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CHAPTER DCLX.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF SUCH PERSONSAS CONSCIENTIOUSLY
SCRUPLETHE TAKING OF AN OATH IN THE COMMON FORM.

Whereasit is enactedanddeclaredin andby theact of gen-
eral assemblypassedin the twelfth andthirteenthyearsof His
Majesty William theThird, eirtitled “A.n actconcerningliberty
of conscience,”1 “That no persondwellingorresidingwithin this
provincewhoshallprofessfaith in GodtheFatherandin Jesus
Christ his only Sonandin the Holy Spirit, oneGodblessedfor
evermore,andshallacknowledgetheHoly Scripturesof the Old
andNewTestamentto begiven by Divineinspiration,andwhen
lawfully requiredshall professanddeclarethat theywill live
peaceablyunderthe civil government,shallnot in anycasebe
molestedor prejudicedfor his or her conscientiouspersuasion,
but shall freelyandfully enjoyhi~or her christianliberty in all
respectswithout molestationor interruption:“

And whereasmanyof theprotestantinhabitantsof this prov-
incewhomakethesaidprofessionsof religion andlive peaceably
under the governmentthereof cannotfor consciencesaketake
anoathin thecommonformby layingthe handuponandkissing
thebookwhentheretolegallyrequired,someof whom by reason
thereofhavesuffered imprisonment,andyet do not scrupleto
take an oathin the mannerandform hereinafterspecified:

And forasmucha~justice cannot be well administeredin
many caseswithout their assistance:

[Section I.] Be it therefore enacted by the Honorable
Richard Penn, Esquire,Lieutenant-Governorunderthe Hon-
orableThomasPennandJohnPenn,Esquires,true andabso-
luteProprietariesof theProvinceof Pennsylvania,by andwith
theadviceandconsentof the representativesof the freemenof
the said Province in GeneralAssembly met, and by the au-
thority of the same,That all andall mannerof crimes offenses

1 January12, 1705-6,Chapter115.
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matters,causesandthingswhatsoeverto be inquiredof, heard,
tried anddeterminedor doneor performedby virtue of anylaw
in. this province or otherwise,shall andmay be inquired of,
heard,tried anddeterminedby judges,justices,witnessesand
inquest and all other personsqualifying themselvesaccord-
ing to their conscientiouspersuasions,respectively,either by
takingthe solemnaffirmation, or anoathin theusualandcom-
mon form by laying the handupon andkissing the boo1~,or by
lifting up the right handandpronouncingor assentingto the
following words:

I, A. B., do swearbyAlmighty God,the Searcherof all Hearts,.
that Iwill

And that asI shallanswerto God atthe greatDay.
Which oathsotakenby personswho conscientiouslyrefuseto

takean oathin the commonform shallbe deemedandtakenin
law to havethe sameeffect with an oathtakenin the common
form.

[SectionII.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid,That if any person or personsshall be legally con-
victedof takingafalseoathin the form hereinparticularly pre-
scribed,every suchpersonor personsso offending shall incur
andsufferthesamepains,penalties,disabilitiesandforfeitures
aspersonsconvictedof willful andcorruptperjury do incur and
sufferby thelaws of GreatBritain.

[Section III.] Provided always nevertheless,That nothing
in this act containedshall beheld,deemedor construedto ex-
tend to enableany such personor personsto receive,takeor
exerciseanyoffice, judicial or ministerial,beforeheortheyshall
taketheoathor oathsto thegovernmentusuallytakenby such
officersbeforetheyenterupon the duties of their officesin the~
form hereinbeforeparticularly prescribed.

PassedMarch21, 1772. Referredfor ccrnslderationby the King
in Council, January15, 1773,andallowed to becomealaw by lapse
of time in accordancewith theproprietarycharter, SeeAppendix
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