe lawful for him by leave of
the courtwheresuchactionshalldependat anytime beforeis-
suejoined to payinto court suèhsum of moneyas heshall see
fit; whereuponsuchproceedings,ordersandjudgmentsshallbe
had,madeandgiven in andby such court as in other actions
wherethe defendantis allowedto paymoneyinto court.

[Section V.1 And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatno evidenceshallbe permittedto be givenby the
plaintiff on thetrial of anysuchactionasaforesaidof anycause
of actionexceptsuch as is containedin the noticeherebydi-
rectedto be given.

[Section VI.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That from andafterthe publicationhereofno action
shallbebroughtagainstanyconstableor officer or anyperson
or personsactingby his or their order and in his aid for any-
thing donein obedienceto any warrant under the hand and
sealof anyjusticeof thepeaceuntil demandbathbeenmadeor
left at the usualplace of his abodeby theparty or partiesin-
tendingto bring such action, or by his, her or their attorney
oragent,in writing, signedby thepartydemandingthe same,of
the perusalandcopy of suchwarrant duly certified under his
hand,andthesamebathbeenneglectedor refusedfor the space
of six daysafter suchdemand,and in caseafter suchdemand
and compliancetherewith,by showing the said warrant and
giving a copy thereof certified as aforesaid, to the party de-
manding the same, any action shall be brought againstsuch
constableor other personor personsactingin his aid for any
suchcauseasaforesaid,without making suchjusticeor justices
who signedor sealedthe saidwarrantdefendantor defendants,
thaton producingandproving suchwarrantatthe trial of such
actionthe jury shallgivetheir verdict for the defendantor de-
fendants,~notwithstanding anydefector defectsof jurisdiction
in suchjusticeor justices;andif suchactionbebroughtjointly
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againstsuchjusticeor justicesandalsoagainstsuchconstable
or otherofficer or personor personsacting in his or their aid as
aforesaid,thenon proof of suchwarrantthe jury shall find for
suchconstableor otherofficer andpersonor personsso acting
as aforesaid,notwithstanding such defect of jurisdiction as
aforesaid;andif theverdict shallbegiven againstthejusticeor
justices,that in such casethe plaintiff or plaintiffs shall re-
cover his, her or their costsagainsthim or them, to be taxed
in suchmannerby the properofficer asto includesuchcostsas
suchplaintiff or plaintiffs are liable to payto suchdefendant
ordefendantsfor whomsuchverdictshallbe foundasaforesaid:
Providedalways, That wherethe plaintiff in any such action
againstanyjustice of thepeaceshall obtaina verdict, in case
thejusticesbeforewhom thecauseshallbe tried shall in open
court certify on the backof therecordthattheinjury for which
such action was broughtwas willfully andmaliciously com-
mitted,theplaintiff shallbeentitledto haveandreceivedouble
costsof suit.

[SectionVII.] Providedalways,andbeit furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatno actionshallbebroughtagainst
anyjusticeof thepeacefor anythingdonein theexeeution-&fhis
office or againstanyconstableor otherofficer orpersonor per-
Sonsacting asaforesaid,unlesscommencedwithin six months
aftertheactcommitted.

PassedMarch 21, 1773. Referredfor considerationby the King
in Council, January15, 1773, and allowed to become a law by
lapse of time in accordancewith the proprietary charter. See
AppendixXXX, andtheActs of AssemblypassedJanuary14, 1804,
P. L. 16; March28, 1820, P. L. 156.

CHAPTERDCXLIII.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF RICHARD STEVENSWITH RESPECTTO

THE IMPRISONMENT OF HIS PERSON.

WhereasRichardStevens,late of the city of Philadelphia,
merchant,but now of PerthAmboy, in theprovinceof ~TewJer-


