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CHAPTERDCXLVI.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF WILLIAM FARIES, JOHN GILLIARD,
CHARLES HICKS AND JOHN REYNOLDS, LANGUISHING PRISONERS
IN THE GAOL OF PHILADELPHIA, AND WILLIAM BENNETT AND
FALIX McCOWAN, LANGUISHING PRISONERSIN THE GAOL OF YORK
COUNTY, WITH RESPECTTO THE IMPRISONMENT OF THEIR PER-
SONS.

Whereasit has beenrepresentedto the assemblyof this
provinceby the severalpetitionsof William Panes,JohnGil-
hard,CharlesHicks andJohnReynoldsthat theyarelanguish-
ing prisonersin the gaolof Philadelphia,andby thepetitionsof
William BennettandFauxMcOowanthat theyarelanguishing
prisonersin the gaolof the county of York, andthat although
theyarewilling to assignoverall their respectiveeffectsto the
useof their respectivecreditorsfor the paymentof their respec-
tive debtsandto dischargesuchas shall thereafterremainun-
paidassoonasby their industrytheycanfind meansof satisfy-
ing suchcreditors,yet by their imprisonmenttheyaredisabled
from putting in executioBtheir just intentionsandarereduced
to greatdistress:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby theHonorableRichard
Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable
ThomasPennandJohnPenn,Esquires,true andabsolutePro-
pnietaniesof the Provinceof Pennsylvania,by andwith thead-
vice andconsentof the representativesof the freemenof the
saidProvince in GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthonity
of the same,That the justices of the countycourt of common.
pleasfor thecountyof Philadelphia,or anythreeof them,on ap-
plicationto themfor thatpurposein writing madeby the said
William Panes,JohnGilliard, CharlesHicks andJohnRey-
nolds, or either of them; andthat the justices of the court of
commonpleasfor the county of York, or any threeof them,on
applicationfor thatpurposein writing madeasaforesaidby the
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said William BennettandFalix McCowan,or either of them,
shallappointacertaindayandplacefor holdinga specialcourt
of commonpleasin theirrespectivecounties,whereofduenotice
shall begiven to the creditor or creditorsat whosesuits they
respectivelystandcharged,by leaving thesamein writing at
his, heror theirlastplaceof abode,at which timesand places
co appointedby the saidcourts, respe~ctively,theythe saidre-
spectivecourtsshallby anorderor rule of courtcausethe said
William Panes,John Gilliard, CharlesHicks and John Rey-
nolds andWilliam BennettandFauxMcCowanseverallyand
respectivelyto be broughtbeforetheir saidrespectivecourts,
andthesaidcourtsrespectivelyshallatthetimesappointedas
aforesaid,in thepresenceof thesaid creditororcreditors,if he
or theywill bepresent,administerto thesaidWilliam Panics,
~JohnGilliard, CharlesHicks and JohnReynoldsand William
Bennettand Faux McCowan, separatelyand respectively,an
oathor affirmation accordingto law to thefollowing effect, to
“wit:

Thattheaccountby him deliveredinto that honorablecourt
•in his petitionto thesaid courtdothcontainatrue andperfect
accountof all his rea1and personalestate,debts,creditsand
effectswhatsoeverwhichheorany in trustforhim haveoratthe
time of his saidpetitionbadoris orwasin anyrespectentitled
to, in possession,remainderorreversion,exceptingthewearing
apparelandbeddingfor himself and family not exceedingten
poundsin valuein thewhole, andthat hehasnot at any time
sincehis imprisonmentor before,directly or indirectly, sold,
leased,assignedor otherwisedisposedof or madeover in tru~t
for himself or otherwise,other thanasmentionedin suchac-
count, anypart of his lands, estate,goods,stock,money, debts
~r otherreal or personalestatewherebyto haveor expectany
benefit or profit to himself or family or to defraudany of his
creditorsto whom he is indebted.

AndthesaidWilliam Faries,JohnGilliard andCharlesHicks
~andJohnReynoldsand William BennettandFaux McGowan
havingrespectivelytakensuchoathoraffirmationin opencourt
.andtheir severalcreditorsfailing to discoveranyeffectsor es-
tate belongingto suchdeponentomitted in his said account,
~andthesaidWilliam Panics,JohnGilhiard, OharlesHicks and
.JohnReynoldsandWilliam BennettandFalix McGowansev-
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erally making assignmentsto any one ormoreof thecreditors
asthesaidrespectivecourtsshallorder anddirectin trust for
all their respectivecreditorsof all theirlands,goodsandeffects
containedin suchaccountby a short indorseinentthereon,by
which saidassignmentthe estate,interestand propertyof the
lands,goodsandeffectssoassignedshallbevestedin theperson
or personsto whom suchassignmentshall be made,who may
takepossessionof thesamein his ortheir ownnameornames
andafterwhichno releaseof thesaidWilliam Panes,JohnGil-
hard,CharlesHicks andJohnReynoldsandWilliam Benne±t
andFaux McGowan,or anyof them, theirexecutorsoradmin-
istrators,shall beany dischargeagainstor bar to theassignees
aforesai~I,thenthesaidrespectivecourtsshall causeand order
thesaidWilliam Faries,JohnGilhiard,CharlesHicks andJohn
Reynoldsand William Bennett and Faux McGowan, respec-
tively, to bedischargedfrom their imprisonmentaforesaid.

[SectionII. J Andbeit furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said,Thatthepersonsof thesaidWilliam Faries,JohnGilhiard,
CharlesHicks and JohnReynoldsand William Bennettand
Falix McGowan,respectively,aftersuchhis or their discharge
asaforesaid,shall not at anytimehereafterbe imprisonedfor
anydebtsbeforethetimeof suchdischargecontracted.

Provided,nevertheless,ThatthedischargeofthesaidWilliam
Panes,John Gihliard, CharlesHicks andJohnReynoldsand
William BennettandFahix McGowanby virtueof thisactshall
not acquit or dischargeanyotherpersonfrom suchdebt,sum
or sumsof money for which suchpersonnow is boundor en-
gagedwith the said William Fanies,John Gilliard, Charles
Hicks and John Reynolds and William Bennettand Falix
McGowan, or any of them, nor any lands, goods, chattelson
othereffectswhichtheythesaiddebtorsrespectivelymayhere-
afterrequire[8i0].

[SectionIII.J Providedalsoandbe it furtherenactedby the
authority aforesaid,That if the said debtors,or any of them,
shalluponanyindictmentfor takinga falseandcorruptoathor
affirmationin anymatteror thing containedin thesaidoathor
affirmationbe convictedby his own confessionor by thever-
dict of twelve men,the saidpersonor persons[so] convicted
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shallsufferall thepains,penaltiesanddisabilitieswhichby law
maybe inflicted on anypersonconvictedof willful andcorrupt
perjury,andshalllikewisebeliableto bearrested,takenandim-
prisonedupon any processde novo and chargedin execution
for thesamedebtin thesamemannerasif theyhadneverbeen
in executionor dischargedbefore, andshall forever after be
bai~redof anybenefit of this act.

PassedMarch 21, 1772. Referredfor considerationby theKing
in Council,January15, 1773,andallowed to becomealawby lapseof
time in accordancewith the proprietarycharter. SeeAppendix

- xxx.

CHAPTERDCXLVII.

AN ACT FOR RAISING A FUND TO PAY THE DAMAGES DONE BY DOGS
WITHIN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA AND THE
COUNTY OF BUCKS.

Whereasmanyof theinhabitantsof the city and county of
Philadelphiaandcountyof Buckshavesustainedgreatdamages
by dogskilling andwoundingtheir sheepwithout any redress
or legalremedyagainsttheownerorownersof suchdogs:

And whereasthe said miechiefshave in a great measure
arisenfromthenumberof uselessandunnecessarydogskeptby
theinhabitantsof thesaidcity andcounties:

Forremedywhereof:
[~ectionI.] Be it enactedby the HonorableRichardPenn,

Esquire,Lieutenant-Governorunder the Honorable Thomas
PennandJohnPenn,Esquires,trueand absolutePropnietaries
of theProvinceof Pennsylvania,by andwith theadviceandcon-
sentof therepresentativesofthefreemenof thesaidProvincein
GeneralAssemblymet,andby, theauthority of thesame,That
thereshallafterthepublicationof this act throughoutthesaid
city andcountiesberaised,levied,collectedandpaidyearlyand
everyyearfor everydogabovetheageof threemonthsof what
sizeor kind soeverwhich anypersonor personsshallown,keep
or bepossessedof within thesame,theratesandsumsof money


